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DISCOVERED  JAZZ. 


LEARNED  TO  PLAY  TENNIS 


BECAME  A  FAN. 


STARTED  MY  CAREER. 


MET  THE  LOVE  OF  MY  LIFE. 
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RECONNECT 


For  so  many  of  us,  our  days  at  Southern  Miss  were 
among  the  best  days  of  our  lives.  This  holiday  season, 
help  a  family  member  or  friend  reconnect  with  the 
faces,  places  and  memories  that  made  their 
college  experience  special: 

Give  the  Gift  of  Membership 
in  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni  Association. 


There's  no  better  way  to  get  back  in 

touch  with  Southern  Miss.  And  there's 

no  better  time   than   during  our  20,000   in   2010 

Membership  Campaign,  a  drive  to  grow  our  membership 

to  20,000  by  the  year  2010. 

We  encourage  you  to  continue  your  support  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  and  help  us  bring  fellow  alumni 
back  into  the  family.  To  find  out  more  about  the 
Association  and  what  it  can  do  for  you,  log  on  to 
ReconnectwithSouthernMiss.com. 
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.  je  blank  canvas  is  afraid 
of  the  really  passionate  painter... 

/ho  has  once  and  for  all  broken 
j    that  spell  of  'you  cannot/ 

—  Vincent  van  Gogh 


Because  you  can  and  because  you  do,  Hancock  Bank 
salutes  you,  the  students  of  the  USM  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters.  Thank  you  for  daring  to  do  what  you 
alone  can  do.  Your  persistence  and  passion  to  create 
your  own  language  yields  the  expression,  the  art,  that 
ultimately  speaks  to  us  all,  enriching  our  lives. 


Hancock  Bank 


Member  FDIC.  hancockbank.com 


Hattiesburg  branches:  6052  Hwy.  98  •  2007  Lincoln  Rd.  •  3301  Hardy  St.  •  USM  Student  Union  (ATM) 
Plus  more  than  100  convenient  branches  across  the  Gulf  South. 


Did  you  know  that  Southern  Miss  alumni 
could  save  up  to  $327.96  or  more  a  year  on 
auto  insurance? 


Responsibility.  What's  your  policy' 


Liberty 
Mutual 


You  may  already  know  that  alumni  like  you  can 
get  a  special  group  discount  on  auto  insurance 
through  Liberty  Mutual's  Group  Savings  Plus® 
program.*  But  did  you  know  that  Liberty  Mutual 
offers  many  other  discounts  on  both  auto  and 
home  insurance?*  In  fact,  you  could  save  up  to 
$327.96  or  more  a  year  on  auto  insurance 
alone.**  And  you  could  save  even  more  by 
insuring  your  home,  as  well. 

To  learn  more  about  all  the  valuable  savings 
and  benefits  available  from  a  Liberty  Mutual 
auto  or  home  policy,  contact  us  today. 


AUTO 


HOME 


Get  more.  Save  more. 

Find  out  just  how  much  more  today. 

•  Call  1-888-751-5644  and  mention  client  #  113257 

Mon-Fri,  7  a.m.  to  midnight;  Sat,  7  a.m.  to  9:30  p.m.;  Sun,  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  (ET) 

•  Go  to  wwwJibertymutual.com/lm/southernmissalumni 

•  Or  visit  a  Liberty  Mutual  office  near  you. 
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This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

'Discounts  and  credits  are  available  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow,  and  may  vary  by  state.  To  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  applicants  are  individually  underwritten;  not  all  applicants  may 

qualify.  "Figure  based  on  a  February  2008  sample  of  auto  policyholder  savings  when  comparing  their  former  premium  with  those  of  Liberty  Mutual's  group  auto  and  home  program.  Individual 

premiums  and  savings  will  vary.  Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  by  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affiliates,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  A  consumer  report  from  a  consumer 

reporting  agency  and/or  a  motor  vehicle  report,  on  all  drivers  listed  on  your  policy,  may  be  obtained  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow. 

©2008  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
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2008  ALUMNI  HALL  OF  FAME  /  AWARD  WINNERS 

Seven  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  most  dedicated  and  distin- 
guished alumni  have  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  This  edition 
oi  The  Talon  introduces  the  magnificent  seven,  as  well  as  the  2008  Alumni 
Association  award  winners. 

COVER  STORY:  DR.  SAUNDERS  BUILDS  HER  TEAM 

Like  a  conductor  stepping  to  the  podium.  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  has  her  or- 
chestra in  tune  and  ready  to  perform  beautiful  music.  This  edition  of  The  Talon 
features  the  men  and  women  charged  with  the  task  ol  carrying  out  the  vision 
of  Southern  Miss  stakeholders  that  emerged  from  11  campus  dialogue  sessions 
held  early  in  Saunders'  presidency. 

2007-08  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  Fiscal  Year  2007-08  marked  a  sig- 
nificant transition  in  focus.  The  successful  completion  of  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  provided  a  reason  to  celebrate,  but  the  launch  of  the  20,000  in  2010 
Membership  Campaign  set  a  new,  equally  ambitious  goal  tor  the  organization. 

BASKETBALL  OVERVIEWS:  LADY  EAGLES, 

EAGLES  CONTINUE  MARCH  TO  THE  TOP  OF  C-USA 

Women's  basketball  coach  Joye-Lee  McNehs  can  remember  a  time  not  so  long 
ago  thai  her  Lady  Eagles  were  an  afterthought  in  the  contest  for  conference 
championships.  That  time  has  passed.  Both  she  and  men's  coach  Larry  Eustachy 
hope  this  year's  squads  will  be  good  enough  to  play  in  the  postseason. 


FRONT  COVER:  PICTURED  IS  THE  VIEW  OF  THE  DOME  FROM  THE  FLOOR  OF  THE  INTERIOR  OF  THE  AUBREY  K,  LUCAS  ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDING.  THE  BUILDING  HOUSES  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  MEN  AND  WOMEN  WHO  ARE  LEADING  SOUTHERN  MISS  AS  IT 
APPROACHES  THE  100TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  ITS  FOUNDING  ON  MARCH  30, 1910. 

BY  KELLY  DUNN 
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c^There  is  a  great  energy  at  Southern  Miss. 
The  people  there  have  a  great  passion  for 
the  University.  I  remember  that  passion, 

AND  I  WANT  TO  REMAIN  INVOLVED.'5 
-  Tena  Clark  '76 
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Tena  Clark  is  a  Grammy-nominated  songwriter  and  the 

founder  of  DM  I,  a  premier  music  branding  agency.  She  most 

recently  was  the  executive  producer  for  two  albums  released 

in  the  fall  of  2008:  Still  Unforgettable  from  Natalie  Cole  and 

This  Christmas  Aretha,  Aretha  Franklin's  first  holiday  album. 

Although  she  resides  in  California,  her  passion  for  Southern 

Miss  is  just  as  strong  as  it  was  during  her  time  as  a  student  on 

the  Hattiesburg  campus.  As  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 

Association,  she  will  be  among  those  counted  in  the 

20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign.  Will  you? 


RECONNECT 


There's  no  better  way  to  get  keep  in  touch  with  Southern  Miss  than  through 
membership  in  the  Alumni  Association.  And  there's  no  better  time  than  the  present 
to  become  a  three-year  or  Life  Member  of  the  Association  to  ensure  you  are  part  of  our 
20,000  in  2010  campaign,  a  drive  to  grow  our  membership  to  20,000  by  the  year  2010. 


We  encourage  you  to  continue  your  support  of  the 
Alumni  Association  and  help  us  bring  fellow  alumni  back 
into  the  family.  To  become  a  three-year  or  Life  Member,  log 
on  to  SouthernMissAlumni.com  or  call  601.266.5013. 


(NOTES  FROM  HOME 


Shortly  after  her  arrival  as  President  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  May  2007,  Dr. 
Martha  Saunders  emphatically  stated  that  her  main  priorities  were  to,  "Build  trust;  build  a  team;  and, 
build  a  campus."  In  the  18  months  that  she  has  been  on  the  job,  Dr.  Saunders  has  made  significant 
progress  in  each  of  these  areas. 

First,  she  has  indeed  established  an  atmosphere  ol  trust  and  cooperation  in  the  Southern  Miss 
community.  She  consistently  asks  for  input  and  has  formed  several  committees  focused  on  everything 
from  strategic  planning  to  enrollment  management  to  the  prioritization  of  University  resources.  1  can 
assure  you  that  in  my  more  than  10  years  of  serving  in  this  position,  and  1  believe  most  faculty,  staff, 
and  students  would  agree  with  me,  1  have  not  fell  more  engaged  and  more  optimistic  about  the  future 
of  the  University. 

Second,  Dr.  Saunders  committed  to  "building  a  team."  This  is  the  focus  of  our  cover  story  this 
issue.  Dr.  Saunders  has  virtually  completed  her  administrative  team  by  hiring  three  new  deans,  a 
new  Provost,  a  new  Vice  President  for  Advancement  and  two  new  executive  assistants.  1  can  assure 
you  that  the  University's  upper  administration  is  on  solid  footing,  and  1  encourage  you  to  meet  or  get 
reacquainted  with  our  campus  executives  on  pages  22-26. 

Finally,  the  reference  to  building  a  campus  was  directed  to  our  presence  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  and 
regarded  the  need  to  create  an  entirely  new  Southern  Miss  campus  north  of  Interstate  10  so  that  the  dramatic  and 
horrendous  impact  of  a  natural  disaster  the  likes  of  Hurricane  Katrina  would  not  cripple  our  Gulf  Coast  operations 
in  such  a  negative  way  in  the  future.  While  the  miles  of  red  tape  tied  to  this  project  has  impacted  its  progress, 
architects  and  planners  are  continuing  their  efforts  to  create  a  plan  lor  the  University's  new  campus  at  Cross  Creek. 

Dr.  Saunders'  vision  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  clear.  Alter  consultation  with  hundreds,  if 
not  thousands,  of  Southern  Miss  stakeholders  through  phone  calls,  e-mails,  personal  visits,  and  campus  dialogue 
sessions  in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gull  Coast  last  fall,  Dr.  Saunders  has  stated  Southern  Miss  is,  and  she  expects 
it  to  continue  to  be,  creative,  bold,  and  determined.  She  expects  creativity  in  the  classroom  from  faculty,  lead- 
ing to  top-flight  educational  experiences  for  all  students.  She  expects  that  old  connections  with  the  community 
will  be  enhanced  and  new  connections  will  be  developed.  She  expects  staff  to  be  bold  in  their  approaches  to  the 
University's  image  development  and  the  creation  ol  a  culture  of  healthy  minds,  bodies  and  campuses.  She  expects 
students  to  be  determined  to  graduate  and  make  a  positive  difference  in  the  state,  across  the  nation  and  beyond. 

You  will  be  seeing  more  about  how  Southern  Miss  is  creative,  bold,  and  determined  in  the  months  that  lie 
ahead.  In  fact,  a  new  brand  utilizing  these  descriptors  is  being  rolled  out  this  fall  and  you  will  see  a  sample  of  that 
promotional  effort  in  this  issue. 

The  Alumni  Association  is  doing  its  part  to  ensure  we  are  capitalizing  on  a  creative,  bold,  and  determined 
mindset  at  Southern  Miss.  I  am  certain  you  will  see  our  creativity  in  the  continued  improvements  to  our 
quarterly  magazine  and  other  branding  items  such  as  our  membership  fulfillment  pieces.  The  20,000  in  2010 
Membership  Campaign,  designed  to  increase  the  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association  to  20,000  by  the  year  of 
the  University's  Centennial  Celebration,  is  without  question  one  of  the  boldest  initiatives  ever  undertaken  by  our 
leadership  and  staff.  And,  the  determination  of  our  volunteer  leaders  and  stall  will  be  evident  in  the  beaut)'  and 
functionality  ol  the  restored  and  expanded  Ogletree  House  when  it  reopens  to  the  public  in  mid-2009. 

I  hope  you  are  as  excited  about  the  future  of  the  University  and  Alumni  Association  as  I  am.  You  can  read  more 
about  our  most  recent  successes  and  plans  for  the  future  in  the  2007-08  Annual  Report  enclosed  with  this  issue 
of  The  Talon.  I  hope  you  will  also  take  the  time  to  read  about  the  2008  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  inductees  and  award 
winners  honored  at  Homecoming.  All  are  truly  remarkable  people  whose  lives  are  bettering  our  beloved  Alma 
Mater.  May  you  be  inspired  by  their  actions  and  continue  to  work  with  us  in  out  mission  to  take... 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Robert  D.  Pierce,  11 
Executive  Director 


Fall  2008 
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Southern  Miss  Hopes 
Commercialization  at 

Buoyed  by  a  compelling  vision  of  what 
could  be  and  a  track  record  of  success 
that  has  already  attracted  one  of  southern 
California's  top  nanotechnology  com- 
panies, the  University's  innovation  and 
commercialization  park  has  been  officially 
introduced  as  The  Garden. 

During  ceremonies  in  October  in 
Hattiesburg,  University  officials,  along 
with  local,  state  and  federal  dignitaries, 
got  a  closer  look  at  the  park's  progress  and 
the  vision  for  its  future 

On  a  521 -acre  site  that  once  served  as 
the  college  farm  and  later  a  golf  course,  the 
vision  for  The  Garden  is  a  place  where  ideas 
are  nurtured,  academic  research  trans- 
formed into  innovative  technologies  and  new 
products  launched  into  the  marketplace. 

"This  kind  of  development  is  unique  in 
the  country.  1  don't  know  of  anywhere  else 
where  they  have  everything  in  place  like 
we  do,"  said  Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  a  polymer 
scientist,  distinguished  research  profes- 
sor and  The  Garden's  original  visionary. 
"What  we've  created  allows  a  company, 
an  individual  entrepreneur,  University 
researcher,  staff  member  or  even  student. 


to  Spur  Ideas, 
The  Garden 


Above:  Situated  on  a  521 -acre  site  that  once  was 
the  Van  Hook  Golf  Course,  the  National  Formulation 
Science  Laboratory  will  house  laboratory  space,  a 
business  incubator  and  other  facilities. 

to  go  full  circle  from  the  formulation  of 
an  idea  in  a  lab  to  the  creation  of  a  viable 
and  marketable  commercial  product.  It  is  a 
virtual  one-stop-shop  for  entrepreneurs." 

With  more  than  $30  million  invested 
so  far.  The  Garden  will  be  home  to  the 


$27  million  National  Formulation  Science 
Laboratory,  the  Mississippi  Polymer  Institute 
and  a  host  of  other  organizations  that  will 
work  together  with  the  University  and  the 
region's  Area  Development  Partnership  to 
quickly  move  innovative  research  from  the 
lab  to  the  marketplace. 

Developers  have  also  announced  a  $25 
million  commitment  by  Viridis  Development 
Company  to  build  a  state-of-the-art  office 
and  research  building  in  the  park. 

The  Viridis  building,  with  100,000 
square  feet  of  class  A  office  space,  will 
offer  tenants  amenities  like  a  secure  IT 
infrastructure,  a  data  center  and  key 
redundancies  in  fiber  optics  and  electri- 
cal servers  that  will  provide  companies 
nonstop  operational  competitiveness.  The 
building  will  be  located  at  the  intersection 
of  Classic  Drive  and  Golf  Course  Road. 
The  Southern  Miss  Research  Foundation 
will  be  the  building's  first  tenant,  occupy- 
ing its  25,000-square-foot  first  floor. 
"The  Garden  is  a  true  example  of 
a  public-private  partnership  and  it  is  a 
catalyst  for  economic  development,"  said 
Dr.  Angeline  Godwin,  president  of  the  Area 
Development  Partnership,  a 
private,  not-for-profit  organi- 
zation dedicated  to  commu- 
nity and  economic  develop- 
ment in  the  Hattiesburg 
metropolitan  area. 

"We  realized  early  on  that 
it  was  going  to  be  a  regional 
asset,  beyond  the  scope  of  the 
University,  beyond  the  scope 
of  the  immediate  local  area — 
that  it  would  have  a  state  and 
national  impact  as  it  attracts 
businesses  and  industries 
who  want  to  be  associated 
with  the  research  and  product  creation  that 
this  university  is  increasingly  known  for 
achieving,"  said  Godwin. 

Much  of  that  research  and  product 
development  stems  from  the  Southern  Miss 
School  of  Polymers  and  High  Performance 
Materials,  which  has  garnered  an  interna- 
tional reputation  for  excellence. 

To  learn  more  about  The  Garden,  go  to 
innocultivation.com. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  University 
secured  roughly  $91  million 
for  research  and  sponsored 
programs  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30? 

To  put  the  total  in  perspective,  it 
far  exceeds  that  of  Texas  Tech 
($48.7  million)  and  the  University 
of  Alabama  ($68.9  million). 
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Southern  Miss  Ranks  Eighth 
in  National  Glass  Ceiling  Report 


The  University  is  ranked  eighth  in 
the  nation  among  major  colleges  and 
conferences  in  providing  coaching 
opportunities  for  women,  according 
to  the  second  annual  Glass  Ceiling 
Report  Card. 

The  Glass  Ceiling  Report  Card  is 
based  on  a  national  study  conducted  by 
Charles  L.  Kennedy,  senior  instructor  of 
political  science  at  Pennsylvania  State 
University's  York  campus.  All  data  was 
derived  from  the  Chronicle  of  Higher 
Education's  study  on  "gender  equity" 
in  2007,  according  to  data  submitted 
to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education, 
as  required  by  the  Equity  in  Athletics 
Disclosure  Act  of  1994. 

"I  congratulate  the  Golden  Eagles  for 
such  a  tremendous  accomplishment,"  said 


University  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders. 
"At  Southern  Miss,  we  are  known  for  cre- 
ating opportunities  for  people  determined 
to  get  ahead.  This  award  is  evidence  of 
that  commitment." 

Southern  Miss  received  a  grade 
ol  A  and  was  the  only  university  in 
Mississippi  to  finish  in  the  Top  1 1  with 
a  grade  of  A.  The  study  covered  the 
coaching  staffs  of  115  colleges  among 
11  Bowl  Subdivision  conferences  during 
the  2005-00  academic  sports  year.  The 
grades  ranged  from  A+  to  F-.  The  report 
card  consisted  of  lour  categories — the 
percentage  ol  women  who  are  head 
coaches  of  women's  teams,  assistant 
coaches  of  women's  teams,  head 
coaches  of  men's  learns  and  assistant 
coaches  of  men's  teams. 


Southern  Miss 
Welcomes  Record 
Number  of 
Presidential  Scholars 

The  University  welcomed  57  Presidential 
Scholars  this  fall  for  the  2008-09  academic 
year,  a  record  number  that  school  officials  say 
is  marked  not  just  by  quantity,  but  also  quality. 

The  group  has  an  average  ACT  of  31 
and  nine  are  national  merit  finalists,  said 
Honors  College  Dean  Dr.  David  Davies. 
who  credited  the  work  of  his  colleagues 
and  ihe  University's  Office  of  Admissions. 
Honors  College  enrollment  stands  at  500, 
double  its  size  from  five  years  ago. 

"Southern  Miss  is  enriched  with  the 
arrival  ol  this  year's  Presidential  Scholars." 
Davies  said.  "1  believe  they're  here  because 
we  successfully  communicated  to  them 
the  exceptional  quality  of  our  academic 
programs.  They  are  an  excellent  group  and 
have  the  potential  to  do  great  things  dur- 
ing their  time  on  campus  and  beyond." 

A  limited  number  of  students  rec- 
ognized as  National  Merit  Semifinalists 
and  Finalists  qualify  for  Presidential 
Scholarships,  which  are  designed  to  cover 
the  cost  of  attendance  for  four  years,  includ- 
ing tuition,  out-of-state  fees  (if  applicable), 
room,  board  and  a  book  stipend  tor  four 
years.  Consideration  is  given  to  Finalists 
who  have  listed  Southern  Miss  as  their  first- 
choice  institution  with  the  National  Merit 
Corporation  and  the  award  is  contingent 
on  admittance  to  the  University  and  to  its 
prestigious  Honors  College. 

Students  who  progress  to  Finalist  standing 
will  further  receive  a  study  abroad  scholarship 
to  participate  in  the  Universit)  study  abroad 
program  of  their  choice.  These  scholarship 
recipients  are  automatically  members  of  the 
Presidential  Scholar  class,  the  highest  des  gna- 
tion  a  student  can  receive  at  Southern  Miss. 

"They  (the  Presidential 
Scholars)  are  an  excellent 
group  and  have  the  potential 
to  do  great  things  during  their 
time  on  campus  and  beyond." 

-  Honors  College  Dean  Dr.  David  Davies 
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Greek  Update: 
Phi  Mu  Chapter 
Wins  National  Award 

The  Alpha  Omicron  Chapter  of  Phi 
Mu  Fraternity  for  women  was  recognized 
as  one  of  the  country's  most  outstanding 
chapters  at  the  organization's  national 
convention  held  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

The  Southern  Miss  Alpha  Omicron 
Chapter  was  runner-up  for  the  Carnation 
Cup,  annually  presented  to  the  fraternity's 
most  outstanding  United  States  chapter.  In 
addition,  Alpha  Omicron  took  home  a  sil- 
ver award  as  a  member  of  the  Philomathian 
Society  for  maintaining  a  90  percent  and 
above  score  in  areas  of  membership,  risk 
management,  chapter  programming, 
scholarship,  philanthropy,  new  member 
education  and  initiation  percentage.  The 
Commitment  to  Excellence  report  is  graded 
by  national  officers  each  year. 

Of  119  Phi  Mu  chapters  nationwide, 
Alpha  Omicron  is  one  of  only  five  chapters 
to  achieve  this  level  of  recognition. 
University,  National  Organization 
Committed  to  Kappa  Sigma's  Return 

University  officials  and  Kappa  Sigma's 
national  organization  have  announced  their 
commitment  to  the  return  of  the  fraternity 
at  Southern  Miss.  In  September,  following 
a  hazing  incident  at  the  fraternity's  house 
on  campus,  the  University  forced  Kappa 
Sigma  to  close  its  doors,  and  soon  after  the 
national  organization  revoked  the  charter  of 
the  Epsilon  Nu  Chapter. 

"Hazing  in  any  form  cannot  be  toler- 
ated, but  the  University  if  fully  committed 
to  the  re-colonization  of  Kappa  Sigma 
and  the  return  of  the  fraternity  to  its  rich 
history  of  excellence,"  vice  president  for 
Student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul  said. 

Paul  said  alumni  will  play  a  key  role  in 
the  re-colonization  effort.  "When  the  national 
organization  is  ready  we  will  need  the  active 
involvement  of  Epsilon  Nu  alumni,  and  we 
have  every  confidence  that  these  strong  alums 
will  respond.  From  day  one  of  we  have  had 
the  full  cooperation  of  the  campus,  alumni 
and  national  leadership  of  Kappa  Sigma." 

In  a  letter  to  Kappa  Sigma  alumni,  the  fra- 
ternity's national  organization  also  expressed 
its  support  for  re-colonization  at  Southern 
Miss  in  a  period  of  two  to  three  years. 


Microbiologist  Secures  $2.3  Million  NSF  Grant 

Microbiologist  Dr.  Crystal  N.  Johnson  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  (GCRL) 
has  plenty  to  celebrate,  $2.3  million  to  be  exact. 

Johnson  has  been  awarded  a  four-year,  $2.3  million  grant  from  the  National  Science 
Foundation  (NSF)  and  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  to  study  pathogenic  vibrios,  as  part 
of  its  Ecology  of  Infectious  Diseases  program.  Southern  Miss  will  receive  $1.6  million  of  the  grant 
and  share  the  remaining  $700,000  with  the  University  of  Maryland,  a  partner  in  the  research. 

The  project  "Identifying  Environmental  Determinants  Favorable  for  the  Presence  and 
Transmission  of  Pathogenic  Vibrios"  will  explore  temperature  and  other  environmental  factors, 
such  as  turbidity,  salinity,  chlorophyll  levels  and  other  biochemical  qualities. 

Johnson,  a  research  assistant  professor,  and  colleagues  from  the  Department  of  Coastal 
Sciences  at  GCRL  and  the  Department  of  Marine  Science  at  Stennis  Space  Center  will 
collaborate  with  other  researchers  at  the  University  of  Maryland  and  the  NOAA  Northwest 
Fisheries  Science  Center  in  Seattle,  Wash. 

"This  will  be  a  significant  collaboration  that  will  provide  valuable  information  for 
prediction  of  environmental  conditions  conducive  to  vibrio  population  increases  and 
therefore,  potential  human  public  health  risk,"  said  Dr.  Rita  Colwell,  former  NSF  director 
and  co-principal  investigator  on  the 
grant  for  the  Maryland  team. 

Johnson  said  each  year  thousands 
of  people  develop  gastrointestinal 
illnesses  or  wound  infections  from 
exposure  to  naturally  occurring  bac- 
teria called  vibrios.  "These  bacteria 
are  found  throughout  the  ocean  and 
along  the  coastlines,"  she  said.  "They 
are  ubiquitous,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
remove  them  from  the  ocean." 

She  said  the  best  way  to  prevent 

people  from  becoming  ill  is  to  more 

accurately  predict  vibrio  density 

and  abstain  from  eating  raw  shell- 

r  ,  iii-i  Above:  Dr.  Crystal  Johnson  has  received  a  four-year,  $2.3 

fish  or  going  to  beaches  during  the  ,  '     .    ..  ,.      ._.        r  .  . 

00  °  million  grant  from  the  National  bcience  roundatton  and  the 

time  that  environmental  conditions  Nationa|  |nstitutes  Gf  Health  to  study  pathogenic  vibrios  as  part 

indicate  danger.  Df  its  Ecology  of  Infectious  Diseases  program. 
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Mass  Communication  and  Journalism 
Welcomes  Hall  of  Fame  Inductees 


The  School  of  Mass  Communication 
and  Journalism  inducted  a  former  faculty 
member  and  four  outstanding  profession- 
als into  the  school's  Hall  of  Fame  as  part 
the  second  annual  Mass  Communication 
and  Journalism  Symposium,  "Hooray 
for  Hattiesburg:  Film,  Television 
and  Mississippi's  Story,"  held  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  Nov.  14. 

Former  profes- 
sor Lawrence 
Albers  was 
inducted  post- 
humously at  a 
luncheon  that  day, 
along  with  three 
Southern  Miss 
graduates  and  an- 
other Mississippi 
native  who  have 
had  distinguished 
careers  in  film  and 
television  production.  They  include: 

John  Duffy  75,  an  award  winning 
editor  who  has  accumulated  more  than  85 
screen  credits  during  his  30-year  career, 
including  work  on  acclaimed  programs 
such  as  the  CBS  Network  Television  series 
"Tour  of  Duty." 

Patrik-Ian  Polk  '94,  a  writer-director-pro 
ducer,  who  has  achieved  great  acclaim  with 
his  independent  feature  film  "Punks"  and 
the  hit  cable  television  series  "Noah's  Arc." 

David  Sheffield  72,  a  veteran 
Hollywood  screenwriter  known  for  his 
television  work  on  "Saturday  Night  Live" 
as  well  as  his  films  "Coming  to  America," 
"Boomerang"  and  "The  Nutty  Professor." 

Jennifer  Ogden,  a  producer  and  studio 
executive  known  for  her  work  on  film  clas- 
sics such  as  "Annie  Hall"  and  "Hair"  as  well 


Above:  David  Sheffield  '72  served  as  the  keynote 
speaker  and  also  was  an  inductee. 


as  notable  contemporary  films  like  "How 
Stella  Got  Her  Groove  Back,"  "Tuesdays  with 
Morrie"  and  "The  Family  Stone." 

In  addition,  Margaret  Loesch  '68,  a 
four-time  Emmy  Award  winner  and  an 
executive  for  major  media  companies 
and  networks  throughout  her  career,  was 
selected  for  induction  but  unable  to  attend 
the  ceremony.  She  will  be  inducted  into  the 
Hall  of  Fame  at  a 
later  date.  Loesch 
is  responsible  for 
founding  FOX 
Children's  Network 
and  many  of  its 
well-known  chil- 
dren's programs 
such  as  "Where  on 
Earth  is  Carmen 
Sandiego?" 

Albers  joined 
the  Southern 
Miss  faculty  in  1970  after  retiring  from 
the  U.S.  Army  Air  Corp.  He  was  credited 
with  making  the  University's  film  studies 
program  the  largest  of  any  university  in 
the  Southeast  at  the  time,  largely  due 
to  his  "hands-on"  filmmaking  courses. 
He  was  twice  awarded  both  the  George 
Washington  Freedom  Foundation  Award, 
once  for  film  and  once  for  writing,  and  the 
University's  Excellence  in  Teaching  Award. 

"The  Hall  of  Fame  was  created  three 
years  ago  to  give  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism  a  way  of 
recognizing  its  many  distinguished  gradu- 
ates, as  well  as  other  Mississippians  who 
have  contributed  to  the  school  or  to  mass 
communication  and  journalism  in  the 
state,"  said  Dr.  Chris  Campbell,  director  of 
the  school. 


Did  you  KNOW? 

The  School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism  is  one  of  the 
University's  largest,  with  more  than  500  students  working  toward 
undergraduate  and  graduate  degrees  in  advertising,  film,  journalism, 
media  production  and  public  relations. 


Student  Named 
Finalist  for  Marshall 
Scholarship 

One  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  top  students  is  a  finalist  for 
the  prestigious  Marshall  Scholarship. 

Justin  Poelma  of  Ocean  Springs,  a 
senior  Honors  College  student  major- 
ing in  polymer  science  and  minoring  in 
religious  studies,  interviewed  in  Atlanta 
Nov.  II  for  the  opportunity  to  receive 
the  scholarship,  which  funds  two  years 
of  graduate  study  at  any  university  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Each  year,  the  Marshall  Foundation 
conducts  a  competition  across  eight  regions 
in  the  U.S.,  eventually  selecting  40  scholars 
with  demonstrated  high  academic  and 
leadership  abilities  and  the  capacity  to  serve 
as  an  ambassador  for  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

A  Presidential  Scholar  carrying  a  4.0 
GPA,  Poelma  earned  a  prestigious  Goldwater 
Scholarship  last  year,  the  17th  Southern 
Miss  student  to  accomplish  the  feat.  He  has 
worked  in  the  laboratory  of  polymer  sci- 
ence professor  Dr.  Robson  Storey  for  more 
than  three  years,  with  some  of  his  research 
published  in  peer-reviewed  journals. 

The  Marshall  Scholarships  were  founded 
in  1953  by  an  act  of  the  British  Parliament 
in  recognition  of  the  United  States'  part  in 
rebuilding  the  United  Kingdom  through  the 
Marshall  Plan,  an  initiative  conceived  by 
then  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  George  Marshall 
to  help  Europe  recover  from  the  devastation 
ofWorldWarll. 
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nowlectee  is  Power 


/he  future  is  all  about  power.  The  pow 
will  belong  to  those  with  the  knowledge 
that  will  lead  us  forward. 

ri-e  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is 
dicated  to  imparting  knowledge  and 
mpowering  this  and  every  succeeding 
eneration  of  young  Mississippians. 
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oin  us  in  our  quest  for  knowledge,  for 
nderstanding  and  for  wisdom.       t^  H 
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(^CENTENNIAL 
1  TRi  Vi  A 
As  the  celebration  of  the  University  Centennial  approaches  on 
March  30,  2010,  here  are  a  few  questions  to  test  your  knowledge 
of  Southern  Miss  history.  Answer  four  or  five  correctly,  and  we'll 
assume  you  are  a  former  University  Archives  staff  member.  Answer 
two  or  three  accurately,  and  you  can  consider  yourself  a  loyal  alum. 
Answer  zero  or  one  correctly,  and  you  may  want  to  double  check  to 
make  sure  your  diploma  is  not  from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

1 .  What  was  the  original  name  of  the  institution  now 
called  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi? 

2.  Who  was  the  first  president  of  the  institution? 

3.  When  did  the  institution  achieve  university  status? 

4.  What  is  the  University's  motto? 

5.  The  administration  building  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
is  named  for  which  former  University  president? 

SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  63 
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Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmee  Ar  . 
questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni@usm.edu  or  call  601.266.5013. 
Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar. 
All  events  are  located  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  unless  otherwise 
noted.  For  full  athletics  schedules,  please  visit  SouthernMiss.com,  as 
only  home  basketball  games  are  listed  below. 

December 

18      Men's  Basketball  Hosts  McNeese  State 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  |  7  p.m. 

21      Alumni  Association  Bowl  Blowout 

East  side  ol  the  Louisiana  Superdome  |  4:30  p.m.  |  Tickets 
are  $20  each,  $25  at  the  door.  Call  601.266.5013  for 
more  information. 

Golden  Eagle  football  vs.  Troy  University  in  the 
R+L  Carriers  New  Orleans  Bowl 

Louisiana  Superdome  |  7:15  p.m. 

22-23  Men's  Basketball  in  the  Gulf  Coast  Classic 

Mississippi  Coast  Coliseum,  Biloxi  |  8  p.m.  each  night 

30     Men's  Basketball  vs.  Ole  Miss 

Mississippi  Coast  Coliseum,  Biloxi  I  7  p.m. 

Women's  Basketball  Hosts  Nicholls  State 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  |  7  p.m. 

January 

7         Men's  Basketball  Hosts  Tulsa 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  |  7  p.m. 

12        Spring  Semester  Classes  Begin 


EVER 


UNDER   ONE    ROOF 

Hederman  Brothers  Printing  is  the  only 
place  you  can  go  in  Mississippi  that  has 
the  necessary  means  to  fulfill  all  of  your 
print  production  needs.  From  concept  to 
plate  to  shipping  or  direct  mail,  Hederman 
Brothers  has  everything  you  need  under 
one  roof  to  deliver  an  accurate,  quality 
product  in  an  expedient  manner. 


Call  for  more  information      or  visit  us  online  at 

AH1    QCIO  73AA  www.hederman.com or 

OU  I  .OJj./jUU  www.hedermandirect.com 


Alumni  Office 

Closed  for  the  Holidays 

The  Alumni  Association  office  will  be  closed  for 
the  holidays  beginning  Monday,  Dec.  22.  We  will  be 
happy  to  assist  you  when  we  return  Monday,  Jan.  5. 

During  the  holiday  break  SouthernMissAlumni.com 
will  be  periodically  updated  and 
the  Association's  e-mail  account 
alumni@usm.edu  will  be 
checked  regularly. 

We  wish  you  the  best  for 
a  happy  holiday  season  and 
look  forward  to  serving  you 
in  2009. 


Fa    ZOOS 


The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 

Alumni 

HALL 


FAME 

■CLASS  OF  2008- 

Seven  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  most  dedicated  and  distin- 
guished alumni  have  joined  the  exclusive 
ranks  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame.  The  honored  include: 

■  T  E  N  A  C  LA  R  K,  Class  of  1 976.  A  resident 
of  Valencia,  Calif.,  Clark  is  a  Grammy- 
nominated  songwriter  and  the  founder  of 
DMI,  a  premier  music  branding  agency. 

■  Reggie  Collier,  class  of  2004.  The 

legendary  Golden  Eagle  quarterback 
and  Hattiesburg  resident  serves  as  the 
coordinator  of  athletic  development  and 
community  relations  for  the  Eagle  Club. 

■  KEN  MCCARTY.  Classes  of  1956  and 
1958.  An  educator  who  has  taught  more 
than  16,000  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  students,  McCarty  is  profes- 
sor emeritus  of  history  at  Southern  Miss 
and  a  Hattiesburg  resident. 

■  W.A.  PAYNE,  Class  of  1972.  A  suc- 
cessful businessman,  the  Hattiesburg 
resident  is  chairman  of  the  Camelia 
Group,  which  offers  health  care  and  hos- 
pice services  to  residents  of  Mississippi, 
Louisiana  and  Florida. 

■  MAY  LEWIS  POETTER,  Class  of 
1962.  The  Savannah,  Ga.,  resident  is  a 
founder  of  the  Savannah  College  of  Art 
and  Design,  the  largest  higher  education 
institution  of  art  and  design  in  the  world. 

■  BRUCE  ROSSMEYER.  A  resident  of  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  Fla.,  Rossmeyer  operates  the 
world's  largest  Harley-Davidson  dealer- 
ship at  Destination  Daytona  in  Florida. 

■  Charles  Thomas,  class  of  1955. 

The  Hattiesburg  resident  is  one  of 
the  biggest  supporters  of  the  arts  at 
Southern  Miss. 


tena 
Clark  76 

There  are  few  producers  in  the  music 
industry  with  a  body  of  work  that  greatly 
exceeds  that  of  Grammy  nominee  Tena 
Clark.  The  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  has  written  hits  for  Patti 
LaBelle,  Dionne  Warwick,  LeAnn  Rimes, 
Chaka  Khan,  Natalie  Cole,  Patti  Austin, 
Aretha  Franklin  and  Sara  Evans,  among 
others.  Her  songs  have  been  featured 
in  many  movies  and  television  shows 
including  My  Best  Friend's  Wedding,  Where 
the  Heart  Is,  Hope  Floats,  French  Kiss, 
Twins,  ER,  Friends,  South  Park,  General 
Hospital  and  CBS  This  Morning. 

Most  recently,  Clark  was  the  executive 
producer  for  two  albums  released  in  the  fall 
of  2008:  Still  Unforgettable  from  Natalie  Cole 
and  This  Christmas  Aretha,  Aretha  Franklin's 
first  ever  holiday  album.  Both  artists  are 
signed  to  Clark's  record  label,  DMI  Records. 

In  addition  to  her  work  with  some  of  the 
world's  most  popular  entertainers,  Clark  has 
also  written  many  commercials  for  major 
brands  such  as  McDonald's,  Betty  Crocker, 
General  Mills,  Lunesta,  Kellogg's,  United 
Airlines  and  AARP.  For  McDonald's,  Clark 
penned  the  music  for  the  famous  "Have  You 
Had  Your  Break  Today"  campaign. 

After  earning  her  Southern  Miss 
degree  in  1976,  Clark  founded  Sunburst 
Productions  in  Jackson.  Later,  she  moved 
to  Nashville  and  after  spending  a  number 
of  years  in  "Music  City,"  Clark  moved 
to  California  where  she  founded  DMI,  a 
premier  music  branding  agency,  in  1997. 
DMI  uses  music  to  help  its  clients  achieve 
greater  customer  awareness  and  loyalty  for 
their  products.  Under  Clark's  leadership, 
DMI  has  successfully  conceived,  developed 
and  executed  some  of  the  most  successful 
and  popular  music  branding  campaigns  for 
the  world's  most  recognized  brands. 


Although  she  resides  in  California,  a 
piece  of  her  heart  is  still  in  Mississippi.  In 
2007,  the  Waynesboro  native  returned  to 
Southern  Miss  for  a  tribute  to  her  music 
by  the  University's  Symphony  Orchestra. 
The  "United  in  Song"  concert  included 
performances  by  LaBelle,  Warwick,  Austin 
and  others  as  part  of  the  tribute  event. 
The  concert  also  served  as  a  benefit  for  the 
symphony  and  a  scholarship  fund  for  low- 
income,  female  Mississippi  residents. 

Clark  is  also  a  national  chair  of 
the  Women's  Leadership  Circle  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  serves  on 
the  board  of  the  Kennedy  School  of 
Government  at  Harvard  University.  She 
resides  in  Valencia,  Calif.,  with  her  spouse 
Gennory  Viljanen.  She  has  one  daughter, 
Cody,  a  2008  graduate  of  Southern  Miss. 


Reggie 
Collier '04 

From  1979  to  1982,  Reggie  Collier  daz- 
zled Southern  Miss  fans  as  one  of  the  na- 
tion's top  quarterbacks.  During  his  time  as 
the  Golden  Eagles'  signal-caller,  Collier  was 
a  dual  threat  with  the  ability  to  dismantle 
defenses  with  his  legs  or  powerful  right  arm. 
He  led  the  Golden  Eagles  to  several  victories 
over  nationally  ranked  opponents  and  six 
victories  over  in-state  rivals  Mississippi  State 
and  Ole  Miss.  In  1980,  Collier  led  the  Golden 
Eagles  to  an  Independence  Bowl  victory. 

During  his  junior  year,  Collier  finished 
ninth  in  the  balloting  for  the  Heisman 
Trophy,  given  annually  to  the  nation's 
top  player.  In  1983,  he  was  drafted  in  the 
first  round  by  the  Birmingham  Stallions 
of  the  USFL.  He  later  played  with  the 
Washington  Federals  and  the  Orlando 
Renegades  before  making  the  jump  to  the 
NFL.  There,  Collier  was  a  member  of  the 
Dallas  Cowboys  and  Pittsburgh  Steelers. 
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Collier's  performance  on  the  football 
field  has  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the 
Southern  Miss  record  book.  More  than  25 
years  after  his  career  as  a  Southern  Miss 
standout  ended,  he  still  ranks  in  the  top 
10  in  a  number  of  career  record  categories 
including  fourth  in  total  offensive  plays 
with  1,020  and  fourth  in  total  offensive 
yards  with  5,966.  Collier  also  ranks  fourth 
in  total  offensive  yards  per  game  with 
152.27  and  fifth  in  touchdowns  responsible 
for  with  42.  He  is  tied  for  fifth  in  rushing 
touchdowns  with  26,  and  ranks  eighth 
in  pass  completions  with  288.  He  ranks 
eighth  in  passing  yardage  with  3,662  and 
10th  in  rushing  yards  gained  with  2,304. 

Collier  was  one  of  two  quarterbacks 
selected  for  the  University's  Football  Team  of 
the  Century,  and  he  was  inducted  into  the 
Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  in  2008.  In 
addition,  he  is  one  of  only  three  Golden  Eagle 
football  players  to  have  his  jersey  number 
retired.  Serving  as  a  role  model  for  younger 
athletes.  Collier  returned  to  the  University  to 
earn  his  degree  in  2004.  The  Life  Member  of 
the  Alumni  Association  resides  in  Hattiesburg 
with  his  wife  Beverly  and  is  currently  the 
coordinator  of  athletic  development  and  com- 
munity relations  for  the  Eagle  Club. 


KEN 
MCCARTY  JR.  '56,  '58 

Southern  Miss  and  education  are 
lifelong  commitments  for  Ken  McCarty,  a 
Bay  St.  Louis  native,  who  earned  his  bach- 
elor's and  master's  degrees  in  history  from 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Although  he  left  Mississippi  for  three  years 
to  earn  his  doctorate  in  history  from  Duke 
University  and  six  months  of  active  duty  in 
the  Army,  when  he  returned  to  Hattiesburg 
he  made  it  his  permanent  home.  In  all, 
McCarty  has  been  affiliated  with  Southern 


Miss  for  56  years,  the  majority  of  which  he 
taught  American  and  Mississippi  history  to 
more  than  16,000  students.  And  while  he 
retired  in  1999,  he  now  serves  as  professor 
emeritus  of  history  at  the  University. 

McCarty  is  a  two-time  recipient  of  the 
University's  outstanding  teaching  award 
and  is  a  past  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Historical  Society.  During  his  tenure  at  the 
University,  McCarty  was  an  integral  part 
of  many  councils  and  committees,  wrote  a 
number  of  scholarly  articles,  and  was  editor 
for  Hattiesburg:  A  Pictorial  History.  McCarty  is 
currently  the  editor  of  the  journal  of  Mississippi 
History,  a  position  he  has  held  since  1992.  He 
also  continues  to  teach  part-time  at  Southern 
Miss  and  has  been  a  member  ol  the  Alumni 
Association  for  more  than  40  years. 

In  addition  to  his  work  at  Southern 
Miss,  McCarty  is  also  very  active  in  the 
Hattiesburg  community.  He  has  served 
on  the  Hattiesburg  School  Board ,  t  he 
Hattiesburg  Historic  Commission,  and 
on  the  Mississippi  Committee  for  the 
Preservation  of  Local  Government  Records. 
McCarty  has  also  served  as  a  political 
analyst  for  several  television  stations. 

McCarty  and  his  wife  Sylvia  have  three 
children,  Melinda  '87,  Morgan  '90  and  Jeanne 
'91.  All  are  graduates  of  Southern  Miss 
including  their  spouses,  John  Gratwick  '85, 
Angela  Leigh  McCarty  '90  and  Jason  Hewitt 
'93.  They  also  have  seven  grandchildren  and 
are  pleased  to  announce  the  upcoming  arrival 
ol  another.  McCarty 's  parents,  Kenneth 
McCarty  Sr.  and  Irene  Cuevas  McCarty,  also 
graduated  from  Southern  Miss. 


W.A. 

PAYNE  )R.  72 

W.A,  Payne  learned  the  value  ol  hard 
work  from  his  mother  and  lather,  who 
were  civil  servants,  and  the  Hatueshure, 


native  exhibited  the  traits  of  a  success- 
ful entrepreneur  from  an  early  age.  As  a 
12-year-old,  he  started  a  400-person  paper 
route  that  he  continued  for  two  years 
until  he  left  the  Hub  City  to  attend  the 
Marion  Military  Institute  in  Marion,  Ala. 
W.A.  returned  to  south  Mississippi  and 
completed  his  secondary  school  education 
at  Hattiesburg  High  School  in  1968. 

The  following  fall,  W.A.  entered 
Southern  Miss  to  pursue  a  degree  in 
business  administration  with  an  em- 
phasis in  finance.  During  his  time  at  the 
University,  W.A.  developed  an  interest 
in  the  health  care  industry.  This  inter- 
est sparked  the  organization  of  Medical 
Systems,  Inc.,  a  healthcare  management 
company  and  provider  that  eventually 
became  the  parent  corporation  for  all  of 
his  companies.  Shortly  after  establishing 
Medical  Systems,  Inc.,  he  enrolled  in  law 
school  at  Mississippi  College.  While  there, 
he  founded  the  Mississippi  Home  Care 
Association  and  became  a  charter  member 
of  the  National  Health  Care  Lawyer's 
Association.  He  also  was  a  member  of 
Mississippi  College  School  of  Law's  first 
accredited  class. 

In  1974,  W.A.  founded  Camellia 
Home  Health  and  Hospice,  a  Medicare- 
certified,  state-licensed  provider  of  home 
health  care  and  hospice  services.  What 
started  in  a  leased  one-room  office  in 
Hattiesburg  with  the  aim  to  provide 
home  health  service  in  south  Mississippi 
has  now  expanded  to  19  home  health 
locations  covering  27  counties  in 
Mississippi,  five  Louisiana  parishes 
and  the  Atlanta,  Ga.,  metro  area.  The 
company  recently  added  hospice  care  to 
its  services  and  has  opened  licensed  and 
certified  hospices  covering  the  greater 
part  of  south  Mississippi. 

After  W.A.  managed  the  companies 
alone  for  several  decades  his  son  Abb 
joined  the  family  business  alter  earning  a 
law  degree  from  Florida  Slate  University. 
The  addition  of  Abb  allowed  for  a  joinder 
of  enterprises  that  has  resulted  in  the  for- 
mation of  companies  under  the  Camellia 
Group,  which  W.A.  serves  as  chairman. 

W.A.  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  a  contributor  to  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  at  die  Gold  Gift 
Level.  He  has  served  on  the  board  of  di- 
rectors for  the  University's  Foundation  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Athletic  Department's 
Circle  of  Champions. 
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Seven  of  the  University's 
most  dedicated  and 
distinguished  alumni 

joined  the  exclusive  ranks  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  on 
Oct.  31.  From  left  are  Reggie  Collier, 
Charles  Thomas,  Tena  Clark,  Dr.  Ken 
McCarty,  Bruce  Rossmeyer  and  W.A. 
Payne.  Not  pictured  is  May  Lewis 
Poetter,  who  was  unable  to  attend  the 
ceremony.  The  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 
is  the  highest  honor  a  Southern  Miss 
alumnus  or  alumna  can  receive.  Less 
than  one  percent  of  Southern  Miss 
alumni  have  been  inducted  into  the 
hall,  which  was  established  in  1987. 


May  Lewis 

POETTER '62 

Education  has  always  played  a  ma- 
jor role  in  May  Lewis  Poetter's  life.  In 
1962,  she  earned  a  degree  in  elemen- 
tary education  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  and  went  on  to 
earn  her  master's  degree  from  Emory 
University.  Poetter  then  began  her 
career  as  an  elementary  school  teacher 
in  the  Atlanta  Public  School  System. 
After  a  number  of  years  of  teach- 
ing, Poetter  earned  a  promotion  to 
supervisor  for  the  English  programs. 
She  also  wrote  two  English  textbooks 
for  the  Houghton  Mifflin  Company 
that  were  used  by  numerous  teachers 
across  the  nation. 

In  1977,  she  retired  from  teaching 


to  help  her  daughter,  Paula,  launch  the 
Savannah  College  of  Art  and  Design  in 
Georgia.  Although  her  help  in  estab- 
lishing the  institution  was  intended  to 
be  temporary,  she  eventually  moved  to 
Savannah  and  became  an  integral  part 
of  the  college's  administration.  Poetter 
became  the  college's  first  vice  presi- 
dent for  admissions,  and  her  experi- 
ence as  a  teacher  and  administrator 
enabled  her  to  recruit  thousands  of 
students  to  the  college.  Now,  SCAD  is 
the  largest  higher  education  institu- 
tion of  art  and  design  in  the  world. 
The  college  has  an  enrollment  ol  ap- 
proximately 9,000  students  with  two 
locations  in  Atlanta  and  Savannah. 
The  college  also  offers  courses  online 
through  SCAD-elearning,  as  well  as 
through  its  study  abroad  location  in 
Lacoste,  France.  SCAD  currently  has 
more  than  1,500  full-  and  part-time 
faculty  and  staff. 

Although  Poetter  has  retired  from 
the  Savannah  College  of  Art  and  Design, 
her  presence  is  still  felt  at  the  institution. 
In  1999,  SCAD  established  the  May  and 
Paul  Poetter  scholarship  to  honor  May 
and  her  late  husband.  The  full-tuition 
scholarship  is  awarded  to  any  student 
who  achieves  a  perfect  score  on  the  SAT 
or  ACT.  Students  who  have  an  unweight- 
ed cumulative  grade  point  average  of 
4.0  on  a  4.0  scale  with  a  score  of  1470  or 


higher  on  the  SAT  or  33  or  higher  on  the 
ACT  are  also  eligible  for  the  scholarship. 
The  college  has  also  named  a  building 
in  honor  of  the  Poetters.  Poetter  Hall 
houses  the  college's  admission  depart- 
ment and  welcome  center. 

The  91-year-old  Poetter  currently 
resides  in  Savannah  and  serves  on 
SCAD's  board  of  trustees.  The  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association 
also  works  with  the  youth  at  Skidaway 
Island  United  Methodist  Church. 


BRUCE 
ROSSMEYER 

Throughout  his  life,  Bruce  Rossmeyer 
has  always  had  a  fascination  with  motor 
vehicles.  At  the  age  of  25,  he  opened  his 
first  dealership,  Rossmeyer  Dodge,  in  New 
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Jersey.  After  25  years  in  the  automobile 
industry,  he  decided  to  retire  in  1993; 
however,  Rossmeyer's  love  for  motor  ve- 
hicles would  not  allow  him  to  remain  so 
for  long.  Seeking  the  road  less  traveled, 
he  decided  to  sell  motorcycles. 

In  January  1994,  Rossmeyer 
opened  his  first  Harley-Davidson 
dealership  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla., 
as  well  as  car  dealerships  in  Daytona 
Beach,  Deland  and  Palm  Coast. 
Between  1994  and  2007,  Rossmeyer 
opened  13  Harley-Davidson  locations 
in  Colorado,  Florida,  Mississippi, 
Massachusetts  and  Tennessee. 

In  2002,  he  partnered  with  Arlen 
and  Corey  Ness  to  create  Arlen  Ness 
Motorcycles,  a  custom  motorcycle 
shop.  This  shop  expanded  Rossmeyer's 
offerings  by  giving  customers  an  op- 
portunity to  design  motorcycles  to  lit 
their  specifications. 

In  2005,  Rossmeyer  opened  the 
world's  largest  Harley-Davidson  deal- 
ership at  Destination  Daytona.  The 
109,000  square-foot  dealership  is  part 
of  a  larger  tourist  area  that  includes 
hotels,  condos,  restaurants  and  an 
amphitheater.  This  dealership  has  be- 
come the  second  most  popular  desti- 
nation for  Daytona  Beach's  Bike  Week. 
In  2007  alone,  the  combined  annual 
sales  for  his  dealerships  exceeded 
$200  million.  In  2003,  the  College 
of  Business  honored  Rossmeyer  as 
"Entrepreneur  ol  the  Year"  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  many  accomplishments. 

Rossmeyer  also  uses  his  love  of 
automobiles  to  improve  the  commu- 
nity. He  serves  on  several  boards  and 
organizes  multiple  yearly  bike  events 
to  benefit  numerous  organizations. 
Rossmeyer's  annual  Ride  for  Children, 
a  benefit  for  Camp  Boggy  Creek,  has 
raised  more  than  $3.8  million.  In 
addition,  the  Bikers  Bash  and  Bikers 


Ball  are  pari  of  a  three-day  event  to  raise 
funds  lor  the  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs  of 
Broward  County. 

Rossmeyer's  spirit  of  giving  has 
included  Southern  Miss.  The  Life  Member 
ol  i  he  Alumni  Association  is  a  significant 
contributor  to  he  College  of  Business  and 
the  Department  of  Athletics. 

Rossmeyer  and  Sandy,  his  wile,  have 
five  children  and  eight  grandchildren. 


Charles 
Thomas  '55 

Dedication  is  one  the  many  at- 
tributes that  best  describes  Charles 
Thomas.  Whether  through  his  career 
or  private  lite,  Thomas'  service  to  his 
community  has  enhanced  the  lives  ol 
countless  people,  many  ol  them  Golden 
Eagles  associated  with  the  arts. 

Thomas'  dedication  is  demon- 
strated in  his  community  service. 
Since  his  return  to  Hattiesburg  in 
1979,  Thomas  has  been  a  very  active 
member  ol  the  community,  He  has 
served  on  boards  and  committees 
for  several  businesses  and  organiza- 
tions including  Bancorp  South  and 
the  Hattiesburg  American.  Thomas  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Court  of  Honor 
lor  the  Emmett  Lee  Irvin  Province 


of  the  Kappa  Alpha  Order.  In  addi- 
tion, Thomas  has  been  an  organist  for 
several  churches  over  the  past  58  years. 
He  is  currently  the  organist  for  Parkway 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church. 

Thomas'  passion  for  the  arts  extends 
well  beyond  the  organ.  Over  the  years,  he 
has  worked  tirelessly  to  create  awareness 
for  several  arts  programs  at  Southern  Miss 
as  well  as  in  the  Hattiesburg  community. 
Notably,  he  has  served  as  chairman  of 
the  board  for  the  Partners  for  the  Arts  at 
Southern  Miss.  In  2007,  the  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association  received  the 
Continuous  Service  Award  from  the 
Alumni  Association. 

During  his  time  as  a  student  from 
1951  to  1955,  Thomas  held  many  leader- 
ship positions  at  Mississippi  Southern 
College.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
Kappa  Alpha  Order,  and  he  was  an  active 
member  ol  the  Interfraternity  Council. 
Following  graduation,  Thomas  served  in 
the  U.S.  Navy  on  the  USS  Lexington  CVA 
16.  Alter  completing  his  tour,  he  re- 
turned to  Laurel  and  joined  the  Northern 
Electric  Company,  which  later  became 
the  Sunbeam  Corporation. 

Thomas'  dedication  to  his  career 
led  to  many  leadership  positions  in  the 
Sunbeam  Corporation,  including  human 
resources  manager,  plant  manager  and 
division  manager.  These  positions  held 
Thomas  responsible  for  the  corporation's 
distribution,  warehousing,  procure- 
ment and  information  systems.  His 
responsibilities  also  extended  to  Canada 
and  Mexico.  Alter  35  years  of  service  to 
Sunbeam,  he  retired  as  vice  president  ol 
operations  in  June  1995. 

Thomas  and  his  wife  Diane  have  three 
sons,  Charles  Jr.  '86,  Robert  '89  and  David 
'91.  They  also  have  live  grandchildren. 
Daughters-in-law  Rohm  Thompson 
Thomas  '90  and  Jill  Denson  Thomas  '98 
also  have  decrees  Irom  Southern  Miss.  ^ 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

■Alumni  hall  of  Fame. 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  alumni  Hall  of  Fame  was  established 

in  1987  to  recognize  those  ol  professional  accomplishment  and  whose  contributions  of  time  and  financial  means  have 

helped  move  the  University  forward.  The  induction  ceremony,  which  annually  takes  place  during  the  I  niversity's 

Homecoming  festivities,  was  held  at  Southern  Oaks  House  and  Gardens  in  Hattiesburg  on  Friday,  Oct.  $1.  The  seven 

inductees  of  the  Class  of  2008  brought  the  Alumni  I  lall  oi  Fame's  total  membership  to  221  alumni. 
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AWARD  WINNERS 


Each  year  at  Homecoming,  the  Alumni  Association  presents  awards  in  six  categories  to  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  in  an 
effort  to  recognize  volunteer  excellence  in  service  to  Southern  Miss  and  the  Alumni  Association.  Awards  presented  include: 

given  to  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University;  C  given  to  alumni 

for  their  long-term  efforts  and  dedication  to  Southern  Miss;  S;  given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who 

have  made  a  significant,  unique  contribution  to  the  University,  community  or  their  profession; 

given  to  one  alum  36  years  of  age  or  younger  who  has  made  contributions  of  time  and  effort  to  the  University,  community 
and  their  profession;  ervice  Award  given  to  one  alum  who  has  continued  to  give  of  their  time  and  talents  throughout 

the  years  to  recognize  outstanding  alumni  support,  professional  achievement,  loyalty  and  service  to  the  University,  and 

-  given  to  one  individual  who  is  not  an  alum  but  who  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern  Miss 
throughout  the  years. 


As  an  academic 
adviser  to  Southern  Miss  student-athletes, 
Stacy  Breazeale  enjoys  helping  Golden  Eagles 
achieve  their  academic  goals.  She  has  taught 
the  Freshman  Orientation  course  for  student- 
athletes,  and  occasionally  teaches  as  an  adjunct 
professor  in  the  Department  of  Mathematics. 
In  2005,  she  accepted  the  director  of  academics  position  for  the 
Student  Academic  Enhancement  Program  (SAEP)  at  Southern  Miss. 

Breazeale  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  South  Central 
Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association  since  1998  and 
works  with  the  chapter's  scholarship  program.  She  is  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Association  and  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club. 
Breazale's  parents  are  also  Southern  Miss  graduates. 

A  former  Petal  High  School  (PHS)  teacher,  Breazeale  returned 
to  Southern  Miss  to  earn  her  master's  degree  in  education  in 
1996.  After  seven  years  at  PHS,  Breazeale  began  working  for  the 
SAEP  in  2000  as  an  academic  adviser. 

tft^f^A  ^  Miriam  Cabana  has 

m  *■  been  a  registered  nurse  for  40  years.  She 

V  -  .  received  her  bachelor's  degree  in  nursing  from 

the  University  of  Florida,  and  master's  degree 
[^^■S  in  nursing  from  The  University  of  Southern 

Mississippi.  Cabana  is  currently  the  coordi- 
nator of  learning  resources  and  clinical 
stimulation  lab  for  the  School  of  Nursing  and  volunteers  her  service 
as  president  of  the  Association's  Nursing  Constituency  Society. 

Cabana  started  her  career  in  the  military  serving  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  and  U.S.  Army  Nurse  Corps.  During  this  time,  she  married 
another  alum,  Dr.  Don  Cabana  75,  '96.  She  later  resigned  with  the 
rank  of  captain  and  worked  in  several  correctional  facilities. 


In  addition  to  her  work  in  the  military  and  various  correction- 
al facilities,  Cabana  was  an  instructor  in  the  RN  Nursing  program 
at  North  Central  Missouri  College.  She  was  also  a  case  manager 
and  coordinator  for  two  home  health  agencies  for  12  years. 

She  is  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi  National  Honor  Society  and 
president  of  the  Gamma  Lambda  chapter  of  Sigma  Theta  Tau 
Honor  Society  of  Nursing.  Cabana  is  also  a  founding  member 
of  the  Southern  Survivor  Breast  Cancer  Support  Group  and 
frequently  speaks  at  public  forums  for  breast  cancer  awareness. 

^^■A  Dana  Edwards, 

A    f         H       a  native  of  Meridian,  now  serves  the 
Jfr""  ■  V        Association  as  Alumni  Ambassador  for  the 

at  J       Nashville,  Tenn.,  area.  She  is  instrumental 

JU  ^M       in  coordinating  the  chapter's  annual  dinner 

^IB  H.     and  game-watching  parties. 

^^^^^^"^^"  Edwards  received  her  Bachelor  of  Arts 

degree  in  speech  communication  in  2002  and  her  Master  of  Science 
degree  in  speech  communication  in  2004  from  Southern  Miss.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club,  a  Kappa  Delta  sorority  alumna  and 
enjoys  volunteer  work  for  the  American  Cancer  Society. 

While  in  graduate  school,  Edwards  was  a  graduate  as- 
sistant for  the  Alumni  Association  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Homecoming  Court  in  2004.  In  Nashville,  she  works  as  a  medical 
sales  representative  for  Smith  &  Nephew  Ortho,  Inc.  She  was 
married  on  August  16  to  Josh  Edwards  of  Nashville. 


1  As  a  student  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  Scott 
Hecker  was  involved  in  many  campus 
activities  and  organizations.  He  was  vice 
president  of  the  Inter-Fraternity  Council,  a 
committee  chairman  for  the  Student 
Government  Association  and  a  member  of 
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Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity.  Hecker  was  also  a  freshman  associate 
and  an  Eagle  Connection  recruiter. 

After  receiving  his  bachelor's  degree  in  2001,  the  native  New 
Orleaman  returned  to  the  Crescent  City  to  pursue  his  MBA  at  Tulane 
University.  He  is  currently  a  human  resources  information  systems 
project  analyst  for  Ochsner  Health  Systems. 

Today,  Hecker  is  a  dedicated  alumnus.  He  is  the  current  president 
of  the  Alumni  Association's  New  Orleans  Chapter.  As  president, 
Hecker  has  worked  diligently  to  create  awareness  of  the  University  in 
the  New  Orleans  area.  He  has  helped  the  New  Orleans  Chapter  estab- 
lish the  annual  University  Founders'  Day  Dinner  and  Silent  Auction, 
an  annual  Christmas  party  and  participation  in  several  community 
projects.  These  projects  include  the  Katrina  Krewe,  Toys  for  Tots  and 
various  food  drives.  Hecker  was  also  instrumental  in  helping  the  New 
Orleans  Chapter  establish  a  scholarship  that  will  be  awarded  to  a 
deserving  Southern  Miss  student  from  the  New  Orleans  area. 

First  as  a  student,  and 
today  through  her  work  as  an  instructor  of 
speech  communication  and  with  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association,  Missy  McGee  has 
developed  a  lifelong  relationship  with  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  She  is  a  Life 
Member  ol  the  Alumni  Association  and  serves  on 
the  Association's  Publications  Board.  She  is  also  a  former  member  ol 
the  Association's  South  Central  Mississippi  Chapter  Board. 

In  addition,  McGee  is  an  active  member  of  the  Hattiesburg  community. 
She  currently  serves  on  several  boards  including  the  Presbyterian  Christian 
School  PTO,  Hattiesburg  Arts  Council  and  Hattiesburg  Dixie  Youth 
Baseball.  McGee  is  also  a  life  member  of  the  Hattiesburg  Junior  Auxiliary. 
McGee  earned  her  bachelor's  and  master's  degrees  from  Southern 
Miss.  She  is  married  to  Sean  McGee,  a  1990  graduate  of  Southern 
Miss,  and  member  ol  the  Association's  Board  of  Directors.  They  have 
two  children,  Patrick  and  Jackson. 

6  A  member  of  the 
Association's  board  ol  directors,  Melissa  Medley 
is  the  director  of  Marketing  and  Communications 
for  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority.  In 
that  role,  she  develops  the  marketing,  media  and 
advertising  strategies  for  the  state's  economic 
development  efforts.  She  coordinates  all  commu- 
nication for  the  authority  and  leads  the  Marketing  and 
Communications  division,  which  is  comprised  of  professionals 
working  in  the  areas  of  design,  special  events,  public  relations, 
research,  Web  design  and  GIS  mapping.  Notably,  she  has  shared  her 
expertise  to  assist  the  Association's  communications  efforts  as  a 
member  of  the  organization's  Publications  Board  and  was  instrumental 
in  the  effort  to  pass  Senate  Concurrent  Resolution  522,  which 
restructured  the  state  College  Board  in  both  makeup  and  term  length. 

In  addition  to  her  work,  Medley  is  also  a  member  of  Sales  and 
Marketing  Executive  International.  She  is  currently  chair  of  the  SMEI 
Accreditation  Board  of  Trustees  and  its  foundation.  Medley  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mississippi  Economic  Development  Council,  and  a  former 
tourism  commissioner  for  Hattiesburg.  She  is  also  certified  in  market- 
ing by  the  Accreditation  Institute  of  Sales  and  Marketing  Executives 
International,  Inc. 


Jason  Sanderson,  a 
Hattiesburg  native,  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
accounting  from  Southern  Miss  in  1991.  As  a 
student,  Sanderson  was  a  member  of  Sigma  Chi 
fraternity  and  Beta  Alpha  Psi  honorary  organiza- 
tion. As  an  alumnus,  he  is  a  Life  Member  of  the 
Association,  an  Honor  Club  member  and  has 
served  on  the  Association's  Finance  Committee.  In  addition,  he  is  a 
regular  speaker  for  Beta  Alpha  Psi  in  the  College  of  Business,  and  will 
join  the  Association's  Board  of  Directors  in  2009. 

After  graduation,  Sanderson  moved  to  Jackson  to  work  for  Arthur 
Anderson,  LLP.  In  2000,  Sanderson  became  the  executive  vice 
president  and  chiel  financial  officer  for  Cypress  Pharmaceutical,  Inc. 
in  Madison.  The  certified  public  accountant  also  serves  as  president  of 
Currituck  Capital  LLC,  a  private  investment  company. 

Sanderson  and  his  wife,  Mary,  have  three  children:  Caroline, 
Isabella  and  Shane.  Sanderson's  father,  Ron  "73,  and  his  brother, 
Jordan  Tyler  Sanderson  '02,  who  earned  a  doctorate  in  English,  are 
also  graduates  of  Southern  Miss. 

Long 

Life  Members  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  contributors  to  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  and  Eagle 
Club  supporters,  Charles  and  Dottie 
Long  have  been  associated  with  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  for 
more  than  30  years. 

Dottie  has  served  on  the  board  ol  directors  tor  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Foundation,  the  Dubard  School  for  Language 
Disorders  and  the  Alpha  Sigma  Alpha  Sorority  Foundation.  She  also 
served  as  the  secretary  for  the  Foundation's  executive  committee  from 
2001  to  2004  and  is  a  member  of  the  USM  Founders'  Society.  Charles 
is  a  former  president  ol  what  was  then  the  Association's  Harrison 
County  chapter. 

The  Longs  are  also  active  members  of  the  Guliport  community. 
They  are  members  of  St.  Peter  Episcopal  Church,  the  Kiwanis  Club, 
Gulfport  Yacht  Club  and  Swan  Lake  Estates  Homeowners  Association. 

Few  alumni  have 
dedicated  themselves  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  to  the  extent  of  Lou  Ann  Poynter. 
Poynter  is  the  immediate  past  president  ol  the 

t  Alumni  Association  and  a  past  president  of  The 

i       /       al;    University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation. 
Along  with  her  friend  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  she 
served  as  co-chair  ot  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign.  Among  her  many 
honors  related  to  Southern  Miss,  she  was  inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall 
ol  Fame  and  was  recentl)  honored  as  the  College  of  Business' 
Distinguished  Alumna  In  addition,  Poynter  currently  serves  on  the 
College  of  Business  Advisory  Council,  and  she  and  her  husband  Louts, 
who  is  also  a  graduate  of  Southern  Miss,  contributed  the  lead  gift  to 
the  Ogletree  House  Campaign, 

As  a  professional.  Pox  nter  was  president  and  CEO  of  Magnolia 
Federal  Bank  lor  Savings  prior  to  the  merger  of  Magnolia  Federal 
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with  Union  Planters  Bank  on  Nov.  1,  1997.  She  then  served  as 
senior  executive  vice  president  and  head  of  the  Mortgage  Banking 
Division  of  Union  Planters  Bank,  N.A.  prior  to  her  retirement  in 
July  2004.  The  Poynters  have  one  daughter,  Melissa,  who  gradu- 
ated from  Southern  Miss  in  2002  and  received  her  juris  doctorate 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi  in  2006. 

(3/faectfzc,  £§/e'twce  *J2/ttt&?<<7\ 

Dr.  Christopher 
Campbell  is  the  director  of  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  where  he 
also  earned  his  doctorate  in  mass  communica- 
tion in  1993.  As  director,  he  has  led  efforts  to 
strengthen  relationships  with  alumni  through 
the  establishment  of  an  alumni  hall  of  fame  specific  to  the  school — its 
early  inductees  include  CNN  reporter  Kathleen  Koch,  the  Weather 
Channel's  Natalie  Allen  and  longtime  professor  Dr.  Gene  Wiggins. 

Before  returning  to  Southern  Miss  in  2005,  he  served  as  a 
faculty  member  and  program  administrator  at  Xavier  University 
in  New  Orleans,  the  University  of  Idaho,  Hampton  University 
and  Ithaca  College.  He  is  the  author  of  a  book,  Race,  Myth  and  the 
News,  and  a  number  of  articles  and  book  chapters  about  media 
and  cultural  diversity.  He  holds  a  bachelor's  degree  in  English 
from  Webster  University  in  St.  Louis  and  a  master's  degree  in  mass 
communication  from  Southern  Illinois  University  at  Edwardsville. 

Rusty  Rolison,  the  manager 
of  performing  facilities  and  special  events 
coordinator  at  Southern  Miss,  has  spent  many 
years  in  event  planning  and  is  an  integral  part 
behind  the  scenes  at  many  Alumni  Association 
events  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

The  Butler,  Ala.,  native  is  a  graduate  of 
Livingston  University,  and  started  his  career  as  a  visual  merchan- 
dising director  for  the  J.C  Penney  company.  Later,  he  worked 
as  the  promotions  director  for  WTOK-TV,  an  ABC  affiliate,  in 
Meridian.  During  his  time  at  WTOK,  Rolison  received  several 
awards  for  his  campaigns. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  at  Southern  Miss,  Rolison  works 
with  the  Mississippi  Junior  Miss  pageant.  He  is  a  member  of 
Mississippi's  Junior  Miss  Board  of  Directors,  and  has  been  in- 
volved in  the  organization  lor  the  past  30  years. 
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"t  Dr.  Jason  Dean  '97  is 
the  vice  president  for  Economic  Policy  at  the 
Mississippi  Economic  Council  and  a  valuable 
member  of  the  Association's  Board  of 
Directors.  His  duties  as  vice  president 
include  serving  as  chief  operating  officer  for 
Momentum  Mississippi,  the  state's  long  range 
economic  development  plan.  Dean  also  serves  as  chief  operating 


officer  for  the  Mississippi  Partnership  for  Economic  Development, 
which  provides  funding  for  most  of  the  state's  non-profit  agencies. 

From  2003  until  2006,  Dean  served  as  a  political  adviser  for 
Governor  Haley  Barbour.  In  2006,  he  received  an  appointment  to 
the  2006-07  Class  of  White  House  Fellows.  During  this  appoint- 
ment. Dean  worked  with  the  nation's  most  prominent  leaders  on 
federal  policy. 

Dean  is  married  to  Courtney  Rogers  Dean  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  Bogan  and  Carter.  They  currently  reside  in  Madison. 

Service  has  always 
been  an  important  aspect  of  Luke  Schissel's 
life.  Whether  it  is  through  his  work  as  an 
attorney,  or  his  involvement  in  several 
community  organizations,  Schissel  always 
finds  time  to  give  back  to  the  community 
and  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
The  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  and  the  Mississippi 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning's  Inter-Alumni  Council  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  a  current  member  ol  the 
University  Foundation's  board  of  directors.  Notably,  he  has  also 
served  as  national  president  of  Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity. 

Following  graduation,  Schissel  was  employed  as  a  mathemati- 
cian with  NASA  at  the  Marshall  Space  Flight  Center  in  Huntsville, 
Ala.  After  a  number  of  years  with  NASA,  he  enrolled  in  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Law  School.  Schissel  has  practiced  law 
for  38  years  and  served  as  city  attorney  in  Greenwood.  He  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Leflore  County  Bar  Association  and  is  a 
former  judge.  Schissel  was  also  the  first  chairman  and  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Municipal  Judges'  Association. 

Dr.  Thad  and  Gerry  Waites 

Over  the  years,  Thad  and  Gerry 
Waites  have  become  an  integral 
part  of  the  Hattiesburg  community. 
Many  of  their  efforts  have  aided  in 
the  rapid  growth  of  Southern  Miss. 
The  couple  has  made  financial 
contributions  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  and  several 
departments,  schools  and  organizations  throughout  the 
University.  They  have  also  established  scholarships  in  the 
College  of  Science  and  Technology  and  the  School  of  Music. 
The  Waites  are  members  of  the  Association,  the  Eagle  Club  and 
the  Circle  of  Champions.  In  addition,  Thad  is  a  member  of  the 
Foundation's  Investment  Committee. 

Thad,  a  Waynesboro  native,  is  a  groundbreaking  cardiologist 
whose  group  was  the  first  in  the  state  to  perform  several  medical 
procedures  including  rotablator,  angiojet  and  atherectomy.  His  clinic 
recently  became  the  first  to  use  Cardiac  CT,  a  new  procedure  that 
views  the  heart  and  arteries  without  catheterization.  Gerry,  originally 
from  New  Orleans,  La.,  is  a  retired  banker.  IS 
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More  than  100  golfers  and  30  sponsors  helped  make  the  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf  Tournament  a  success. 

Homecoming  Golf  Tournament  Raises 
$10,000  for  Legacy  Scholars  Program 

The  location  was  different  for  the  annual  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf  Tournament  in  2008,  but  the  result  was  still  a  smash- 
ing success.  The  tournament,  which  took  place  on  Oct.  31,  was  held  lor  the  first  time  at 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club,  and  once  again  raised  $10,000  in  support  ot  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Associations  Legacy  Scholars  Program. 

Each  year,  the  fund  provides  $1,000  scholarships  to  select  children  or  grandchildren 
of  Southern  Miss  alumni.  In  2008,  eight  students  were  awarded  Legacy  Scholarships.  The 
scholarship  endowment  horn  which  the  awards  are  drawn  now  exceeds  $150,000. 

"This  Homecoming  tournament  was  the  most  successlul  to  date,"  said  Jerry  DeFatta, 
tournament  director  and  the  Alumni  Association's  associate  director  for  external  affairs. 
"We've  been  fortunate  to  have  loyal  sponsors  and  outstanding  Southern  Miss  supporters 
who  each  year  are  excited  to  support  this  worthwhile  cause.  Once  again,  we  had  more 
than  100  golfers  participate,  and  we  raised  $10,000  lor  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program." 


Welcome,  New  Life  Members! 


Cecil  &  Lynn  Allegrezza 

Chuck  &  Ann  Claire  Bennett 

Chris  &  Stefanie  Bennett 

Joseph  F.  Best,  III 

Scott  N.  Bowers 

■        Kurt  &  Rebecca 
Breitenkamp 
Bryan  &  Lindsay  Bruner 
Bertin  &  Belva  Chevis 
Lofton  &  Elaine  Cox 
Frank  C.  Dale 
Jerry  DeFatta 
Brenda    Elder 
Gary  Lee  Ellis,  Sr. 
Walter  &  Tracy  Ferguson 
Henry  &  Patty  Fox 


Amanda  Gibson 

Brent  &  Kelly  Greenwald 

Blake  &  Rachel  Hamm 

Will  &  Heather  Hansen 

Bruce  A.  Holliday 

Susan  C.  Hubbard 

Roland  &  Melody  Huie 

April  D.  Jordan 

Kathryn  Shumaker  LeBlanc 

Hugo  D.  Ley 

William  P.  "Mart"  Martin,  Jr. 

Ruth  Woods  McPhearson 

Donn  R.  Mitchell,  II 

Joseph  Morgan 

Chris  &  Paula  Morgan 

Donald  Eric  Murphy 


Kerry  &  Betty  Neal 

Cindy  LeLeaux  Nelson 

Jesse  &  Allison  New 

Thanh  &  Hoi  Nguyen 

Adam  &  Alison  Pace 

Robert  Scott  Pless 

Susan  Fortenberry  Reeves 

Kenneth  F.  Rhinehart 

David  &  Laurie  Rimes 

Jerry  &  Stephanie  Ross 

Sherry  Lambert  Russell 

David  B.  Sanguinetti 

Martha  Holcomb  Sims 

Vince  Stringer 

Mary  Putnam  Walton 

Rick  P.  White 


(association  news 

Past  President, 
Alumni  Hall  of 
Famer  Lang  Dies 

Former  Alumni  Association  president 
Elmo  Lang  '54,  a  charter  member  of  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  died  on  August  30.  The 
Pascagoula  resident  was  a  U.S.  Army  veteran, 
a  notable  attorney,  and  during  his  tenure  as 
Alumni  Association  president  in  1971-72  he 
was  instrumental  in  the  selection  of  "Golden 
Eagles"  as  the  University's  nickname. 

As  a  Southern  Miss  student,  Lang  was 
a  baseball,  basketball  and  football  player 
who  was  best  known  as  an  end  for  the 
football  Southerners.  In  a  role  that  equates 
to  today's  tight  end,  Lang  played  with  run- 
ning backs  Bubba  Phillips.  Bucky  McElroy 
and  Hugh  Laurin  Pepper.  His  senior  year, 
he  was  selected  Mr.  M.S.C.  (Mississippi 
Southern  College).  He  was  inducted  into 
the  M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  in  1967. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Lang  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association 
lor  more  than  50  years  along  with  his 
wife  Vivian  '53.  Elmo  was  the  patriarch  of 
one  ol  the  largest  Southern  Miss  families. 
The  Summer  2004  edition  of  The  Talon 
featured  Lang  and  a  photo  ol  10  members 
of  the  Lang  family,  all  of  whom  attended 
Southern  Miss.  The  tradition  of  Langs  at 
Southern  Miss,  and  their  relationship  with 
the  Alumni  Association  have  continued 
for  decades.  Most  recently.  Sarah  Kathryn 
Cromer,  Elmo's  granddaughter,  was 
awarded  a  Legacy  Scholarship  in  2007. 

Memorials  can  be  made  to  the  Elmo 
Lang  Memorial  Scholarship  Endowment 
by  mail  to  The  University  ot  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation.  US  College  Drive 
#10020,  Hattiesburg,  MS  J9406-0001 
Please  make  checks  to  the  USM  Foundation. 


Foil  :oos     :i 


Dr.  Saunders 
Builds  Her  Team 


Like  a  conductor  stepping  to  the  podium,  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  has  her  orchestra  in  tune  and  ready  to  perform 
beautiful  music. 

It  has  been  18  months  since  Saunders  became  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  ninth  president.  When 
she  arrived,  she  promised  to  build  trust,  build  a  team  and  build  a  campus.  With  the  University  community  firmly 
behind  her  and  plans  for  the  Cross  Creek  campus  underway,  Saunders  has  taken  great  care  to  build  her  team.  Today, 
that  team  is  comprised  of  a  combination  of  veteran  Southern  Miss  employees  with  decades  of  experience  and  fresh 
faces  to  south  Mississippi  who  have  brought  with  them  innovative  ideas  that  will  help  ensure  the  institution  solidi- 
fies a  reputation  as  the  premier  research  university  for  the  Gulf  South.  They  are  tasked  with  carrying  out  the  vision 
of  Southern  Miss  stakeholders  that  emerged  from  11  campus  dialogue  sessions  held  early  in  Saunders'  presidency. 
That  vision  has  been  condensed  into  four  areas  of  strategic  focus — a  climate  of  academic  success,  image  development, 
community  connection,  and  healthy  minds,  bodies  and  campuses — and  resulted  in  a  new  University  brand  that 
describes  the  Southern  Miss  community — Creative.  Bold.  Determined.  This  edition  of  The  Talon  features  the  men 
and  women  Dr.  Saunders  is  most  counting  on  to  assist  her  in  taking  Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 
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As  provost,  Dr.  Robert  Lyman  serves  as  Dr.  Saunders'  prin- 
cipal adviser  in  all  academic  affairs.   He  is  most  instrumental  in 
ensuring  that  the  stakeholders'  vision  of  a  climate  of  academic 
success  is  achieved.  This  vision,  according  to  Saunders,  includes 
"a  unified  environment  that  minimizes  barriers  for  prospec- 
tive students;  attracts  and  retains  quality  faculty  and  staff; 
embraces  and  reflects  diversity;  and  produces  graduates  who 
are  truly  competitive  in  the  global  marketplace."  New  to  south 
Mississippi,  Lyman  joined  the  Southern  Miss  team  in  July;  previ- 

"We  are  developing  new  degree 

programs  and  courses  which 

emphasize  access  for  students" 

-  Dr.  Robert  Lyman,  Provost 

ously,  he  served  as  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at 
Appalachian  State  University  in  North  Carolina. 

"The  primary  responsibilities  of  the  provost  are  to  ensure 
the  quality  of  the  academic  programs  and  to  facilitate  scholarly 
productivity  by  the  faculty  and  staff,"  said  Lyman.  "These  are 
easy  to  accomplish  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
because  of  the  institution's  proud  history  and  great  potential  in 
both  of  these  areas." 

Part  of  Lyman's  focus  is  on  the  expansion  ol  student  offer- 
ings. "We  are  developing  new  degree  programs  and  courses 
which  emphasize  access  for  students  and  re-establishing  aca- 
demic programs  on  the  coast,"  he  said. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  the  University's  established  programs 
and  current  students  are  subpar.  Among  recent  student  achieve- 
ment, the  University's  Honors  College  welcomed  a  record  57 
Presidential  Scholars  with  an  average  ACT  score  of  31  this  fall. 
In  addition,  Justin  Poelma,  a  senior  polymer  science  major,  was 
named  the  17th  Goldwater  Scholar  in  Southern  Miss  history  and 
was  a  Marshall  Scholarship  finalist.  Southern  Miss  student-ath- 
letes also  continue  to  graduate  at  high  rates  ol  77  percent  lor  the 
men  and  78  percent  for  the  women.  The  men's  rate  is  the  highest 
among  Mississippi  universities. 


Dr.  Pat  Joachim,  Associate  Provost/  Campus 
Executive  Officer,  Gulf  Coast 

Joined  the  Southern  Miss  Team:  August  22, . 

Her  Role:  Among  other  duties,  the  Associate  Pn 
Executive  Officer  for  the  Gulf  Coast  oversees  planning  for  the 
University's  educational  programs  and  works  with  the  pre 
vice  presidents  and  deans  to  accomplish  the  educational  objec- 
tives. Dr.  Joachim  oversees  Gulf  Coast  student  recruitment  and 
retention  procedures,  and  promotes  research  at  the  various  Gulf 
Coast  sites.  She  also  develops  and  expands  partnerships  with 
business  and  industry  as  well  as  serving  on  multiple  boards. 

Her  Background:  In  addition  i 

Programs  for  Educational  Leadership  and  Research  at  Southern 
Miss  Gulf  Coast,  she  also  has  extensive  administrative  t 
ence  at  levels  K-12  in  education  within  the  Gulf  Coast's  school 
districts.  Before  serving  as  principal  at  Central  Elementary  School 
in  Gulfport,  she  was  assistant  principal  at  Fernwood Junior  High 
School  in  Biloxi.  Most  recently,  Dr.  Joachim  was  the  assistant  su- 
perintendent of  personnel  with  the  Ocean  Springs  School  D: 


While  Lyman  is  new  to  the  University,  the  vice  president  tot- 
Student  Affairs,  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  is  a  familiar  face  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni.  Paul  has  been  employed  by  the  University  lor  more  32 
years,  and  has  held  his  current  position  since  1993. 


Dr.  Robert  Lyman,  Provost 

Joined  the  Southern  Miss  Team:  June  1,  2008 

His  Role:  The  provost  is  the  chief  academic  c 

only  to  the  president.  Among  other  roles,  the  provost  is  the  president's  principal  adviser  in  all 

matters  pertaining  to  the  development  of  a  well-conceived  and  organized  curriculum. 

His  Background:  Before  coming  to  Southern  Miss,  Dr.  Lyman  served  as  dean  of  the  College  0) 
Arts  and  Sciences  at  Appalachian  State  University  in  Boone,  N.  C.  Prior  to  joining  Appalachian 
State  University,  Lyman  served  as  dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and  Letters  at  North  Georgia 
College  and  State  University  from  2003  to  2005.  From  1978  to  2003,  he  served  as  a  department 
head  within  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  the  University  of  Alabama  at  Tuscaloosa. 


Fall  2008 


Dr.  Cecil  Burge,  Vice  President  for  Research  and  Economic  Development 

Joined  the  Southern  Miss  Team:  Has  been  employed  at  Southern  Miss  since  1970 

His  Role:  Among  other  duties,  the  vice  president  for  Research  and  Economic  Development 
promotes  and  monitors  scholarship  within  the  University  community;  signs  off  on  all  externally 
funded  projects  administered  by  Southern  Miss  and  assists  the  members  of  the  instructional  staff 

in  their  scholarly  endeavors. 

His  Background:  Dr.  Burge  has  obtained  experience  in  virtually  every  position  and role  associated 
with  the  research  enterprise — -from  the  novice  faculty  researcher  to  the  functions  of  chief  research  officer. 
This  includes  serving  in  various  administrative  positions  such  as  technology  transfer  officer,  director  of 
the  Office  of  Research  and  Sponsored  Programs,  and  as  associate  vice  president  for  research. 


Although  Southern  Miss  has  long  been  recognized  as  a 
diverse  campus,  both  in  terms  of  demographics  and  student 
offerings,  Paul's  recent  efforts  have  been  directed  toward  recruit- 
ing more,  great  students,  preparing  them,  retaining  them,  and 
graduating  them.  This  fall,  in  addition  to  the  record  number  of 
Presidential  Scholars,  the  University  welcomed  its  largest  fresh- 
man class  and  the  highest  enrollment  in  the  institution's  history 
on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Paul  said  a  strategic  enrollment  plan  should 
be  in  place  by  January,  and  construction  on  a  new  freshmen 
residence  hall  complex,  housing  900  students,  will  begin  in  the 
spring  with  its  opening  targeted  for  the  Fall  2010. 

"Our  great  folks  in  admissions,  with  the  able  assistance 
of  financial  aid  and  residence  life,  as  well  as  the  faculty  who 


Dr.  Joe  Paul,  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs 

Joined  the  Southern  Miss  Team:  1976 

His  Role:  The  vice  president  for  Student  Affairs  holds  supervi- 
sory responsibility  for  a  wide  range  of  activities,  programs  and 
services  that  enhance  the  quality  of  life  of  the  University  com- 
munity, including  enrollment  services,  auxiliary  services  such  as 
residence  life  and  recreational  sports,  career  services  and  more. 

His  Background:  Before  becoming  vice  president  for  Student 
Affairs  in  February  1993,  Dr.  Paul,  the  longest  serving  vice 
president,  held  a  variety  of  positions  at  Southern  Miss,  includ- 
ing assistant  director  of  student  activities,  assistant  vice  presi- 
dent and  dean  of  student  development.  He  also  holds  faculty 
rank  in  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology,  teaching  in  the 
graduate  program  for  college  student  personnel  majors  seeking  a 
master's  degree  in  counseling. 


entertained  campus  visitors  last  year,  are  working  harder  than 
ever,  and  producing  great  results,"  Paul  said. 

Saunders'  vision  is  that  for  the  Southern  Miss  student  "the 
only  thing  hard  should  be  classes,"  and  where  "students  admit- 
ted to  Southern  Miss  have  every  opportunity  to  earn  a  degree 
and  acquire  a  comprehensive  educational  foundation  that 
expands  their  perspectives,  enhances  their  opportunities,  and 
enriches  our  society." 

■  ■  ■ 

Like  Paul,  vice  president  for  Research  and  Economic 
Development  Dr.  Cecil  Burge  is  a  veteran  at  his  position.  This 
past  year,  the  University  secured  $91  million  in  external  research 
funding,  eclipsing  the  marks  set  by  a  number  of  peer  institu- 
tions, including  the  University  of  Alabama  and  Texas  Tech. 

"Although  Congressionally-directed  funding  is  becoming 
more  difficult  to  obtain,  we  are  encouraged  by  the  quality  and 
size  of  our  competitive  awards  that  included  those  from  both 
NSF  (National  Science  Foundation)  and  N1H  (National  Institutes 
of  Health),"  Burge  said. 

Need  more  evidence  of  the  University's  growing  reputation 
as  the  premier  research  institution  of  the  Gulf  South?  The  News 
Around  Campus  section  of  this  edition  of  The  Talon  contains 
stories  about  a  faculty  member  who  has  earned  a  $2.3  million  NSF 
grant  as  well  as  the  opening  of  The  Garden,  the  University's  521- 
acre  innovation  and  commercialization  park.  The  Garden  will  be 
home  to  the  $27  million  National  Formulation  Science  Laboratory, 
the  Mississippi  Polymer  Institute  and  a  host  of  other  organizations 
that  will  work  together  with  the  University  and  the  region's  Area 
Development  Partnership  to  quickly  move  innovative  research 
from  the  lab  to  the  marketplace.  A  $25  million  commitment  by 
Viridis  Development  Company  to  build  a  state-of-the-art  office 
and  research  building  in  the  park  has  also  been  announced. 

"During  this  fiscal  year,  our  focus  is  to  continue  to  build  our 
capacity  across  all  colleges  for  securing  competitive  awards  and 
to  launch  operation  of  The  Garden  as  a  key  element  in  commu- 
nity and  economic  development,"  Burge  said. 

■  ■  ■ 

As  chief  financial  officer,  Joe  Morgan's  monumental  task  is  to 
keep  tuition  rates  reasonable  while  state  funding  appropriated  to 
higher  education  decreases.  He's  found  a  way  before — Morgan 
began  his  position  on  an  interim  basis  in  early  2006,  when  the 
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University  was  facing  a  $9  million  shortfall  following  Hurricane 
Katrina.   In  2007,  he  was  named  to  the  post  full-time.  Today,  as 
Morgan  says  "there  is  money  in  the  bank  and  the  bills  are  paid," 
but  both  he  and  the  president  acknowledge  that  tuition  "has 
reached  a  tipping  point  for  many  students." 

To  that  end,  they  say  the  University  will  continue  to  work 
hard  to  secure  its  fair  share  of  state  resources  but  will  need  to 
focus  its  efforts  on  other  sources  of  funding  and  efficiencies. 

In  2008,  an  Office  of  Sustainabiltty  was  established  within 
Morgan's  division,  an  important  cog  in  the  effort  to  produce 
healthy  minds,  bodies  and  campuses.  Through  efforts  such  as  a 
campus-wide  recycling  program,  the  office  encourages  healthy 
dialogue  and  behaviors  that  instill  a  collective  awareness  and  con- 
cern for  the  environment.  A  new  residence  hall  for  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  is  in  the  planning  stage  and  when  completed  will  be  the 
first  Leadership  in  Energy  and  Environmental  Design  (LEED) 
certified  residence  hall  in  Mississippi.  The  LEED  Green  Building 
Rating  System  is  a  third  party  certification  program  and  the 
nationally  accepted  benchmark  lor  the  design,  construction  and 
operation  of  high  performance  green  buildings.   The  University 
has  also  committed  to  build  all  new  buildings  of  more  than  5,000 
square  feet  to  at  least  LEED  silver  standard.  This  includes  develop- 
ment of  the  Cross  Creek  campus  on  the  Gull  Coast. 

■     D     L:J 

Similar  to  the  challenge  facing  Morgan,  vice  president  for 
Advancement  Dr.  David  Wolf  must  determine  the  best  strategy 
to  encourage  private  gifts  to  the  University  during  a  national 
recession.  Since  his  arrival  on  campus  in  February  from  the 
University  ol  Alabama,  where  he  was  assistant  vice  president  for 
Development,  the  University  has  restructured  its  external  opera- 
tions to  include  the  Alumni  Association,  Marketing  and  Public 
Relations  and  the  University  Foundation. 

"University  Advancement  has  undergone  an  organizational 
renaissance,"  Wolf  said.  "The  bringing  together  of  the  three  de- 
partments that  touch  the  lives  of  our  alumni,  friends  and  greater 
public  is  positioning  Advancement  as  an  organization  poised  to 
add  value  and  integrate  our  strategic  values." 

Wolf's  vision  for  University  Advancement  includes  the 
Foundation's  focus  "on  developing  a  program  that  will 


Dr.  David  Wolf, 

Vice  President  for  Advancement 

Joined  the  Southern  Miss  Team:      bruary  1,  20 

His  Role:  The  vice  president  for Adv 

activities  of  the  University  Foundation,  the  Department  of 

Marketing  and  Public  Relations  and  the  Alumni  A 

Dr.  Wolf  also  serves  as  executive  director  of  the  Foundation. 

His  Background:  Dr.  Wolf  came  to  Southern 

University  of  Alabama  where  he  served  as  the  assistant  vice 

president  for  Development.  He  has  served  in  a  variety  of  uni- 
versity positions  including  director  of  university  leadership  gifts 
and  director  of  Athletic  Development  at  Alabarr 

for  Development  at  Cameron  University  in  Lawton,  Okla.,  and 
director  of  University  Development  at  UT-Arlington. 


incorporate  the  three  tenants  of  fundraising — annual  giving, 
major  gifts,  and  planned  giving;"  the  Association's  focus  on 
"increasing  our  family  size  through  its  20,000  in  2010  initia- 
tive;" and  Marketing  and  Public  Relations'  focus  "on  building  a 
true  University  communications  plan  that  will  incorporate  our 
strategic  vision  of  being  creative,  bold  and  determined." 

With  a  solid  structure  in  place.  Wolf  is  preparing  to  take  the 
lead  in  a  comprehensive  fundraising  campaign  the  University 
plans  to  launch  in  conjunction  with  the  celebration  of  Southern 
Miss'  Centennial  in  2010.  The  campaign  would  be  the  first  for  the 
University  since  a  similar,  successful  effort  concluded  in  2004. 


Joe  Morgan,  Chief  Financial  Officer 

Joined  the  Southern  Miss  Team:  Has  worked  at  the  University  for  more  than  20  years 

His  Role:  The  chief  financial  officer  is  the  only  vice  president  assigned  direr/  administra 
responsibility  by  the  IHL  Board  of  Trustees,  being  delegated  an  administrative  pin  , 
under  the  direction  of  the  president  that  includes  all  financial  matters  of  the  University,  in- 
cluding preparing  and  monitoring  the  Unit  'ersity  budget  and  supervising  the  receipt,  custody 
and  disbursement  of  funds. 

His  Background:  Prior  to  working  for  the  University,  Morgan  held  a  variety  of  accounting 
positions  for  10  years  and  served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  His  first  position  at  Southern  Miss  . 
as  assistant  director  of  Purchasing,  and  he  served  as  the  director  of  Procurement  Services  from 
2003  to  2006,  when  he  was  named  interim  chief 'financial  officer.  Morgan  has  since  been 
appointed  to  the  position  on  a  permanent  basis. 


Fall  2008 


Mary  Dayne  Gregg,  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Articulation  and  Planning 

Joined  the  Southern  Miss  Team:  A  retired  faculty  member,  Gregg  joined  Dr.  Saunders'  staff  in  2007. 

Her  Role:   Gregg  serves  as  a  special  assistant  to  Dr.  Saunders,  primarily  working  as  a  liaison  to 
community  colleges  and  the  IHL  Articulation  Subcommittee.  She  also  assists  with  special  events  such 
as  Dr.  Saunders'  Inauguration  and  Commencement  ceremonies  and  serves  as  an  ex-offcio  member  of 
several  University  committees  representing  the  President's  Office. 

Her  Background:  Gregg  has  served  in  a  number  of  positions  at  Southern  Miss,  including  as  assistant 
director  of  the  School  of  Computing  and  an  instructor  of  computer  science  and  statistics  for  26  years. 
Gregg  also  served  as  the  faculty  advisor  for  several  student  organizations  including  Golden  Key 
International  Honour  Society,  Upsilon  Pi  Epsilon  and  Chi  Omega  Fraternity. 


While  the  significant  task  Dr.  Pat  Joachim  has  encountered 
as  associate  provost  for  the  Gulf  Coast  may  not  exactly  paral- 
lel Morgans  or  Wolf's,  it  is  certainly  no  less  daunting.  Joachim 
accepted  her  position  just  one  week  prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina's 
landfall,  which  decimated  the  University's  Gulf  Coast  operations. 
In  the  three  years  since,  Joachim  has  led  a  recovery  effort  that 
has  been  a  testament  to  Southern  Miss  determination.  Gulf  Coast 
enrollment  is  at  record  levels,  building  projects  continue  on  the 
Gulf  Park  campus  and  various  teaching  sites,  and  planning  for 
the  Cross  Creek  campus  is  ongoing. 

Although  Joachim's  duties  include,  but  certainly  are  not 
limited  to,  overseeing  the  planning  for  the  University's  edu- 
cational programs  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  overseeing  Gulf  Coast 
student  recruitment  and  retention  procedures,  and  promoting 
research  at  the  various  Gulf  Coast  sites,  a  pair  of  recent  moves 


Chad  Driskell,  Executive  Assistant  to 
the  President  for  External  Affairs 

Joined  the  Southern  Miss  Team:  September  24,  2007 

His  Role:  As  executive  to  the  president  for  external  affairs, 
Driskell's  responsibilities  include  legislative  affairs  and  man- 
agement of  relationships  with  the  IHL  Board,  elected  officials 
and  municipalities,  among  other  interest  areas.  Driskell  also 
completes  special  projects  as  assigned  by  the  president. 

His  Background:  His  previous  experience  includes  posi- 
tions with  the  Mississippi  Bankers  Association  as  senior  vice 
president  for  government  relations  and  with  the  Mississippi 
Gaming  Commission. 


by  the  University  should  help  to  somewhat  lessen  Joachim's  hefty 
workload.  In  October,  the  Honors  College  appointed  Dr.  David 
Holt,  assistant  professor  of  geography,  as  the  first  faculty  repre- 
sentative for  the  Senior  Honors  program  at  Southern  Miss  Gulf 
Coast,  and  last  month  the  University  named  Dr.  Tom  Lansford  as 
academic  dean  lor  the  Gulf  Coast  operations  effective  Jan.  1.  As 
the  faculty  representative  for  the  Senior  Honors  program,  Holt 
serves  as  the  coordinator  for  students  and  their  faculty  advis- 
ers as  well  as  for  admission  of  new  students.  As  academic  dean, 
Lansford  will  serve  as  the  chief  academic  officer  for  the  Gulf  Park 
campus  and  five  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  teaching  and  research 
sites.  Lansford  will  work  with  administrators  and  faculty  to  ac- 
complish educational  objectives  for  the  coast. 

■  ■  ■ 

Although  the  Gulf  Coast  operations  take  place  miles  from  the 
main  campus  in  Hattiesburg,  Saunders'  closest  advisers,  at  least 
in  terms  of  geography,  include  assistants  to  the  president  Mary 
Dayne  Gregg  and  Chad  Driskell.  Gregg  is  a  longtime  faculty 
member  who  Saunders  coaxed  out  of  retirement  in  2007  and 
maintains  an  office  within  the  Office  of  the  President.  Driskell  is 
a  former  senior  vice  president  for  government  relations  with  the 
Mississippi  Bankers  Association  who  counsels  the  president  on 
external  affairs  issues.  Gregg  works  as  a  liaison  to  community 
colleges  and  serves  as  an  ex-officio  member  of  several  University 
committees  representing  the  President's  Office,  while  Driskell's 
responsibilities  include  legislative  affairs  and  management  of 
relationships  with  elected  officials  and  municipalities  as  well  as 
working  with  the  IHL  Board. 

In  addition,  Gregg  and  Driskell  complete  special  projects  as 
assigned  by  the  president.  From  research  for  a  speech  or  ensur- 
ing the  successful  completion  of  the  Trent  Lott  National  Center 
for  Economic  Development  and  Entrepreneurship  no  task  is  too 
big.  For  instance,  Gregg  was  instrumental  in  the  development 
of  a  new  2  Plus  2  agreement  between  the  University  and  Hinds 
Community  College  that  allows  Hinds  students  interested  in 
Southern  Miss'  construction  engineering  technology  degree  to 
take  courses  in  the  program  at  the  Raymond  campus. 

■  ■  ■ 

With  her  mission  to  build  a  team  accomplished,  Saunders 
the  conductor  has  in  hand  the  music  written  by  Southern  Miss 
stakeholders,  and  the  University  is  building  to  a  crescendo, 
boldly,  creatively  and  with  determination.  § 
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THE  ARTS  ) 

Photo  Highlights  from 
"Breaking  the  Veils" 

The  College  of  Arts  and  Letters 
presented  an  international  art  exhibit 
designed  to  counter  misconceptions  about 
the  an  and  culture  of  women  who  live  m 
the  Islamic  world.  "Breaking  the  Veils: 
Women  Artists  from  the  Islamic  World" 
displayed  at  the  historic  Hattiesburg  Train 
Depot  from  Oct.  6  to  Dec.  5,  2008. 

"Breaking  the  Veils"  featured  art 
from  52  women  from  21  countries. 
The  exhibit  has  shown  in  20  European 
and  Australian  venues  to  great  ac- 
claim. Hattiesburg  was  the  second  stop 
on  a  three-year  North  American  tour. 
After  leaving  Hattiesburg,  the  tour  is 
continuing  on  to  the  Kennedy  Center 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  at  the  Arabesque 
Festival  in  February-March  2009. 

The  tour  is  presented  by  the  ArtReach 
Foundation,  a  non-profit  organization 
based  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  which  is  dedicated 
to  the  healing  power  of  the  arts.  The 
Hattiesburg  residency  was  made  possible 
through  a  generous  donation  by  Southern 
Miss  alumna,  Dr.  Beverly  Dale,  through 
her  late  father's  lecture  series,  the  Lt.  Col. 
John  H.  Dale  Sr.  Distinguished  Lecture 
Series  in  International  Security  and 
Global  Policy. 


Above:  The  exhibit  ran  for  two  months  at  the 
Hattiesburg  Train  Depot. 

Left:  Jennifer  Olmstead  of  Drew  University  leads  a 
discussion  during  the  Oct.  23  forum  on  "Gender 
and  Conflict  in  the  Islamic  World."  Olmstead  was 
one  of  four  panelists  at  the  event  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  University's  national  exhibit  "Breaking  the 
Veils:  Women  Artists  of  the  Islamic  World." 
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(THE  ARTS 

Goodsell  Chosen  for  Academy 

of  Television  Arts  and  Sciences  Seminar 

The  Academy  of  Television  Arts  and  Sciences  has  named  professor  of  practice  in  televi- 
sion production  Joey  Goodsell  a  2008  Faculty  Seminar  Fellow. 

Goodsell  was  one  of  only  20  educators  from  universities  and  colleges  around  the  coun- 
try invited  to  participate  in  the  weeklong  seminar  Nov.  11-15  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

"Joey  already  brings  a  unique  perspective  to  the  classroom  through  his  profes- 
sional production  experience,"  said  Dr.  Chris  Campbell,  director  of  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism.  "Working  with  producers,  directors  and  writers  through 
the  Academy  of  Television  Arts  and  Sciences  is  a  tremendous  opportunity  for  him  to 
enhance  our  media  production  program." 

The  Faculty  Seminar,  administered  through  the  Television  Academy  Foundation, 
provided  a  forum  for  discussion,  presentations  and  interactions  with  major  studios,  pro- 
duction companies,  networks  and  top  production  and  programming  professionals  in  the 
industry.  All  the  inner  workings  of  the  television  entertainment  industry  were  covered, 
including  production,  writing,  show  development,  digital  entertainment  and  more. 

"Most  people  think  television  production  is  the  nightly  news  cast,  but  I  try  to  bring  all  the 
aspects  of  television  production  to  the  classroom  to  show  our  students  that  this  field  stretches 
far  beyond  that,"  said  Goodsell.  "Students  have  so  many  choices  today  in  production,  whether 
it's  narrative  storytelling  like  sitcoms  and  dramas  or  commercials  and  music  videos." 

Goodsell  has  more  than  20  years  experience  writing  and  producing  for  television  and 
radio  and  12  years  experience  teaching.  His  work  includes  "Webb  Wilder:  Tough  It  Out."  an 
internationally  distributed  concert  performance  DVD  that  has  won  both  Telly  and  Accolade 
awards  and  been  featured  on  PBS  stations  across  the  country.  He  is  currently  in  post-produc- 
tion on  a  concert  performance  DVD  for  the  Detroit-based  band  Deadstring  Brothers. 

"Students  have  so  many  choices  today  in  production, 

whether  it's  narrative  storytelling  like  sitcoms  and 

dramas  or  commercials  and  music  videos/' 

-  Joey  Goodsell 


Interior  Design  Interim  Director  Elected  ASID  Regional  President 


Claire  Hamilton,  Interior  Design 
Program  interim  director,  will  serve 
as  the  2009  president  of  the  American 
Society  of  Interior  Designers  (ASID) 
South  Central  Chapter. 

Hamilton  will  first  serve  as  presi- 
dent-elect before  moving  into  her  new 
position  to  serve  as  president  of  the 
regional  board  for  Mississippi,  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas.  The  American  Society 
of  Interior  Designers  comprises  20,000 
practicing  interior  designers  from  across 
the  United  States  who  passed  rigorous 
acceptance  standards  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  organization. 

During  the  recent  ASID  conference  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Hamilton  also  received 
the  2008  Silver  Excellence  in  Design 
Award  for  her  work  on  the  University's 
newly-constructed  Writing  Center  in 


Cook  Library  and  the  Bronze  Award  for 
designing  the  office  of  President  Emeritu 
Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas. 

"My  membership  and 
participation  in  ASID  is 
extremely  important  to 
me,"  said  Hamilton,  a 
Southern  Miss  alumna. 
"1  am  certainly  hon- 
ored by  these  awards; 
however,  I  am  more 
grateful  for  the  opportu- 
nity to  serve  ASID  and 
to  build  relationships 
with  other  professional 
designers  across  the 
country.  These  connec- 
tions provide  opportunities 
for  our  students  in  locating  internships 
and  entry-level  jobs  as  well  as  provide 


loire  Ha 


national  recognition  for  the  Interior 
Design  program  at  Southern  Miss." 
Hamilton,  a  member  of  ASID  for 
more  than  20  years, 
received  a  Gold  Award 
in  200?  for  residential 
design.  That  same  year, 
the  Southern  Miss  student 
chapter  of  ASID  was 
awarded  first  place  for 
Outstanding  Student 
Chapter  of  the  Year. 

Roj  Calvin  Eure.  fel- 
low Southern  Miss  alum 
and  owner  of  Roy  Calvin 
Eure  Interior  Design  in 
Hattiesburg,  will  serve 
alongside  Hamilton  as  member- 
ship director  on  the  ASID  South  Central 
Chapter  board. 
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School  of  Music  Offers  New  Holiday  CD 

The  School  of  Music  has  released  its 
first  compilation  of  a  holiday  season 
compact  disc,  featuring  music  performed 
by  its  faculty  and  students.  From  solo 
performances  to  major  ensembles,  such 
as  the  Symphony  Orchestra,  Southern 
Chorale  and  Wind  Ensemble,  "Holiday 
Gold"  boasts  14  selections  of  classical 
and  traditional  holiday  favorites.  Copies 
are  available  to  alumni  and  friends  for 
$25  or  more  donation  to  the  School  of 
Music  via  the  Internet  at  www.usm.edu/ 
music/  (one  CD  per  donation).  "  u° " 

Donations  will  support  student  activities  and  participation  in 
international  competitions.  Give  the  gift  of  "Gold"  this  holiday  season. 


Band  Director  Marks  25  Years  of  Service 


A  concert  by  the  University  Wind 
Ensemble  Oct.  14  marked  a  significant 
date  in  Southern  Miss  School  of  Music 
history.  Dr.  Thomas  Fraschillo,  director 
of  bands,  celebrated  25 
years  on  the  podium. 

Fraschillo,  who 
earned  his  undergraduate 
and  master's  degrees  from 
Southern  Miss,  received 
a  doctorate  of  musical 
arts  from  the  University 
of  South  Carolina.  He 
has  served  as  catalyst 
and  mentor  for  the  music 
profession  in  the  area  of 
wind  music  for  38  years. 

His  influence  has  set 
high  standards  of  perfor- 
mance felt  by  virtually 
every  wind  music  organization  in  the 
Southeast  and  his  performances,  either 
on  the  high  school  level  or  university 
level,  serve  as  models  throughout  the 
world,  whether  in  the  professional  or 
academic  arena. 

"Thomas  Fraschillo  is  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  directors  in  the  history 
of  bands  in  Mississippi,"  said  Dr.  Steven 
Moser,  former  associate  director  of  bands 
and  now  associate  dean  of  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Letters.  "His  high  school 
program  at  Meridian  High  School  (prior 
to  his  appointment  at  Southern  Miss)  was 


Dr.  Thomas  Fraschill 


perhaps  the  finest  high  school  program  in 
the  state  in  the  last  50  years." 

From  his  recent  recordings,  "The 
Music  of  Luigi  Zaninelh"  and  "L'Orchestra 
di  fiati — University  of 
Southern  Mississippi 
Wind  Ensemble" 
(recorded  in  Italy),  to 
his  publishing,  conduct- 
ing and  lecturing  in  the 
United  States,  Europe 
and  Australia,  Fraschillo 
is  considered  an  interna- 
tional musician/scholar. 

Under  his  leader- 
ship, the  University's 
55 -member  Wind 
Ensemble  has  been 
featured  on  frequent 
public  radio  broadcasts 
in  Mississippi,  on  "Performance  Today," 
a  program  of  Public  Radio  International, 
and  has  performed  for  many  regional  and 
national  conventions,  including  two  ap- 
pearances for  the  American  Bandmasters 
Association  and  three  for  the  College 
Band  Director's  National  Association. 

In  March  2006,  Fraschillo  was  elected 
president  of  the  prestigious  American 
Bandmasters  Association,  becoming  the 
first  to  hold  the  office  from  Mississippi. 
He  also  served  as  president  of  the 
National  Band  Association,  the  world's 
largest  organization  for  band  directors. 


Former  Dean 
Honored  at 
Symphony  Concert 

Former  College  of  the  Arts  Dean  Harold 
Luce  (1987-96)  received  the  inaugural 
Themis  Award,  citing  his  "leadership,  service 
and  contribution,"  at  the  Oct.  9  season  open- 
ing concert  of  the  Symphony  Orchestra. 

The  Themis  Award,  named  after  the 
Titan  goddess  of  divine  law  and  order,  will 
be  presented  at  the  opening  orchestra  con- 
cert each  season  to  a  retired  administrator 
and/or  professor  who  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  orchestra,  said  Dr.  Jay  Dean, 
orchestra  musical  director. 

"This  award  was  developed  because  we 
wanted  to  annually  recognize  some  of  our 
outstanding  retired  faculty  and  adminis- 
trators," Dean  explained.  "We  decided  that 
a  good  way  to  do  this  would  be  to  dedicate 
our  opening  concert  to  a  retired  professor 
and/or  administrator  that  significantly 
contributed  to  our  success." 

"While  Dr.  Luce  was  dean,  he  was  sig- 
nificantly instrumental  in  helping  build  the 
orchestra.  As  an  administrator,  he  always  felt 
that  his  job  was  to  help  faculty  and  students." 

"While  Dr.  Luce  was  dean,  he 
was  significantly  instrumental 
in  helping  build  the  orchestra/7 

—  Dr.  Jay  Dean,  Orchestra  Music  Director 


Above:  Dr.  Denise  von  Herrmann,  center,  dean  of 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  and  Dr.  Jay  Dean, 
music  director  for  the  Symphony  Orchestra,  right, 
presents  Dr.  Harold  Luce  with  the  inaugural  Themis 
Award  at  the  Oct.  9  concert. 
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2007  -  2008 


LETTER  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 

The  period  of  the  2007-2008  fiscal  year  was  indeed  a  positive  and  exciting  one  for  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  While  there  are  always  challenges 
to  be  faced,  the  volunteer  leadership  and  staff  of  the  Alumni  Association  have  continued 
to  work  in  the  best  interests  of  our  alumni  and  our  University  as  a  whole. 

We  accomplished  much  over  the  past  fiscal  year,  and  we  have  even  more  planned  for  the  next 
year  and  a  half  that  will  lead  us  to  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  University  in  2010.  While  1 
cannot  cover  all  of  our  accomplishments  and  initiatives  here,  1  would  like  to  highlight  a  few. 
The  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House  was 
an  overwhelming  success.  We  hit  our  $3  million  goal  in  December  2007  and  started 
construction  on  the  facility  in  January  2008.  By  the  formal  conclusion  of  the  campaign 
just  a  few  months  ago  in  August,  we  had  surpassed  our  goal  by  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  representing  108  percent  of  the  original  goal.  This  is  quite  an  accomplishment 
for  the  Alumni  Association,  and  we  could  not  be  more  proud.  The  staff  should  reoc- 
cupy  the  building  no  later  than  June  2009,  and  plans  are  to  host  a  ribbon-cutting  event 

at  the  first  home  football  game  of  the  2009  season.  More  than  800  gifts  were  received  from  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends,  and  we  are  appreciative  of  each  and  every  one  of  them. 

The  Alumni  Association  is  in  the  final  stages  of  an  extensive  branding  initiative  whereby  the  look  and  presenta- 
tion of  virtually  every  communication  piece  has  been  updated  and  enhanced.  In  addition,  2008  saw  the  expansion  and 
improvement  of  the  Association's  quarterly  magazine.  The  Talon.  Our  alumni  magazine  is  the  best  in  the  state  without 
question  and  is  on  par  with  any  alumni  association  publication  of  its  kind  anywhere  in  the  country.  In  addition,  the 
third  edition  of  The  Drawl  was  distributed  in  March  for  Founders'  Day  2008.  This  Centennial  Edition  of  The  Drawl  was 
expanded  by  eight  pages  and  is  expected  to  remain  in  circulation  through  2010. 

As  we  look  ahead,  one  of  the  most  exciting  initiatives  perhaps  to  ever  occur  on  this  campus  is  the  planning  for  our 
Centennial  Celebration  to  be  observed  over  the  course  of  the  2010  calendar  year.  The  Centennial  Celebration  Steering 
Committee,  appointed  by  Dr.  Saunders,  and  co-chaired  by  Dr.  Alvin  Williams  and  former  Alumni  Association  President  Rex 
Kelly,  with  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  serving  as  Honorary  Chair,  is  well  on  its  way  to  putting  a  plan  in  place  to  ensure  we  have  an 
incredible  celebration  of  the  University's  100th  Anniversary  in  2010.  The  Alumni  Association,  in  conjunction  with  Centennial 
Coordinator  Jennifer  Payne  and  Ray  Guy,  is  playing  a  critical  role  in  this  process. 

In  conjunction  with  the  plans  for  celebrating  the- .University's  100th  Anniversary,  the  Alumni  Association  is 
in  the  midst  of  working  for  a  milestone  of  its  own.  We  have  launched  the  20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign  to 
grow  the  Association's  membership  to  20,000  by  the  Centennial  Celebration  in  2010.  This  is  an  exciting  and  chal- 
lenging initiative  for  the  Alumni  Association,  and  1  hope  every  member  of  the  Association  will  do  his  or  her  part  to 
ensure  this  ambitious  endeavor  is  reached. 

•   The  operating  budget  of  the  Association  for  2008-2009  stands  at  $820,000  with  membership  of  more  than  16,000 
alumni  in  2007-2008.  This  gives  us  a  participation  percentage  of  approximately  18  percent  which  places  us  on  par  with 
other  national  universities.  We  now  have  more  than  4,000  Life  Members,  and  the  Association  is  in  sound  financial  shape. 
As  you  can  see,  the  Association  is  growing  and  making  an  impact  on  our  beloved  Alma  Mater.  Let  me  remind  you  at 
this  point  that  we  can  only  continue  this  progress  with  your  continued  support  and  involvement.  Southern  Miss  is  enjoy- 
ing an  exciting  and  promising  time  in  its  history,  and  the  Alumni  Association  is  contributing  to  that  attitude.  Thank  you 
for  your  demonstrated  loyalty  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  for  helping  to  take... 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 
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ASSOCIATION  STRIVES  FOR  20,000  IN  2010 
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For  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  Fiscal  Year 
2007-08  marked  a  significant  transition  in  locus.  The  successful 
completion  of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  provided  a  reason 
to  celebrate,  but  the  launch  of  the  20,000  in  2010  Membership 
Campaign  set  a  new,  equally  ambitious  goal  for  the  organization. 

"This  is  an  exciting  time  for  the  Alumni  Association,"  said 
executive  director  Bob  Pierce  '91.  "Along  with  the  University, 
we  are  boldly  moving  full  speed  ahead  into  the  second  century 
of  Southern  Miss.  We  are  eagerly  anticipating  the  completion 
of  the  expansion  and  restoration  of  the  Ogletree  House  and  are 
looking  forward  to  thousands  of  alumni  reconnecting  with  the 
University  during  our  20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign." 

All  told,  more  than  800  alumni  and  friends  o(  the 
University  contributed  $3.25  million  to  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign,  an  effort  that  will  nearly  double  the  size  of  the 
home  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  to  12,800  square  leet.  A 
groundbreaking  ceremony  was  held  in  January,  and  the 
construction  and  restoration  project  should  be  complete  in 

the  summer  of  2009.  The  campaign  was  successful,  exceeding  its  $3  million  goal  by  more 
than  a  quarter-million  dollars,  despite  a  difficult  start  just  prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  Today, 
each  nail,  beam,  brick  and  window  is  evidence  oi  the  determination  of  Southern  Miss  alumni 
toward  a  collective  goal. 

"We  are  so  grateful  to  the  generous  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  and  Alumni 
Association  who  stepped  forward  to  support  this  important  project,"  said  campaign  co-chair 
Lou  Ann  Poynter  '69,  70.  "The  campaign  faced  many  challenges  along  the  way,  but  the  hard 
work  of  the  campaign  committee  and  Association  staff  enabled  us  to  overcome  these  obstacles.' 

While  there  is  no  mistaking  the  resiliency  of  Southern  Miss  alumni,  the  organization  is 
also  boldly  pressing  forward  with  the  20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign,  an  effort  to  raise 
membership  in  the  Association  to  20,000  by  the  centennial  anniversary  ol  the  institution's 
founding  on  March  30,  1910.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  2007-08  Fiscal  Year,  the  Association 
boasted  of  a  membership  roll  of  more  than  16,000,  with  members  in  all  50  states  and  a  numbei 
of  foreign  countries.  At  18  percent  participation  in  the  Association,  Southern  Miss  alumni  rank 
above  the  Council  of  Alumni  Association  Executives'  national  average  of  16.29  percent. 

"This  is  a  significant  step  for  the  Association,"  Pierce  said.  "Although  Southern  Miss  alumni 
join  at  rates  competitive  with  similar  organizations  across  the  country,  at  20,000  members  we 
will  greatly  exceed  the  national  average  for  participation  percentage.  While  this  is  a  challeng- 
ing and  ambitious  initiative,  1  am  confident  that  alumni  will  respond  to  their  alma  mater  as 
they  have  in  the  past,  with  loyalty  and  dedication." 

Also  in  2007-08,  the  Association  began  an  extensive  research  project  and  branding  initia- 
tive that  has  resulted  in  the  redesign  of  the  organization's  membership-related  materials.  In 
the  fall  of  2007,  the  Alumni  Association,  in  conjunction  with  the  Godv>  in  Group  advertising 
agency  and  its  senior  partner/board  chairman  Danny  Mitchell  70,  71,  sought  information  that 
would  help  the  Association  better  serve  alumni.  The  two-pronged  research  project  included  an 
online  survey  of  all  alumni  lor  whom  the  Association  have  accurate  e-mail  addresses  as  well 
as  focus  groups  ol  non-members  in  Jackson  and  Biloxi.  Results  ol  the  survey  can  be  found  at 
http://www.southernmissalumni.com/ohcp/2007AlumniResearch  htm 

Other  highlights  from  the  year  can  be  found  throughout  the  pages  ol  this  Annual  Report. 


DID  YOU 


Did  you  know  that  in  addition 
to  print  publications  such  as  The 
Talon  and  Southern  Miss  Connections, 
the  Association  distributes  an 
e-newsletter  each  month  and 
maintains  connections  to 
thousands  oi  alumni  electronically 
through  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
Facebook  and  other  social 
networking  sites?  To  ensure  that 
the  Association  has  your  accurate 
e-mail  address,  register 
at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


2007  -  2008 


ALUMNI  CHAPTERS  AWARD  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Four  chapters  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  awarded  a  total  of  $9,500  to 
deserving  students  who  entered  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  the  fall.  The  South 
Central  Mississippi,  Laurel  Metro,  Southeast  Mississippi  and  Southwest  Central  Mississippi 
chapters  were  among  those  presenting  financial  awards  to  deserving  students. 

The  Alumni  Association  and  its  chapters  annually  award  a  number  of  scholarships  to 
incoming  freshmen  and  current  students  who  are  part  of  The  Legacy.  In  addition  to  the 
chapter  scholarships,  the  Association  awards  $1,000,  one-time  scholarships  to  incoming 
freshmen  each  year  through  the  Legacy  Scholars  Program,  while  the  Powell  and  Frances 
Ogletree  Endowed  Scholarship,  the  Past  Presidents  Council  Endowed  Scholarship  and  the 
Clyde  Kennard  Memorial  Endowed  Scholarship  are  awarded  to  current  Golden  Eagles. 

For  more  information  on  scholarships  awarded  by  the  Association  and  its  chapters,  visit 
the  Awards/Scholarships  section  of  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


WHAT  THE  ASSOCIATION 

DOES  TO  SUPPORT  SOUTHERN  MISS 

While  this  Annual  Report  covers  a  few  of  the  most  important  functions  and 
initiatives  of  the  Alumni  Association,  the  organization  works  hard  on  a  daily 
basis  in  support  of  the  University. 

Here  are  a  few  ways  the  Association  supports  Southern  Miss. 

Treasuring  Traditions  -  The  Alumni  Association  recognizes  the  rich  history 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  and  preserving  the  institution's 
most  important  traditions  is  an  important  function  of  the  organization. 

The  Legacy  (SAA)  -  With  more  than  700  members,  the  student  alumni  associa- 
tion, The  Legacy,  is  now  Southern  Miss'  largest  dues-paying  student  organization. 

Out-of-State  Tuition  Waiver  Program  -  The  children  of  longtime  members  of 
the  Association  who  no  longer  live  in  Mississippi  may  be  eligible  for  an  out- 
of-state  tuition  waiver,  equating  to  savings  of  thousands  of  dollars  a  year. 

Legacy  Scholars  Program  -  The  Legacy  Scholars  Program  awards  $1,000, 
one-time  scholarships  to  select  children  and  grandchildren  of  alumni. 

Publications  -  Perhaps  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the 
Association  is  to  ensure  Southern  Miss  alumni  are  informed  about  current 
events  and  achievements  of  their  alma  mater. 

Chapters,  Constituent  Societies,  Ambassadors  -  Staff  support  for  alumni 
chapters,  constituent  societies  and  alumni  ambassadors  are  an  important  way 
the  Association  helps  to  organize  Southern  Miss  alumni  across  the  country. 

Homecoming  -  While  anytime  is  the  perfect  time  for  Southern  Miss 
alumni  to  return  to  campus  for  a  visit,  on  Homecoming  weekend  each  fall, 
the  Alumni  Association  takes  the  lead  in  rolling  out  the  welcome  mat. 

Golden  Grad  Reunion  -  Each  spring,  the  Association  welcomes  alumni 
who  graduated  50  or  more  years  previously  for  the  Golden  Grad  Reunion. 

Support  of  Arts  and  Athletics  -  When  the  Golden  Eagle  students  take 
to  the  fields,  courts,  courses  and  stages,  the  Alumni  Association  is  right 
behind  them. 


MEMBERSHIP 
CAMPAIGN 
MOVES  FORWARD 

In  2008-09,  the  most  visible  initia- 
tive of  the  Alumni  Association  is  the 
20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign. 
The  effort,  which  began  during  the 
2007-08  Fiscal  Year,  is  an  attempt  to 
grow  membership  in  the  Association  to 
20,000  members  by  the  celebration  of  the 
centennial  of  the  University's  founding  on 
March  30,  1910.  Among  other  visibility 
efforts,  the  Association  has  incorporated 
a  banner  featuring  "20,000  in  2010" 
into  its  logo  and  launched  a  new  Web 
site,  ReconnectwithSouthernMiss.com, 
dedicated  to  the  campaign. 

The  success  of  the  campaign  will 
largely  depend  on  current  members 
of  the  Association  to  encourage  fellow 
alumni  and  friends  of  Southern  Miss 
to  join  the  Association.  Membership 
in  the  organization  helps  to  support 
the  University  in  a  number  of  ways, 
including  financial  support  of  arts  and 
athletics  programs,  event  planning,  and 
providing  scholarships  for  children  and 
grandchildren  of  alumni.  In  addition, 
annual  members  can  renew  for  a  period 
of  three  years  or  become  a  Life  Member, 
ensuring  they  are  part  of  the  Association 
on  March  30,  2010.  Membership  in  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  is 
$35  annually,  $75  for  three  years  or 
$450  for  a  Life  Membership.  Joint  mem- 
berships are  also  available. 

"Membership  in  the  Alumni 
Association  is  the  most  cost-effective 
and  easiest  way  for  alumni  who  are  not 
currently  engaged  in  the  University  to 
become  involved,"  said  Jerry  DeFatta,  the 
Association's  associate  director  for  exter- 
nal affairs.  "Alumni  involvement  is  a  key 
indicator  to  the  health  of  a  university,  and 
is  considered  when  organizations  and 
publications  such  as  U.S.  News  &  World 
Report  provide  institutional  ratings." 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 


OGLETREE  HOUSE 

CAMPAIGN 

CONCLUDES, 

CONSTRUCTION 

BEGINS 

In  January,  the  Association  celebrated  the 
success  of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  and 
broke  ground  on  construction. 

"The  Ogletree  House  is  a  Mississippi 
Landmark  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus, 
and  its  restoration  and  expansion 
will  prepare  it  for  another  century 
of  useful  and  significant  service," 
said  campaign  co-chair  Dr.  Aubrey 
Lucas.  "The  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  which  it  houses,  plays  a 
strategic  role  in  promoting  and  pro- 
tecting our  University.  This  mission 
will  be  more  effectively  accomplished  in 
this  much-improved  facility." 

The  Association  launched  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  in  July  2005,  when  the  organiza- 
tion announced  that  Lou  Ann  Poynter  and  her 
husband,  Louis,  had  committed  the  campaign's 
lead  gift,  as  well  as  a  Special  Level  Gift  commit- 
ment from  alumnus  Ralph  Simmons.  Following 
Hurricane  Katrina,  the  campaign  was  suspended 
for  several  months,  but  restarted  in  2006.  Over 
the  course  of  the  campaign,  more  than  800  alum- 
ni and  friends  of  the  University  contributed  $3.25 
million  to  the  effort,  exceeding  the  campaign's 
goal  by  more  than  a  quarter-million  dollars. 

The  Albert  &  Associates  Architects'  design, 
which  will  be  constructed  by  DC  General 
Contractors  of  Hattiesburg,  will  greatly  expand 
the  size  of  the  nearly  100-year-old  existing 
structure  from  6,500  square  feet  to  almost 
12,800.  In  addition,  the  restoration  effort  will 
help  to  restore  the  facility,  which  is  one  of  the 
Hattiesburg  campus'  five  original  buildings, 
to  its  original  glory.  Construction  is  expected 
to  conclude  in  the  summer  ol  2009.  During 
construction,  the  Association's  stall  is  operat- 
ing from  the  second  floor  of  the  Copy  Center 
on  the  Hattiesburg  campus,  located  directly 
behind  the  Powerhouse  Restaurant. 

To  track  the  progress  of  construction  through 
photo  galleries,  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


TALON  REDESIGNED,  EXPANDED 

One  of  the  top  benefits  ol  membership  in  the  Association  received  a  makeover  in 
2007-08,  as  The  Talon  was  expanded  to  64  pages  and  redesigned.  The  magazine,  which 
is  distributed  quarterly  to  more  than  16,000  members  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
keeps  alumni  and  (nends  abreast  of  the  latest  Southern  Miss  news  and  events. 

Specifically,  the  magazine  has  included  bigger  and  bolder  photos,  with  par- 
ticular attention  being  paid  to  the  dominant  photos  of  feature  stones.  New  section 
heads  more  clearly  distinguish  depart- 
ments from  each  other,  and  additional 
white  space  has  improved  legibility 
and  readability. 

The  creative  changes  were  met  with 
overwhelming  approval  from  readers. 

"All  I  can  say  about  The  Talon 
is  WOW!   It  looks  incredible!"  one 
alumna  wrote.  "When  1  pulled  it  out 
ol  the  mailbox  yesterday,  1  thought  it 
was  my  Southern  Living." 

"I  just  saw  the  'new'  Talon  and  was 
blown  away,"  another  reader  e-mailed. 

The  Association  unveiled  the  re- 
designed and  expanded  Talon  m  the 
Winter  2008  edition  featuring  the 
University's  outstanding  photojour- 
nalism alumni 


2007  -  2008 


ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  FINANCIAL  POSITION 


STATEMENT  OF  ACTIVITIES  FOR  YEAR 


Royalty  Income 
(9.7%) 

Auxiliary  Revenue 
(4.2%) 

Event  Revenue 
(3.5%) 


Contributed  Support 
(55.3%) 


Membership  Revenue 
(27.3%) 


TOTAL  REVENUE,  GAINS  AND  OTHER  SUPPORT 

$    1,206,089 
Loss  on  investments        $  85,^ 


PROPOSED  BUDGET  FOR 


$1,120,100 


Membership  Development     Auxiliary  Expenses 
(9.2%)  (0.1%) 


General  &  Administrative 
(9.1%) 


H9I 


; 


Program  Services 
(81.6%) 


TOTAL  EXPENSES 
$  1,403,867 


Auxiliary  Revenue 


(4.2%) 


Contributed  Support 
(45.4%) 


Event  Revenue 
(4.1%) 


% 


Royalty  Income 

(8.1%) 

Investment  Income 
(19.2%) 


Membership  Revenue 
(19.0%) 


Contingency 
Membership  Development  \  r\r\r  n  no/\ 

(9.3%)  (1'3/o) 


General  &  Administrative 
(9.0%) 


Auxiliary  Expenses 
(0.1%) 


Program  Services 

(80.3%; 


a 


TOTAL  INCOME  AND  OTHER  SUPPORT 
$1,466,000 


TOTAL  EXPENSES 
$1,466,000 


ABOUT  THE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  is  a  501(c)(3)  not-for-profit 
corporation  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  1955  by  then  Executive 
Secretary  Powell  G.  Ogletree.  As  of  June  30,  2008,  the  conclusion  of  the  2007-2008  Fiscal  Year, 
the  Alumni  Association  reported  total  assets  of  $3,455,411  and  a  total  membership  of  16,160. 
The  16,160  members  represent  17.5  percent  of  the  University's  92,550  alumni-of- record. 
According  to  the  Council  of  Alumni  Association  Executives,  the  national  average  of  alumni 
participation  in  the  leading  alumni  associations  in  the  country  is  approximately  16.3  percent. 


ASSETS 

Current  Assets  $  456,913 

Investments  $2,977111 

Total  Property  and  Equipment  $     21,387 


LIABILITIES 

Total  Current  Liabilities 
Noncurrent  Liabilities 
(Deferred  Revenue) 
Total  Net  Assets 


$    217618 

$    56,558 
$3,181,235 


Total  Liabilities  &  Net  Assets     $  3,455,411 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 


ABOUT  OUR  MEMBERS 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  is  comprised  of  members  from  all  50  states 
and  numerous  countries  outside  of  the  United  States.  Its  16,160  members  are  residents  of  the  states  below. 
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CONTINUOUS  YEARS 


HI  9 


of  Annual  Membership  in  the 

Alumni  Association* 

Number  of  years 

Number  of  Members 

0-4 

4,664 

5-9 

2,330 

10-14 

1,257 

15-19 

862 

20-24 

801 

25  and  more 

2,252 

*  Does  not  include  Life  Me 
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DID  YOU 

Did  you  know  that  proceeds 
from  the  Homecoming  Golf 
Tournament  benefit  The  Legacy 
Scholars  Fund,  which  supports 
scholarships  for  the  children  and 
grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss 
alumni?  The  fund,  from  which 
eight,  $1,000  scholarships  were 
awarded  in  2008,  now  has  a 
value  of  more  than  $150,000. 


SOUTHERN  MISS 

ALUMNI 
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_i».000  in  201« 


ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi  39406-5013 


Phont    601.266.5013 


601.266.4214 


southernmissalumni.com  I    alumni@usm.edu 


Presented  by 


(MIX 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  extends  its  gratitude  and  appreciation 
to  the  sponsors  and  participants  of  the  2008  Shell  Finish  Line  /  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Homecoming 
Golf  Tournament.  The  tournament  marked  the  10th  consecutive  year  with  major  corporate  sponsor- 
ship and  the  first  tournament  played  at  Hattiesburg  Country  Club. 

The  tournament  featured  more  than  100  golfers  and  30  sponsors,  with  proceeds  from  the  event 
helping  to  support  the  Association's  Legacy  Scholarship  Fund,  from  which  the  organization  awards 
scholarships  to  select  children  and  grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss  alumni. 


Thank  You 


Anderson  Paint  &  Decorating 

Campus  Book  Mart 

CG  Manufacturing -Tuff  Wall 

Chesterfield's 

Community  Bank 

Hancock  Bank 

Harris,  Jernigan  &  Geno,  PLLC 


Hederman  Brothers 
Krispy  Kreme 

Liberty  Mutual 
Logan's  Roadhouse 

McAlister's  Deli 

McLane  Southern 

Newks 


Nicholson  &  Company 
O'Charley's 
Olive  Garden 


Outback  Steakhouse 

Owens  Business  Machines 

Pace  Oil  Company,  Inc. 


Parris  Jewelers 
Petrey  Novelty 
Regions  Bank 
Servicemaster 
Southeast  Mississippi  Rural  Health 
Southern  Beverage 
Southern  Oaks 


Stokes  Distributing 

Stride's  Barbeque 

Sumrall  Framing 

The  Hattiesburg  American 

Trustmark  Bank 


CG  Manufacturing  - 
Tuff  Wall 


itk  Regions 


jORKIN 


McLane 
Southern 


Liberty 
Mutual 
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HEDERMAN    BROTHERS 


1st  Gross:  2nd  Gross:  3rd  Gross:           1st  Net:  2nd  Net:  3rd  Net: 

Chris  Hester  Bobby  Moore  Trey  Thomas  Joe  Sullivan  Robbie  Gill  Herman  Herrin 

Todd  Nace  Teddy  Viator  Steve  Yawn  Lamar  Lot!  Ken  Dobson  Roger  Cameron 

Mike  Dowst  Greg  Fairey  Leon  Bennett  Chris  Leonard  Andrew  Johnson  Karl  Langenbach 

Reggie  Collier  Mike  Price  Glenn  Patrick  Nick  Crutcher  Brooke  Stoehr 

Holes-  in-One:  Joe  Sullivan,  Mobile,  Ala.  (Hole  1 1 )  and  Ford  McLeod,  Hattiesburg  (Hole  1 5) 

Shell  Finish  Line's  Will  Martens,  second  from  right,  and  Brad  Brian  of  Hattiesburg  Coca-Cola,  right,  present 

a  $10,000  check  for  the  proceeds  of  the  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament  to  University  Vice  President  for 

Advancement,  Dr.  David  Wolf,  left,  and  Bob  Pierce,  Executive  Director  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
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Alumni  Take  Pride  in  Alma  Mater  Through  Endowment 


As  proud  alumni  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  Ray  and  Marilyn 
Thompson  are  honoring  their  alma  mater 
through  the  establishment  of  the  Ray 
and  Marilyn  Thompson  Scholarship 
Endowment.  Established  with  a  $125,000 
pledge,  the  endowment  will  provide 
scholarships  for  students  in  the  School  ol 
Human  Performance  and  Recreation  in  the 
College  of  Health  at  Southern  Miss. 

"As  we  approach  retirement,  we  look 
back  and  realize  that  our  time  at  Southern 
Miss  was  the  beginning  of  our  adult  lives," 
said  Ray  Thompson.  "We  met  while  we 
were  students  there,  we  made  life-long 
friendships  and  we  gained  the  tools  to 
start  our  careers  and  to  be  successful. 
Having  been  supporters  of  public  educa- 
tion, we  see  this  endowment  as  a  way  to 
help  students  achieve  their  goals  at  the 
university  level." 

As  students  at  Southern  Miss,  Ray  and 
Marilyn  Thompson  were  both  actively 
involved  in  University  activities.  Marilyn 
Thompson  (maiden  name  Miller)  was 
named  Outstanding  Freshman  Woman, 
served  as  president  pro  tempore  ol  the 
Student  Senate  and  vice  president  of  the 
Student  Christian  Federation,  and  worked 
in  various  organizations  on  campus,  in- 
cluding the  President's  Affairs  Committee. 
She  was  pledge  trainer  and  president 
of  Chi  Omega.  As  a  senior,  Marilyn 


Above:  The  Thompsons  attend  a  Chi  Omega 
dance  in  196Z 


Thompson  was  named  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Hall  of  Fame.  She  received  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  English  in  1968. 

During  her  time  at  Southern  Miss, 
Marilyn  Thompson  developed  a  friendship 
with  President  Martha  Saunders  as  a  fellow 
member  of  Chi  Omega.  "As  her  pledge 
trainer,  1  observed  Martha's  intelligence,  en- 
thusiasm and  sense  of  humor,"  said  Marilyn. 

As  a  transfer  student  in  1967,  Ray 
Thompson  was  active  in  intramural  sports 
and  Alpha  Tau  Omega,  serving  as  presi- 
dent during  his  senior  year.  He  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Business  Administration  in  1969. 

After  marrying  in  1969,  Ray  and 
Marilyn  Thompson  lived  in  various  cities 
before  settling  in  Tyler,  Texas.  While  in 
Baton  Rouge,  they  both  pursued  master's 
degrees  at  Louisiana  State  University. 

Ray  Thompson  began  his  career  in 
hospital  administration  at  the  University 
of  Alabama  in  Birmingham  and  has 
worked  in  the  field  for  almost  40  years.  He 
has  worked  for  the  Trinity  Mother  Frances 
Health  System  for  28  years,  where  he  cur- 
rently serves  as  president/chief  executive 
officer  of  Mother  Frances  Hospital  and 
executive  vice  president/chief  operating 
officer  for  the  system.  Ray  also  serves  as 
president  of  the  board  of  Trinity  Mother 
Frances  Hospital  in  Jacksonville,  Texas. 
He  is  a  fellow  of  the  American  College  of 


Healthcare  Executives  and  a  member  of 
various  other  professional  organizations. 

Over  the  years,  Ray  and  Marilyn 
Thompson  have  remained  in  touch  with 
friends  from  Southern  Miss  and  actively 
support  the  Alumni  Association  as  Life 
Members.  "We  kept  up  with  Dr.  Saunders' 
career  in  the  field  of  education  and  were 
thrilled  when  she  was  named  president  of 
Southern  Miss,"  said  Marilyn  Thompson. 
"We  are  convinced  that  Dr.  Saunders  is  the 
person  who  will  lead  Southern  Miss  on  to 
greatness  in  the  future." 

Ray  and  Marilyn  Thompson  recon- 
nected with  Dr.  Saunders  through  a  series 
of  events  both  in  Hattiesburg  and  Tyler, 
Texas.  After  meeting  with  Dr.  Saunders 
and  Dr.  David  Wolf,  vice  president  for 
Advancement,  Marilyn  and  Ray  Thompson 
made  the  decision  to  show  their  apprecia- 
tion to  their  alma  mater  through  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  endowed  scholarship  to 
provide  support  to  students  in  perpetuity. 

"We  strongly  encourage  alumni  and 
friends  who  got  their  start  at  Southern 
Miss  to  give  back  to  the  University,"  said 
Ray  Thompson.  "We  have  great  pride  in 
the  status  of  our  alma  mater,  and  we  want 
to  watch  it  continue  to  grow  in  prestige. 
We  cannot  imagine  a  more  fulfilling  en- 
deavor than  helping  young  people  achieve 
their  dreams." 
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Funding  our  Future        Additions  to  Advancement  Team 


At  Southern  Miss,  the  Annual  Fund  is 
the  building  block  for  fundraising.  Support 
to  this  fund  provides  hope  and  opportunity, 
ensuring  funding  for  the  University's  future. 
Each  gift  to  the  Annual  Fund  has  a  direct 
impact  on  the  lives  of  students  by  funding 
scholarships,  acquiring  educational  materi- 
als and  developing  distinguished  faculty. 

"Strong  support  from  alumni  and  friends 
to  the  Southern  Miss  Annual  Fund  increases 
our  rankings  among  peer  institutions,  result- 
ing in  an  increase  in  the  value  of  degrees 
obtained  at  Southern  Miss,"  said  Aaron  Void, 
assistant  vice  president  of  Development. 
"Increasing  participation  of  giving  is  our 
primary  goal  through  the  Annual  Fund." 

Nearly  75  percent  of  students  at 
Southern  Miss  receive  some  form  of 
financial  aid.  With  the  recent  decline  in 
state  funding,  there  is  no  greater  time  then 
now  to  support  our  efforts  to  keep  the  cost 
of  education  affordable. 

Throughout  the  fall  and  spring  semes- 
ters, student  callers  reconnect  with  alumni 
and  friends,  updating  them  on  the  exciting 
things  occurring  at  Southern  Miss.  "The 
Annual  Fund  Phone-a-thon  is  a  great 
opportunity  to  increase  spirit  and  support 
from  our  alumni  and  friends,"  said  J.T. 
Tisdale,  senior  director  of  Development. 
"It  is  through  the  Annual  Fund  where  a  lot 
of  first  time  donations  are  made." 

Every  gift,  regardless  of  size,  makes  an 
impact  on  the  future  of  Southern  Miss.  To 
make  a  gift  to  the  Annual  Fund,  contact 
Josh  Hernandez,  assistant  director  of  an- 
nual giving,  at  601.266.5916. 


Meredith  Colhern 


The  Office  of  Advancement  welcomes 
Meredith  Cothern  as  development  officer 
for  the  College  of  Health  and  Shannon 
Woodward  as  director  ol  development 
for  the  College  of  Business. 

Cothern  recently  served  as  devel- 
opment coordinator  in  the  College  of 
Business.  Before  joining  the  Southern 
Miss  family,  Cothern  received  her 
bachelor's  degree  in  communication 
studies  from  Louisiana  State  University 
and  served  as  an  intern  with  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Foundation  and  Children's  Miracle 
Network  in  Baton  Rouge.  After  receiving  her  degree,  Cothern  served  as  development  of- 
ficer for  the  College  of  Agriculture  at  LSU. 

Woodward  conies  to  Southern  Miss  Irom  the  University  ol  Mississippi  Foundation  where  she 
served  as  development  officer  for  the  School  of  Business.  Before  entering  the  field  of  education, 
she  held  positions  in  marketing  and  sales  management  for  Saks  Fifth  Avenue,  Clarins  Cosmetics 
and  Entercom  Communications  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  the  Southeast.  In  addition,  she  is  a 
successful  business  consultant,  specializing  in  the  health  and  beauty  industry.  Woodward  has 
played  key  roles  in  philanthropic  events,  including  the  Susan  G.  Komen  Race  for  the  Cure,  the 
New  Orleans  Women's  Expo,  the  Republican  Women's  Federation  and  the  BMW  Drive  for  the 
Cure.  She  holds  a  bachelor's  degree  in  social  science  and  marketing  from  Tulane  University. 


Tax  Free  Gifts  from  IRAs 


Congress  recently  passed  the  Tax  Extenders  and  AMT  Relief  Act  of  2008.  This  new 
law  gives  those  over  age  70  l/i  an  opportunity  to  make  tax-free  gifts  to  certain  charities. 
Individuals  who  are  required  to  take  unneeded  IRA  withdrawals  and  others  who  have 
experienced  limitations  on  charitable  tax  deductions  in  prior  years  will  find  this  new  law 
of  particular  interest.  The  Charitable  IRA  Rollover  provision  permits  giving  directly  to 
charitable  organizations,  such  as  the  Southern  Miss  Foundation,  Irom  their  IRAs  without 
being  taxed.  The  contribution  can  be  made  in  any  amount  up  to  $100,000  each  year  and 
may  satisfy  the  donor's  annual  Required  Minimum  Distribution.  Spouses  can  each  make  a 
gift  of  up  to  $100,000  from  their  respective  IRAs  during  2008  and  2009. 

If  you  have  any  questions  on  how  to  make  an  IRA  Rollover  gift  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Foundation,  please  contact  Keith  R  Dale  in  our  planned  giving  department  at 
601.266.5375  or  e-mail  him  at  keith.r.dale@usm.edu. 
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HONOR  HOUSE 


Holiday  Hours 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  will 
maintain  normal  business  hours  through  Dec.  22.  The 
office  will  be  open  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  on  December 
23.  The  Foundation  will  be  closed  Dec.  24-26  and 
resume  an  abbreviated  schedule  December  29-31  from 
9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

During  the  holidays,  please  contact  the  Foundation  at 
601.266.5602. 


Fall  2008 
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Karnes  Center  Nears  30,  Investment  in  Gifted  Education  Continues 


When  Dr.  Frances  A.  Karnes  moved 
to  Mississippi  in  the  early  1970s,  there 
was  very  little  effort  to  develop  challeng- 
ing educational  programs  in  Mississippi 
public  schools  appropriate  to  the  unique 
needs  of  gifted  and  talented  children.  In 
an  effort  to  raise  awareness  of  the  needed 
development  of  gifted  education  in  the 
state,  Karnes  worked  with  state  legislators 
to  have  gifted  education  included  in  the 
definition  of  exceptional  children  in  the 
state  statute.  Through  her  determination, 
the  Mississippi  Legislature  amended  the 
law  to  provide  a  legal  basis  for  funding 
gifted  education  programs  in  1974. 

Following  the  amendment,  the  first 
statewide  conference  on  gifted  children 
was  conducted  with  support  from  a  grant 
awarded  by  the  Mississippi  Committee 
for  the  Humanities.  With  the  foundation 
of  the  Mississippi  Association  for  Gifted 
Children,  Karnes  led  parents  and  teachers 
of  the  gifted  throughout  the  state  in  an 
effort  to  support  all  children,  especially 
those  with  outstanding  abilities. 

The  Center  for  Gifted  Studies  was 
established  at  Southern  Miss  in  1979  to 
further  the  education  of  gifted  students 
and  those  with  leadership  abilities  through 
teaching,  research  and  services.  It  was 
later  named  The  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center 
for  Gifted  Studies  in  1999  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Karnes'  dedication  to  gifted  education. 

The  work  of  the  center  has  encom- 
passed a  wide  array  of  initiatives.  The 
faculty  and  staff  worked  diligently  to 
design,  implement  and  evaluate  specialized 
instructional  programs  for  the  intellectually 
gifted,  the  academically  talented  and  all 
youth  with  leadership  potential.  As  a  result 
of  continued  efforts,  the  innovative  and 
challenging  programs  developed  have  been 
replicated  at  other  colleges  and  universities 
and  in  public  schools  across  the  nation. 

The  University  is  one  of  a  select  few 
institutions  in  the  country  to  offer  master's, 
specialist's  and  doctoral  degrees  with  an 
emphasis  in  gifted  education.  Many  former 
graduate  students  have  become  instructional 
leaders  in  elementary  and  secondary  schools. 
Doctoral  students  have  readily  obtained 
excellent  positions  in  colleges  and  universities 
throughout  the  nation  and  abroad. 


Twice  each  academic  year,  teachers  of 
the  gifted  in  public  and  private  schools 
of  Mississippi  and  adjoining  states  meet 
on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  for  inten- 
sive workshops  devoted  to  developing 
strategies  for  meeting  the  unique  needs  of 
gifted  and  talented  youth.  Additionally, 
the  annual  Parenting  Gifted  Children 
Conference  attracts  parents,  grandparents, 
teachers,  counselors  and  other  advocates 
for  the  gifted  from  throughout  the  region. 

The  research  conducted  by  the  center 
personnel  has  been  widely  published  in 
numerous  journals  that  provide  a  broad 
audience  with  a  better  understanding  of 
gifted  and  talented  children  and  their  dis- 


and  joy  of  learning.  "My  goal  is  to  provide 
the  funds  to  keep  this  program  available  to 
others,"  said  Herrington.  "A  student  who 
attends  The  Center  for  Gifted  Studies  may 
become  the  doctor  who  one  day  cares  for 
me.  I  see  this  as  an  opportunity  to  make 
an  investment  in  the  future  and  to  give 
back  to  the  community." 

The  Frances  A.  Karnes  Endowed 
Chair  in  Gifted  Education  will  provide 
assurance  to  the  University  and  to  the 
gifted  studies  program  that  the  position 
will  be  funded  into  perpetuity,  eliminat- 
ing the  uncertainty  of  budget  constraints 
and  fluctuation  of  funding. 

After  nearly  30  years  of  determination, 


"I  have  sympathy  for  those  who  do  not  look  forward 
to  spending  their  day  at  work.  Every  morning,  I 
wake  up  with  excitement  and  anticipation  for  what 
my  day  will  hold.  I  truly  love  what  I  do." 

-  Dr.  Frances  A.  Karnes, 

Director  of  The  Center  for  Gifted  Studies 


tinguishing  characteristics.  Such  research 
and  publications  have  benefitted  profes- 
sionals who  plan  and  conduct  challenging 
programs  to  meet  the  unique  needs  of 
the  gifted.  The  extensive  investigation  of 
legal  issues  and  the  gifted,  reported  in  the 
only  three  books  ever  published  on  this 
subject,  has  helped  influence  public  policy 
pertaining  to  the  gifted. 

"It  has  been  wonderful  to  see  how 
much  support  people  are  willing  to 
provide  to  gifted  children  in  Mississippi," 
said  Karnes.  "While  federal  spending  on 
gifted  education  is  only  $7.6  million,  the 
state  of  Mississippi  provides  $50  million 
to  educating  gifted  and  academically 
talented  children." 

In  an  effort  to  continue  to  strengthen 
gifted  education  in  Mississippi  through 
the  center,  The  Frances  A.  Karnes 
Endowed  Chair  in  Gifted  Education  was 
established  in  2001  with  a  generous  gift 
from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Herrington.  As 
a  former  student  of  The  Center  for  Gifted 
Studies,  Herrington  hopes  to  ensure  future 
generations  will  share  in  his  experience 


43  published  books  and  175  professional 
journal  articles,  Karnes  has  no  intention 
of  slowing  down.  "Next  year,  we  will 
celebrate  the  30-year  anniversary  of  The 
Center  for  Gifted  Studies,"  said  Karnes. 
"It  will  be  a  time  to  celebrate  our  many 
accomplishments  and  look  toward  an  even 
more  successful  future.  As  part  of  this 
memorable  event,  our  goal  is  to  fully  fund 
the  endowed  chair." 

"Dr.  Karnes  is  a  state  treasure  and 
The  Frances  A.  Karnes  Endowed  Chair  in 
Gifted  Education  at  Southern  Miss  is  a  fit- 
ting tribute  to  her  legacy,"  said  Aaron  Void, 
assistant  vice  president  of  Development 
at  Southern  Miss.  "Nearly  halfway  to 
completing  a  fully  funded  endowed  chair 
of  $1  million,  we  are  seeking  support 
to  continuing  the  excellence  Dr.  Karnes 
began  nearly  30  years  ago  at  The  Center 
for  Gifted  Studies." 

To  make  a  gift  to  The  Frances  A.  Karnes 
Endowed  Chair  in  Gifted  Education,  contact 
Leigh  Corban  Todd,  development  officer  for 
the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology,  at 
601.266.5501  or  leigh.todd@usm.edu. 
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REMEMBER  YOUR  PAST* 
EMPOWER  OUR  FUTURE* 


Our  University  continues  to  build  upon  its  tradition  of  excellence 
through  generous,  long-range  gifts  from  private  donors.  Please 
remember  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  in 
your  will,  trust  or  other  estate  plans. 


For  more  information,  contact  Keith  Dale  in 
our  planned  giving  office  at  601.266.5375. 

AA/EOE/ADAI 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

FOUNDATION 


■I  I 


FROM  THE  ARCHIVES) 


The  Life  of 


SAN 


Uj  £  CLD  S 


Teacher,  Collector,  Aviator,  Spy 


By  Diane  DeCesere  Ross  '87,  '97,  '00 

Sam  Edison  Woods  may  have  been  born  in  Texas  in 
1892  and  later  traveled  the  world,  but  he  was  a  south 
Mississippian  to  the  core.  Raised  in  Forrest  County,  he 
graduated  from  Purvis  High  School  and  followed  his  fa- 
ther into  the  timber  industry  for  a  time,  working  six  11-hour  days 
a  week  for  a  dollar  a  day.  After  graduating  from  the  University  of 
Valparaiso  in  Indiana,  he  taught  at  State  Teachers  College  (STC, 
now  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi)  for  seven  years.  He 
spent  summer  sessions  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  and  then  became  head 
of  the  department  of  manual  arts  at  STC  in  1917.  He  led  this 
department  through  1919,  while  also  attending  STC  as  a  student. 
Though  he  was  successful  in  his  faculty  post  and  received  his 
State  Teachers  College  diploma  in  1920,  his  life  here  was  marred 
by  a  very  personal  tragedy.  He'd  married  Katie  Rose  Anderson 
in  August  1917.  In  1918,  she  died  after  giving  birth  to  his  only 
child,  a  daughter  also  named  Katie  Rose. 

In  World  War  I,  Sam  Woods  was  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps, 
serving  in  the  aviation  section.  After  the  war,  he  was  hired  in 
a  civilian  position  to  lead  vocational  education  work  in  France 
and  Czechoslovakia,  where  he  met  and  married  his  second 
wife,  Milada  R  Vondracekova  (daughter  of  a  wealthy  merchant- 
banker),  in  1923.  Other  than  a  year  working  for  the  Grenada 
Bank  in  Mississippi  and  six  years  working  for  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Education,  Woods  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  U.S. 
diplomatic  positions  overseas. 

It  was  in  Germany  that  Woods'  life  truly  took  a  turn  toward 
international  intrigue,  and  he  is  given  credit  for  major  contribu- 
tions towards  U.S.  victory  in  World  War  II.  As  commercial  attache 
with  the  U.S.  embassy  in  Berlin  after  1940,  over  a  period  of  several 
months  Woods  received  documents  from  a  German  spy  concerning 
Germany's  plans  for  war.  He  forwarded  all  of  these  to  Washington 
through  a  diplomatic  courier.  The  exception  was  one  set  of  docu- 
ments that  included  Germany's  plan  for  the  invasion  of  Russia.  He 


considered  these  papers  so 
critical  that  he  took  them 
out  of  Germany  himself. 
Though  at  first  there  was  some 

question  about  the  reliability  of  the  documents,  the  U.S. 
State  Department  eventually  showed  them  to  the  Soviet  ambassador. 
Because  of  this,  the  Soviet  allies  were  able  to  prepare  for  what  would 
have  been  a  surprise  attack.  Later,  Woods  passed  on  information  that 
enabled  American  forces  to  destroy  Germany's  atomic  bomb  plant. 
Three  days  after  the  United  States  declared  war  on  Germany, 
Woods  found  himself  interned  for  five  months  with  more  than  100 
Americans  in  Bad  Nauheim,  Germany.  After  his  release  from  intern- 
ment, Woods'  visits  to  friends  and  family  in  Mississippi  were  cut 
short  by  his  appointment  as  consul  general  in  Zurich,  Switzerland. 
Interviewed  for  the  Camp  Shelby  Revielle  at  the  time,  Woods 

He  (Woods)  was  "a  quiet  gentle  man  who  spoke 

with  the  drawl  of  Mississippi,  but  in  whom  was 

combined  both  Errol  Flynn  and  Peter  Lorre. " 

-  Leonard  Lyons,  Syndicated  Columnist 

expressed  a  desire  to  return  to  Mississippi  to  settle  in  Hattiesburg  or 
Purvis.  As  reported  in  the  Reveille,  Woods  said,  "I  want  to  be  close 
to  Black  Creek,  where  I  can  go  fishing  and  swimming  when  I  want." 

In  Switzerland,  Woods  became  well-known  to  American  avia- 
tors forced  down  in  Switzerland  and  American  soldiers  escaping 
from  Germany.  He  kept  a  supply  of  civilian  clothes  for  escaping 
servicemen  and  smuggled  more  than  200  men  into  France  and 
freedom  in  hearses  and  apple  carts,  through  sewers  and  the  use  of 
disguises.  Often,  Woods  met  the  men  in  a  church  or  cemetery  and 
signaled  them  by  clearing  his  throat  or  whistling  American  tunes. 

In  1947,  Woods,  who  by  this  time  was  divorced  from  his  second 
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wife,  became  consul  general  in  Munich,  Germany,  and  a  year  later, 
he  married  Wilhelmina  "Minnie"  Busch,  heiress  to  the  Anheuser- 
Busch  fortune.  Living  in  a  German  palace,  they  maintained  a 
large  garden  that  Woods  referred  to  as  "Little  Mississippi." 
During  this  time,  Woods'  avocation  as  a  collector  of  books,  art 
and  antiques  blossomed.  He  also  maintained  his  connection 
to  Southern  Miss  through  friendships  with  faculty.  In  par- 
ticular, he  was  close  to  librarian  Anna  Roberts  and  President 
R.C.  Cook.  Cook  and  his  wife  visited  Woods  at  least  once  in 
Germany.  By  1951,  Woods  was  making  plans  to  donate  a  sig- 
nificant portion  of  his  collections  to  Southern  Miss,  and  Cook 
was  suggesting  that  a  room  be  set  aside  for  these  materials 
and  named  for  Woods.  In  describing  the  collection,  Woods 
wrote  to  Cook:  "I  have  nine  or  10  pages  from  the  'Nuremberg 
Chronicle,'  which  was  the  first  printed  book  illustrated. 
Also,  I  have  a  page  from  the  first  Bible  to  appear  in  both  the 
German  and  the  Czechoslovakian  languages  ...  To  these  I 
could  add  an  original  etching  or  two  by  Rembrandt,  L. 
Grenat,  and  perhaps  25  or  30  etchings 
and  woodcuts  by  Diirer,  a  drawing  by 
Andrew  del  Sarto,  and  a  number  of 
paintings  by  modern  German  artists." 

When  his  third  wife  died  in  1952, 
Woods  decided  to  return  home  to 
south  Mississippi  for  good.  A  house  in 
Hattiesburg  was  purchased  and  prepara- 
tions for  the  move  began.  Unfortunately, 
he  was  not  able  to  return  to  Mississippi 
in  life.  Sam  Woods  died  after  a  stroke  in 
May  1953  in  an  army  hospital  in  Munich. 

The  Woods  Collection  remains  at  the 
University  as  Sam  Woods'  legacy.  After 
it  was  donated  in  1952,  it  was  housed  in 
a  gymnasium,  and  then  in  the  old  library 
(currently  Kennard-Washington  Hall).  The 
majority  of  the  collection  has  been  housed 
in  McCain  Library  since  1976.  It  consists  of 
several  antiques  and  more  than  1,100  rare 
books  written  in  a  variety  of  languages.  Some 
of  the  books  date  to  the  1500s,  and  there  are  also  examples  of 
printed  material  dating  to  1450-1500,  the  first  50  years  of  mov- 
able type.  Books  in  the  collection  include  religious  reformer  John 
Calvin's  1551  commentary  on  the  letters  of  St.  Paul  (one  of  only 
five  that  exist  in  the  United  States),  Gerard  Mercantor's  1607 
atlas,  a  facsimile  of  the  Gutenberg  Bible  and  a  1532  Parisian 
printing  of  Titus  Livius'  Latin  history  of  Rome  (the  only  known 
copy  without  imperfections  in  this  country). 

Woods  was  remembered  by  syndicated  columnist  Leonard 
Lyons  as  "a  quiet  gentle  man  who  spoke  with  the  drawl  of 
Mississippi,  but  in  whom  was  combined  both  Errol  Flynn  and 
Peter  Lorre  and  all  the  sweep  and  cunning  of  the  fabled  heroes  of 
battle  and  intrigue."  For  all  the  excitement  and  grandeur  of  his 
life  overseas,  one  thing  is  certain:  Sam  Edison  Woods  remained 
a  Mississippi  boy  in  his  heart.  H 


Below,  Sam  Woods  led  the  Department  of  Manual  Arts  from  1917  to 
1919,  while  alio  attending  STC  as  a  student.  Pictured  is  a  view  of  the 

manual  training  shop,  circa  1920. 


St  hifeft  tetff  ty 


Left  and  below,  The 

of  the  Woods  Collection  has 
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antiques  and  more  than  1,100 

of  languages.  Pictured  are 
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Former  Golden 
Eagle  Pitches  in 
World  Series 

Former  Southern  Miss  pitcher  Chad 
Bradford  and  the  Tampa  Bay  Rays  repre- 
sented the  American  League  in  the  2008 
World  Series,  but  fell  to  the  Philadelphia 
Phillies.  Bradford,  a  reliever  for  the  Rays, 
pitched  in  two  games  and  held  the  Phillies 
without  a  run  over  two  total  innings. 

Bradford  played  for  coach  Hill  Denson 
at  Southern  Miss  in  f996  before  being 
drafted  in  the  13th  round  by  the  Chicago 
White  Sox.  He  worked  92.2  innings  ap- 
pearing in  24  games  with  a  5-4  record  and 
three  saves  for  the  Golden  Eagles. 

Bradford  has  pitched  for  seven  different 
teams  in  his  11-year  major  league  career.  He 
has  appeared  in  the  postseason  seven  times 
and  twice  advanced  to  the  league  champi- 
onship series,  with  St.  Louis  in  2006  and 
this  season  with  Tampa  Bay.  In  more  than 
23  innings  pitched  in  the  postseason,  he 
has  allowed  only  one  earned  run. 

In  more  than  23  innings  pitched  in  the 
postseason  over  the  course  of  his  career,  Chad 
Bradford  has  allowed  only  one  earned  run. 


Did  you  know  that  since 
Corky  Palmer  took  over  as 

head  baseball  coach  in 
1998,  the  Golden  Eagles  are 
an  amazing  257-90  at  home? 


Baseball  Schedule  Released 

Head  coach  Corky  Palmer  has  announced  the 
2009  schedule  for  the  Southern  Miss  baseball 
program  highlighted  by  the  2009  Conference  USA 
tournament  at  Pete  Taylor  Park. 

The  Golden  Eagles  are  scheduled  to  play  34  home 
games  this  season,  where  they  have  won  80  percent  of 
their  games  over  the  last  three  seasons,  accumulating  a 
record  of  75-19  over  that  span.  In  addition,  the  Golden 
Eagles  are  also  hosting  this  year's  Conference  USA 
tournament  from  May  20  to  24,  featuring  the  top  eight 
teams  in  the  C-USA  regular-season  standings. 

The  Southern  Miss  drive  toward  a  seventh-con- 
secutive NCAA  Regional  will  begin  Feb.  20  vs.  Lehigh 
University  out  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Conference 
USA  season  opens  on  March  20  with  a  three-game 
set  against  Rice,  a  team  just  a  year  removed  from  a  trip  to  the  College  World  Series.  The 
Golden  Eagles  will  host  several  fan  favorite  games  this  season  in  addition  to  a  three-game 
series  versus  Cal-State  Fullerton,  as  they  welcome  Ole  Miss  on  Wednesday,  March  25, 
and  Tulane  for  a  three-game  series  beginning  on  May  1.  Southern  Miss  will  also  play 
two  games  at  Trustmark  Park,  home  of  the  Class  AA  Mississippi  Braves,  in  Pearl;  on 
Wednesday,  April  8,  the  Golden  Eagles  will  play  Mississippi  State  and  on  Tuesday,  April 
28,  they  will  take  on  Ole  Miss. 

For  a  complete  baseball  schedule,  visit  SouthernMiss.com. 


'e:  Shortstop  Brian  Dozier  will  lead 
a  veteran  Southern  Miss  infield  in  2009, 
when  the  Golden  Eagles  host  Rice,  Tulane 
and  Cal-State  Fullerton,  among  others. 
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Golden  Eagle  Football  Team  Finishes  Strong 

Following  a  2-6  stari  to  the  season,  the  Golden  Eagle  football  team  rallied  for  four 
consecutive  wins  to  close  the  regular  season  and  earn  a  berth  in  the  New  Orleans  Bowl,  to 
be  held  Sunday,  Dec.  21,  at  the  Louisiana  Superdome.  There,  Southern  Miss  will  lace  Troy 
University,  the  Sun  Belt  Conference  champion. 

A  Southern  Miss  win  would  secure  a  15th-straight  winning  season  lor  the  football 
program,  the  fourth-longest  streak  in  the  nation.  The  appearance  is  the  third  for  the 
Golden  Eagles  in  the  New  Orleans  Bowl.  In  2004,  the  Golden  Eagles  defeated  North  Texas 
31-10,  and  in  2005,  they  defeated  Arkansas  State  31-19,  in  a  game  played  in  Lafayette,  La., 
following  Hurricane  Katrina. 

"I'm  extremely  proud  of  this  football  team  and  its  coaches,"  head  coach  Larry  Fedora 
said.  "We  were  2-6  at  one  time,  and  everybody  had 
written  us  off  and  probably  the  only  people  who  still 
believed  it  could  be  clone  were  the  players  and  the 
coaches.  They  just  kept  their  blinders  on  and  focused 
on  what  they  needed  to  do." 

A  recap  of  the  football  season  will  be  included  in 
the  Winter  2009  edition  of  The  Talon. 
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Student-athletes  Continue  Academic  Success 


The  National  Collegiate  Athletic 
Association  announced  Oct.  14  its 
Graduation  Success  Rate  (GSR)  for  student- 
athletes  who  entered  school  during  the 
2001-02  academic  year  and  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  compiled  an  82 
percent  graduation  rate  over  a  six-year  term. 

The  most  recent  national  GSR  data 
show  that  79  percent  of  freshmen  student- 
athletes  who  entered  college  in  2001 
earned  their  four-year  degrees. 

The  sports  of  football  and  track  led  the 
men's  side  with  a  graduation  success  rate  of 
80  percent,  followed  by  baseball  at  79  per- 
cent and  men's  basketball  at  75  percent.  The 
other  men's  sports,  which  included  golf  and 


tennis,  combined  with  a  GSR  of  94  percent. 

The  men's  program  also  recently 
captured  the  2008  David  M.  Halbrook 
Award  for  Academic  Achievement  Among 
Athletes  having  the  best  graduation  rate  of 
any  of  the  eight  public  universities  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi.  It  was  the  second  tune 
the  University  has  won  the  award  tor  us 
men's  program,  finishing  this  year  with  a 
77  percent  graduation  rate. 

On  the  women's  side,  women's  basketball 
tallied  a  GSR  of  80  percent,  while  women's 
cross  country  and  track  were  at  71  percent. 
The  other  women's  sports  of  such  as  golf, 
soccer,  softball,  tennis  and  volleyball  com- 
piled a  collective  GSR  of  90  percent. 


Soccer  Completes  First  Season  Under  Ebke 


The  Lady  Eagle  soccer  team  finished  their 
first  season  under  head  coach  Scott  Ebke  at 
5-13-1.  Four  seniors  closed  their  careers — 
Obafemi  Alao,  Christina  Duvall,  Malinda  Hill 
and  Sarah  McFadden,  who  earned  second- 
team  All- Conference  USA  honors. 

"There  have  been  a  lot  of  ups  and  downs 
for  these  seniors  and  it  was  a  difficult  position 
lor  them  with  a  new  coach  coming  in  their 
final  year.  They  each  worked  hard  and  were 
dedicated  to  the  team  this  season;  lor  thai 
I  thank  them.  All  four  young  ladies  will  be 
great  representatives  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in  whatever  they  do  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives,"  Ebke  said. 


By  the 

BERS 


The  number  of  hits  by  Golden 
Eagle  infielder  Josji  Fields 
in  the  Black  and  Gold  Fall 

Baseball  Game.  Southern  Miss 
opens  the  baseball  season 
'        Feb.  20  vs.  Lehigh. 


The  number  of  1,000-point 
scorers  in  Southern  Miss 
basketball  history.  Senior- 
Courtney  Beasley  became  the 
latest  Golden  Eagle  to  join  the 
exclusive  "club  on  Nov.  18. 


The  percentage  of  2007  scoring 

represented  by  returning 
.    players  to  the  Lady  Eagle 
basketball  team  this  season. 


The  number  of  yards  an  Austin 
Davis  TO  DeAndre  Brown  pass 

play  covered  in. the  Golden 

Eagles'  win  over  East  Carolina. 

The  play  is  the  longest  from 

scrimmage  in  Southern  Miss 

football  history. 


30,079 

The  school-record  average 

attendance  for  Southern  Miss'  six 

home  football  games  in  2008. 


b:  Renee  Hrapmann  and  the  Lady  Eagle 
soccer  team  have  completed  their  first  season  under 
coach  Scott  Ebke. 
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uad  may  still  be 
lern  Miss  its  firs! 
ince  2001. 


nk  we  ve  arrived,  but  next  year 
venmore  talented,  and  the  year 
1  be  even  better,"  Eustachy  said.  "I 
-ally  feel  that  this  is  our  best  team,  and  the 
text  team  will  be  even  better,  and  so  on." 

Simply  put,  the  Golden  Eagles  have 
nore  talent  than  any  of  Eustachy  s  prior 
four  Southern  Miss  squads.  Guard  Jeremy 
Wise,  who  led  the  team  a  year  ago  with 
18.7  points  per  game,  returns,  as  does 


seniors  Courtney  Beasley  and  Craig  Craft, 


juniors  Andre  Stephens  and  Sai'Quon 
Stone,  and  sophomore  guard  R.L.  Horton. 
Horton  and  Beasley  each  averaged  in 
double  figures  a  year  ago,  and  Stone  was 
the  team's  leading  rebounder. 

"It's  all  about  the  players,"  Eustachy 
said.  "The  talent  level  that  comes  in  here  is 
improving  every  year,  so  that's  why  1  feel 
like  we've  arrived.  We're  pretty  deep  this 
year,  but  we'll  be  even  deeper  next  year." 

Although  it  is  a  deep  squad,  much  oi 
the  scoring  load  will  once  again  fall  on 
the  slender  shoulders  of  the  6-foot-2  Wise, 
who  performed  well  against  C-USA  foes 
last  year,  averaging  almost  20  points  per 
game  in  league  games. 

"I  think  Jeremy  Wise  is  a  big  part  of  what 
we're  doing,"  Eustachy  said.  "He'll  probably 
be  the  guy  that  leads  us  in  scoring  every 
night,  but  he's  changed  in  a  lot  of  ways.  He's 
showing  a  lot  more  leadership  than  he  has  in 
the  past,  and  giving  a  lot  more  commitment. 
But  we've  got  a  lot  more  players  than  just 
Jeremy.  He's  a  big  part  of  the  overall  scheme, 
but  so  is  the  rest  of  the  team." 


Jeremy  Wise  led  the  team 

in  scoring  and  assists  in  2007-( 


This  past  summer,  Stephens  and  Wise 
traveled  overseas  with  a  Memphis-based 
team  for  pre-Olympic  competition  with 
Chinese  squads.  Stephens,  who  improved 
as  an  inside  force  for  the  Eagles  as  the 
season  progressed  last  season,  will  be 
expected  to  take  on  an  expanded  role  in 
the  paint. 

"He's  probably  right  where  he  should 
be,"  Eustachy  said  of  Stephens.  "I  don't 
think  he's  an  all-conference  player  yet, 
but  that's  something  this  season  will 
show.  He  went  over  to  China  with  some 
of  the  all-stars  in  this  league  and  played 
well.  So  he  belongs  in  that  category,  but 
he  has  to  prove  it.  His  freshman  year  was 
awful  with  injuries,  but  he  had  a  solid 
sophomore  year.  Now  he  has  to  step  it  up. 
I  think  he's  close  to  having  big  nights,  but 
he  has  to  do  it  consistently." 

While  the  talent  has  improved  so 
has  the  pre-conference  schedule,  a  fact 
Eustachy  thinks  will  help  prepare  the 
Golden  Eagles  for  league  play  beginning 
in  January.   Once  again,  Memphis  is  being 


OVERVIEW 


touted  as  the  conference's  best  team,  but 
the  gap  between  the  Tigers  and  everyone 
else  is  shrinking. 

"Whoever  goes  9-7  in  this  league  is 
pretty  good,"  Eustachy  said.  "I  think  if  you 
go  9-7  you'll  play  in  a  postseason  tourna- 
ment. A  9-7  team  this  year  is  going  to  be  far 
better  than  a  9-7  team  last  year.  The  confer- 
ence is  deeper  this  year.  Everyone  talks 
about  Memphis,  but  it  wasn't  just  Memphis 
last  year,  they  just  got  all  the  attention." 

LADY  EAGLES 
CONTINUE  MARCH  TO 
TOP  OF  C-USA 

Women's  Basketball  Coach  Joye-Lee 
McNeils  can  remember  a  time  not  so  long 
ago  that  her  Lady  Eagles  were  an  afterthought 
in  the  contest  for  conference  championships 

Sai'Quon  Stone  led  the  Golden 
Eagles  in  rebounding  in  2007-08. 


A  lot  has  changed — the  players  are  older  and 
more  experienced,  confidence  is  high  alter  a 
strong  WNIT  postseason  run  in  2008.  and 
expectations  have  risen. 

When  the  Lady  Eagles  begin 
Conference  USA  play  this  season  on  Jan. 
3  at  UCF  they  will  do  so  as  the  league's 
coaches'  favorite  to  win  the  championship. 

"Obviously  the  league  has  a  lot  of 
respect  for  us.  and  we  ate  very  humbled 
by  being  picked  No.  1  with  eight  first- 
place  votes,"  McNelis  said.  "It's  wonderful 
because  tour  years  ago.  we  were  picked 
L3th.  Our  program  has  come  a  long  way." 

McNelis  credits  the  turnaround  to  vet- 
eran players  like  Amber  Eugene.  Kendra 
Reed  and  Pauline  Love, 

"They  were  one  of  the  first  recruiting 
classes,  and  they  made  a  commitment  to 
change  the  w  hole  thought  process  and 
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attitude,"  McNelis  said.  "If  I  could  have 
one  wish,  that  wish  would  be  for  them  to 
have  the  best  year  of  their  entire  career." 
Love,  a  preseason  All- Conference  USA 
selection,  led  the  team  in  scoring  (16.2 
points  per  game)  and  rebounding  (10.3 
rebounds  per  game)  last  season,  while  Reed 
and  Eugene  averaged  11.9  and  9.6  points 
per  game  respectively.  Andrea  Barber  (6.1 
assists  per  game)  and  Stephanie  Helgeson 
(11.9  points  per  game)  also  add  experience 
to  the  lineup.  Rounding  out  returning  play- 
ers are  sophomore  Tanesha  Washington  (4.6 
ppg),  Shanice  Mays  (1.7  ppg)  and  Brittany 
Johnson  (2.3  ppg).  Returning  to  the  Lady 


Stephanie  Helgeson,  who 
averaged  1 1.9  points  per  game  last 
season,  adds  experience  to  the  lineup. 


Eagles  following  a  redshirt  season  to  recover 
from  a  shoulder  injury  is  Lauren  Pittman. 
McNelis  has  welcomed  five  newcomers  to 
the  2008-09  squad,  Candace  Rucker,  Erin 
Catling,  Ashley  Martin,  Whitney  McNelis 
and  Robin  Murphy. 

The  veteran  leadership  and  coaching 
staff  will  be  counted  upon  to  turn  expecta- 
tions into  reality. 

'As  coaches,  we've  talked  about  how 
nice  it  is  to  get  that  preseason  No.  1.  We  are 
humbled  by  it,  but  March  is  when  it  really 
counts  to  be  No.  1,"  McNelis  said.  "They 
understand  that  it's  about  how  we  finish.  I 
believe  it's  our  staff's  responsibility  to  keep 
the  players  focused  and  challenged  so  that 
they  will  be  able  to  stay  on  a  mission.  As  a 
whole,  it's  been  good  because  none  of  these 
players  have  been  in  this  position  before.  It 
makes  things  a  little  tougher." 

Other  top  teams  in  the  conference 
include  SMU  and  LJTEP,  the  defending 
regular  season  champion. 

"Our  conference  has  a  tremendous 
amount  ol  parity,"  McNelis  said.  "We've 
got  great  coaches  across  our  league,  and  it's 
a  young  league  when  you  look  at  play- 
ers. SMU  will  be  strong;  they  had  a  great 
recruiting  year.  UTEP  has  one  of  the  best 
players  in  Conference  USA,  if  not  the  best 


C-U 


SCHEDULES 


Golcler 


Jan.  7 

vs.  Tulsa 

7  p.m. 

Jan. 14 

at  Tulane 

7  p.m. 

Jan. 17 

vs.  Houston 

4  p.m. 

Jan.  21 

atUCF 

6p.m. 

Jan.  27 

vs.  Marshall 

8p.m. 

Jan.  31 

at  UTEP 

7p.m. 

Feb.  4 

at  East  Carolina 

6p.m. 

Feb.  7 

vs.  UAB 

5  p.m. 

Feb.  11 

at  Rice 

7p.m. 

Feb.  14 

vs.  Memphis 

4  p.m. 

Feb.  17 

vs.  East  Carolina 

7p.m. 

Feb.  21 

at  UAB 

1  p.m. 

Feb.  24 

vs.  Tulane 

7p.m. 

Feb.  28 

at  Memphis 

Noon 

Mar.  4 

at  SMU 

7p.m. 

Mar.  7 

vs.  UTEP 

7p.m. 

Mar.  11-14 

Conference  USA 
Tournament  at  Memphis 

Lady  Eagles 

Jan.  3 

atUCF 

1  p.m. 

Jan.  8 

at  UAB 

7p.m. 

Jan.  10 

at  Memphis 

2p.m. 

Jan.  18 

vs.  UCF 

2p.m. 

Jan.  22 

vs.  Houston 

7p.m. 

Jan.  25 

at  Rice 

2p.m. 

Jan.  29 

vs.  Marshall 

7p.m. 

Jan.  31 

vs.  East  Carolina 

4p.m. 

Feb.  5 

vs.  SMU 

7p.m. 

Feb.  8 

vs.  Tulsa 

Noon 

Feb.  13 

at  East  Carolina 

6p.m. 

Feb.  15 

at  Marshall 

2:30  p.m. 

Feb.  19 

at  Tulane 

7p.m. 

Feb.  21 

at  UTEP 

8:05  p.m. 

Feb.  26 

vs.  UAB 

7p.m. 

Feb.  28 

vs.  Memphis 

5  p.m. 

Mar.  5-8 

Conference  USA 
Tournament  at  Tulane 

player,  in  Jareica  Hughes.  East  Carolina  has 
one  of  the  best  backcourts  in  the  league 
with  Jasmine  Young  and  LaCoya  Terry. 
Tulane  returns  the  majority  of  its  players. 
UCF  had  a  lot  of  freshmen  and  now  they 
are  a  little  more  seasoned.  Marshall  had  a 
great  recruiting  class,  and  they  are  young 
also.  Rice  lost  a  lot,  but  they  have  put  to- 
gether a  solid  recruiting  class.  Memphis  has 
a  new  coaching  staff  and  talented  players. 
There  is  not  going  to  be  an  easy  night." 

While  the  team  boasts  veteran  lead- 
ers, new  to  the  program  are  extensive 
renovations  to  Reed  Green  Coliseum.  The 
renovations  included  changes  and  updates 
to  the  coaches'  offices,  player  locker  rooms 
and  training  areas. 

"You  have  to  give  our  administration 
a  tremendous  amount  of  credit  for  their 
commitment  to  reviving  the  interest  and  ex- 
citement surrounding  basketball  at  Southern 
Miss,"  McNelis  said.  "The  new  facility  puts 
us  on  a  more  even  playing  field  when  it 
comes  to  recruiting.  I'm  excited  that  the  first 
recruiting  class  will  get  the  opportunity  to 
be  a  part  of  this  before  they  walk  away." 


The  men's  team  also  hosts  a  nonconference  game  vs.  Montana  State  on  Jan.  24. 


Pauline  Love  led  the  team  in  scoring  (16.2  points 
per  game|  and  rebounding  (10.3  rebounds  per 
game)  last  season. 
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Eagles  Continuing 
Academic  Tradition 

Few  things  evoke  the  image  ol  Southern 
Miss  and  its  gloried  past  as  vividly  as  the 
years  of  great  football  played  by  genera- 
tions of  Southern  Miss  alumni.  The  media 
attention  received  through  Southern  Miss 
Athletics  is  unparalleled,  and  the  University's 
academic  reputation  has  been  enhanced  by 
new  president.  Dr.  Martha  Saunders.  The 
Hattiesburg  campus  is  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  University  operations  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  are  returning  better  than  ever,  and 
under  the  direction  of  Director  of  Athletics 
Richard  Giannmi,  more  than  $65  million  ol 
athletic  construction  has  taken  or  is  taking 
place.  Even  more  noteworthy  is  the  academic 
reputation  established  by  our  student-athletes, 
which  is  top-tier.  Just  this  year,  the  Golden 
Eagle  football  team  was  once  again  recognized 
as  one  of  46  teams  that  graduated  70  percent 
or  more  of  football  student-athletes  by  the 
American  Football  Coaches  Association. 

The  work  of  preparing  today's  Southern 
Miss  student-athletes  to  face  the  challenges 
of  the  real  world  is  ongoing.  In  order  to 
ensure  a  bright  future  for  these  athletes  who 
provide  entertainment  and  bring  credit  to  the 
University,  Southern  Miss  Athletics  requires 
private  support  to  fund  scholarships.  Though 
the  economy  has  taken  a  downturn,  the  costs 
of  education  continue  to  mount.  In  tough 
times,  Southern  Miss  Athletics  is  especially 
grateful  lor  all  alumni  do  for  the  institution. 


Bill  Broadhead  qualified  to  walk  on 
Eagle  Walk  with  the  football  team 
through  his  help  in  recruiting  new 
Eagle  Club  members.  Pictured  above, 
Bill  holds  his  daughter  Bella  during 
a  game  at  The  Rock.  For  additional 
information  on  the  Eagle-Get-An-Eagle 
Rewards  Program,  contact  the  Eagle 
Club  at  601.266.5299. 


The  Golden  Eagle  football  team  has  once  again  been  recognized  as  one  of  46  teams  that 
graduated  70  percent  or  more  of  football  student-athletes  by  the  American  Football  Coaches  Assc  : 
Above,  defensive  lineman  Andrew  Burns  hits  the  books. 


Fourth  Annual  Golden 
to  Honor  Former  Head 

The  fourth  annual  Golden  Moon  Eagle 
Classic  provides  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  mingle  with 
Golden  Eagle  past  players 
and  coaches,  as  well  as 
the  current  Golden  Eagle 
coaching  staff.  Numerous 
former  and  current  NFL 
players  will  take  part  in 
this  worthwhile  event,  to 
be  held  March  27-29. 

This  year,  the  Eagle 
Club  will  host  two 
socials,  one  on  Friday 
night  featuring  a  performance  by 
Madison  Cook  and  a  Saturday  night  celeb 
rity  event  with  heavy  hors  d'oeuvres,  an 


Moon  Eagle  Classic 
Football  Coach 

open  bar  and  a  silent  auction  of  Southern 
Miss  memorabilia  and  gift  packages! 
All  proceeds  from  the 
auction  and  the  golf 
tournament  will  help  es- 
tablish the  Jim  Carmody 
Football  Endowment  at 
Southern  Miss.  The  tour- 
nament is  sponsored  by  the 
luxurious  Pearl  River  Resort 
and  presented  by  Big  Buck 
Sports.  This  year's  event  will 
eature  two  tournaments  in 
one.  a  repeat  ol  last  year's 
widely  successful  Blackjack 
Tournament  coupled  with  a 
Celebritv  Golf  Tournament. 


New  Student  Eagle  Club  Established 

The  Golden  Varsity  is  a  new,  incentive-based  student  organization  that  promotes 
increased  attendance  and  spirit  by  awarding  a  pre-determined  number  of  priority  points 
for  attendance  at  Southern  Miss  home  games.  In  addition,  members  have  the  opportunity 
to  take  part  in  community  service  projects  and  will  be  awarded  priority  points  in  return. 
With  these  points,  members  will  receive  reserved  seating,  priority  special  events  tickets  and 
other  team-oriented  prizes  Priority  points  will  roll  over  from  year-to-year  as  the  students 
progress  toward  their  degrees.  Upon  graduation,  members  of  tire  Golden  Varsity  will  receive 
discounted  membership  into  the  Eagle  Club  combined  with  discounted  season  tickets. 

For  more  information  about  the  Golden  Varsity,  or  to  become  a  donor,  please 
contact  adviser  Jessica  Duemig  at  601.266.5593,  or  e-mail  student  board  members  at 
TheGolderiVarsuv@hotmail.com. 


Fall  2008 


51 


II  I  I 


snapshots) 


As  the  temperature  falls,  be  sure  to  wrap  yourself  in  the  warmest  black  and  gold.  And  when  you  brave  the  conditions  in  your  Southern  Miss  gear,  be 
sure  to  let  us  know.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 

Left:  Drs.  Jeff  and  Jeanie  Gail  Bowman  '80  pose 
with  Eastern  Kentucky  University  President  Dr.  Doug 
Whitlock  at  Whitlock's  inauguration  in  April.  Jeff 
is  a  former  art  professor,  while  Jeanie  earned  her 
doctorate  from  Southern  Miss. 

Below:  Adam  D.  Moore  '06  and  Ashley  M. 
Harper  '08  were  seen  in  their  Southern  Miss  shirts 
while  deep  sea  fishing.  Adam  was  enjoying  some 
rest  and  relaxation  before  returning  to  Iraq.  Adam 
is  currently  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Army. 


Above:  Southern  Miss  alumni  Brenda  Lott  Belote  72  '74,  Neal  Kirby  '06,  Ashley  Cangelosi  '08  and 
Brandon  Belote  '06  celebrate  Brandon's  finish  of  the  Marine  Corps  Marathon  in  Washington,  D.C.    Running 
for  the  philanthropy  Push  America,  Brandon  finished  4:59:48.    It  was  his  first  marathon. 

'For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Right  and  Below:  Alumnae  of  the  Alpha  Sigma 
chapter  of  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma  held  a  reunion 
October  10-12  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Although  an  active  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma  chapter 
no  longer  exists  at  Southern  Miss,  several  alum- 
nae, including  Tri-Sigma  national  president  Laura 
Sweet  '72,  '74,  attended  the  reunion. 

The  group  photo  at  right  was  taken  in  Sigma 
Sigma  Sigma's  former  chapter  room  in  Wilbur 
Hall,  while  the  photo  below  features  a  group  o 
Tri-Sigma  alumnae  posing  with  University  President 
Dr.  Martha  Saunders  at  the  Golden  Eagle  football 
game  with  Boise  State. 


Above:  Reggie  Colliei    .. 

former  Golden  Eagle  tc  ;e.  -eti  ed  at 

Southern  Miss,  joining  I  J 

and  Ray  Guy  '78.  C 

at  halftime  of  the  Golden  Eag  e  foe 

against  Boise  State. 

Left:  Southern  V\iss  and  :  '   G  eg 

Pierce  '91,  '96.  University  sfl   Bob 

Pieice  91    A  ,  mn   *^ssoc  . 

second  from  left;  and  j-- 

the  University's  Technology  Pla    ling  C 

attend  a  reception  in  Sirv 

Ronnie  Netl  es  83    86 

Co  ege. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news 
and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon, 
please  send  your  information  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association,  118  College 
Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001, 
e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  or  post  it  online 
at  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  Deadline  for 
submissions  to  be  included  in  the  Winter 
2009  edition  is  January  9.  All  cities  are  in 
Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


1930s 


BONNIE  GOODING  '38  celebrated  her 
100th  birthday  with  family  and  friends 
on  Sept.  20,  2008. 

GROVER  MILLER  '39  recently  celebrated 
his  91st  birthday.  Grover  currently  lives 
in  Ridgeland. 


1950s 


ELSIE  CRUTHIRDS-HUTTO  '55  recently  moved 
to  Gretna,  La.,  and  opened  a  piano  studio. 
Rainbow  Music  Studio.  He  is  also  the  director 
of  the  youth  choir  at  Heritage  Bible  church. 


R.T.  "TOMMY"  ARNOLD  '57  and  his 

wife,  Janice  Mae  Bower  Arnold,  celebrated 
50  years  of  marriage  on  June  28,  2008. 

JOHN  L.  HILLSMAN  '57  and  his  wife, 
Stella,  recently  celebrated  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary.  John  is  a  dentist  in 
Montreat,  N.C. 

GERALD  "JERRY"  TAYLOR  '57,  and  his 
wife,  FREDDE  MINCHER  TAYLOR  '58, 

celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anniver- 
sary in  April  2008. 

BUTCH  WILLIAMSON  '58  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Mississippi  Home 
Inspection  Regulatory  Board. 


1960s 


ROBERT  MCLAUGHLIN  '62  has  been 
named  to  Worth  Magazine's  List  of  Top 
250  Wealth  Advisors  for  his  work  as  pres- 
ident of  Inverness  Financial  Group.  As 
group  president,  McLaughlin  is  respon- 
sible for  the  design,  implementation  and 
administration  of  financial  strategies  for 
business  owners,  successful  professionals 


and  high  net  worth  individuals. 

CATHERINE  AULTMAN  '64  recently 
accepted  a  new  job  as  a  counselor  at 
Simpson  Academy.  Catherine  accepted 
this  position  after  serving  37  years  in  the 
Covington  County  school  system. 

JAMES  W.  SMITH  '65  was  presented  the 
Lookin'  to  the  Future  Award  by  Southern 
Christian  Services  for  Children  and 
Youth,  and  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Human  Services.  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Smith  was  presented  the 
award  on  July  18  for  his  lifetime  work  of 
protecting  the  interests  of  children.  The 
award  was  presented  during  the  2008 
Lookin  to  the  Future  Conference  and  the 
Mississippi  Conference  on  Child  Welfare. 

LELA  SMALLING  HARRAWAY  '69 

recently  celebrated  the  birth  of  grand- 
daughter Mackenzie  Kelly  Harraway. 


1970s 


DR.  GEORGE  BUSH  '71  has  been  named 
Physician  of  the  Year  by  the  Mississippi 


The  Multi-Purpose  Cast-iron 
Pot  and  Burner  Combo* 

Ad  Gas  Outdoor 
Cooking  Products 

(504)  943-0853 


*Available  in  4, 10  &  20  gallon  sizes.  Can 

serve  from  10  to  100  hungry  tailgoters. 

Jambaloya  and  other  recommended  recipes 

available  at  cookmesomethinmister.com. 
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Academy  of  Family  Practice. 

IOCKRELL  72  recently  became  the  owner  of  Hughes  Florist 
and  Gifts  in  Magee.  Larry  also  has  a  son,  Matthew,  who  is  currently  at- 
tending Southern  Miss  as  a  junior  transfer  student  majoring  in  English. 

2  is  a  window  fashion  specialist  and 
interior  decorator  for  L'elegance  du  Decor.  Her  daughter  is  a  college 
student,  and  she  has  three  grandchildren  Sophia,  Jackson  and  Mia. 

The  Mississippi  Council  on  Economic  Education  recently  estab- 
lished the  Ted  J.  Alexander  Permanent  Fund  for  the  Economic 
Health  of  Mississippi  Students  to  honor  TED  ALEXANDER  '73  for 
his  work  in  establishing  and  directing  an  Economic  Education 
Council  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  The  announcement  was  made 
during  the  annual  Forum  on  American  Enterprise  held  in  Jackson. 

DONALD  KING  '73  has  earned  his  master's  degree  in  history  from 
California  State  University.  Prior  to  earning  his  master's  degree, 
King  retired  from  a  career  in  civil  service  at  EL  Toro  Marine  Base. 

Fairwinds,  an  oil  and  gas  service  company  operated  by  BILL 

'74,  was  recently  selected  as  one  of  America's  Fastest 
Growing  Private  Companies  by  Inc.  Magazine. 


sionals.  Burks'  wif 


DR.  GREGORY  BURKS  '75  has  recently  been 
added  to  the  membership  of  the  prestigious 
Biltmore  Who's  Who  International.  The  Biltmore 
Who's  Who  recognizes  men  and  women  in  their 
perspective  fields  who  have  achieved  uncommon 
success  and  desire  to  network  with  other  profes- 
SARAH  BURKS,  is  a  1976  graduate  of  Southern  Miss. 


JIMMY  HEIDELBURG  '75  was  recently  appointed  to  the 
Mississippi  Oil  and  Gas  board. 

7  was  appointed  board  director  for 
Mainland  Resources,  Inc.  on  Aug.  18,  2008.  Prior  to  the  appoint- 
ment, Simeon  was  a  consulting  petroleum  geologist  working  in  the 
north  Louisiana  and  east  Texas  region. 

MARK  MARTIN  '78  recently  joined  Jackson  Spalding  to  oversee 
their  client  branding  initiatives.  Prior  to  joining  Jackson  Spalding, 
Martin  spent  20  years  with  the  Coca-Cola  Company. 

DR.  MARCIA  RACHEL  '78  was  recently  elected  president  of  the 
Commission  of  Foreign  Schools  International. 


1980s 


JAMEY  WATSON  '81  has  accepted  a  chief  estimator  position  with 
MB  Kahn  Construction  Company  in  1  luntsvillc,  Ala. 

CRAIG  D.  SMITH  '84  and  Laine  Woodard  Smith  recently  celebrated 

their  10th  wedding  anniversary.  Their  son,  Benjamin,  has  enrolled 
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School  of  Music's  first  holiday  CD  compilation 

Available  to  alumni  and  friends  for  a  $25  or  more  donation 

to  the  School  of  Music  Order  online  at  www.usm.edu/music 

Give  the  gift  of  "Cold"  this  holiday  season 


at  Southern  Miss  and  is  among  the  third  generation  of  Smiths  to 
attend  the  University.  They  also  have  a  daughter,  Avery  Joan,  born 
on  Dec.  13,2005. 

JODY  TIDWELL  '84  was  recently  named  partner  and  division 
president  of  Blue  Clover's  southeast  division.  Tidwell  will  oversee 
all  oi  the  company's  operations  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Blue 
Clover  is  an  on  and  off-line  branding  firm  that  fuses  strategic 
online  and  traditional  marketing  communications. 

LT.  COL.  FRANK  GLENN  '86  has  relocated  to  the  WUlford  Hall 
Medical  Center  at  the  Lackland  Air  Force  Base  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  Lt.  Col.  Glenn  is  a  physical  therapist  with  the  United 
States  Air  Force. 


HARRIET  LAIRD  '86,  '87  was  recently 
named  associate  director  of  University 
Relations  at  Mississippi  State  University.  She 
manages  all  marketing  functions  for  the 
university  including  publication  production 
and  advertising. 


COL.  ROBERT  T.  BROOKS  '87  recently  assumed  command  of  the 
104th  Fighter  Wing  for  the  Massachusetts  Air  National  Guard  on 
August  23,  2008.  The  Assumption  of  Command  Ceremony  was 
held  at  the  Barnes  Air  National  Guard  Base  in  Westfield,  Mass. 


WILLIAM  D.  SMITH  JR.  '88  announces  the  birth  of  his  first  child, 
Baylee  Kay  Smith. 

LISA  BOURGOYNE  '89  recently  earned  the  Certified 
Residential  Specialist  designation.  She  is  currently  a  realtor 
with  the  RE/MAX  Alliance  in  Flowood.  Lisa  and  her  husband, 
Tray,  reside  in  Raymond. 

KEVIN  OLESEN  '89  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  Air  Force  Reserves.  In  addition  to  working  at  U.S. 
Special  Operations  Command,  he  is  a  pilot  for  Southwest  Airlines. 
He  lives  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  with  his  wife  April,  and  son,  Austin. 

STEPHANIE  KENT  SHANER  '89  was  recently  named  Rookie  of 
the  Year  for  SS  Dixon  Primary  School  in  Pace,  Fla.  Stephanie  is  a 
music  teacher  as  SS  Dixon.  She  is  married  to  WILLIAM  SHANER 

'89,  who  is  the  band  director  for  Sims  Middle  School.  The  couple 
lives  in  Milton,  Fla. 


1990s 


CHARLES  A.  VICE  '90  recently  accepted  the 
appointment  of  commissioner  of  the  Kentucky 
Department  of  Financial  Institutions  on  July 
31  in  Frankfort,  Ky.  Prior  to  the  appointment, 
Charles  worked  as  an  FDIC  bank  examiner  for 
18  years  in  Lexington,  Ky. 
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f  WINDHAM '91  and  husband 
Michael  Griswold,  announce  ihe  birth  of 
their  son,  Gavin  Elijah  Griswold. 

SHAREE  LEBLANC 
BROUSSARD  '92 

was  named  Alabama's 
Educator  of  the  Year 
at  the  Public 
Relations  Council  of 
Alabama  state  meeting  earlier  this 
month.  Broussard  is  a  communication 
arts  instructor  at  Spring  Hill  College. 


PATRICIA  BREWER 

93  and  Raymond 
Brewer  celebrated 
their  40th  wedding 
anniversary  on  June 
22,  2008. 


'3  was  recently 
named  director  ot  Economic  Development 
for  Mississippi  Power.  Prior  to  the 
promotion,  Arnie  was  a  manager  in  the 
company's  marketing  department. 

'95  and  his  wile 
announce  the  birth  of  their  second 
child,  Cecilia  Noelle  Kennedy.  She  was 
welcomed  by  big  brother  Cody. 

1NE  '95  and  his  wife  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Sylvia  Linda  Vine.  She 
is  welcomed  by  big  sisters  Brailey  Marie  and 
Savanna.  Ben  is  a  project  manager  lor  CH2M 
Hill.  The  family  resides  in  De  Pere,  Wis. 

DR.  RYAN  NIEMYER 

)6,  '01  recently 
received  a  Ph.D.  in 
Educational 
Leadership  from  the 
University  of 
Mississippi.  In  March  2008,  he  was  named 
director  of  the  University  of  Mississippi 
-  Grenada  Campus  and  assistant  professor 
of  educational  leadership. 

VERONICA  D.  STUBBS  '96  has  been 
named  the  diversity  chairperson  for  the 
Mississippi  chapter  of  the  Association  of 
Fundraising  Professionals. 


Roger  William  Penn  '55  has 
been  in  the  restaurant  business  for 
more  than  40  years,  beginning 
his  career  with  a  small  gas  station 
and  drive-in  restaurant  in  Canton  in 
1 967.  At  that  time,  Penn's  restau- 
rant featured  only  catfish  filets  and 
3n  nuggets,  but  the  small  eatery 
y  gained  popularity.  Capital- 
ing  on  the  need  for  a  family  restau- 
nt  in  Canton,  Penn  expanded  his 


is  current  restaurants. 

The  first  Penn's  Restaurant 


opened  with  a  capacity  of  about  200  people  in  Canton.  Today  Penn's  Restaurants, 
known  for  their  great  seafood  and  chicken,  has  become  a  staple  for  many  south 
Mississippians.  In  addition,  the  restaurant's  famous  chicken-on-a-stick  and  catfish 
filets  have  become  a  tradition  at  most  fairs  throughout  the  region.  Now,  there  are 
22  company-owned  and  franchise  locations  in  Mississippi  cities  and  towns  including 
Jackson,  Petal,  Brandon,  Meridian,  Philadelphia,  Kosciusko,  Magee  and  Byram. 

In  addition  to  his  successful  restaurants,  Penn  also  operates  one  of  the 
largest  on-site  catering  operations  in  the  country.  The  catering  division  of  Penn's 
is  equipped  to  handle  groups  between  50  to  5,000  or  more  people  and  cater 
several  events  simultaneously.  Penn's  has  catered  many  events  throughout 
Florida,  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 

With  the  restaurants  and  catering  service  established,  Penn  has  turned  his 
attention  to  franchising.  His  future  plans  include  the  creation  of  a  national  chain  of 
restaurants,  but  for  now  he  is  focusing  on  establishing  additional  franchises  in  the 
South.  Penn  believes  that  slow  and  careful  growth  will  give  the  restaurant  a  better 
opportunity  to  eventually  expand  nationally. 


'6  and 
her  husband,  Capt.  Brian  Turner,  recently 
relocated  to  Paris  Island,  S.C.  In  Parris 
Island,  Stephanie  will  be  teaching  first 
grade  on  the  United  States  Marine  Corps' 
base.  She  will  also  continue  teaching  on- 
line classes  for  Florida  Community  College 
in  Jacksonville. 


KEVIN  WRIGHT  '96, 
'98  and  EMILY  PERRITT 
WRIGHT  '99  announce 

the  May  20,  2008,  birth 
ol  their  daughter,  Ann 
Hardie  Wndit 


CAROL  DYKES  BASS 

'97  and  her  husband. 
Justin  Bass,  recently 
celebrated  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Avery 
Claire  Bass. 


CATHY  PREVOST 
MARTIN  '97  and  Guj 

Martin  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Morgan  Alford 

Martin,  Morgan  is 

welcomed  by  her  bie,  sister,  Taylor. 
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Alumnus  Receives 
Honorary  Degree  at 
William  Carey  University 


Dorrance  Aultman,  right,  has  been  honored  with  a 
Doctor  of  Laws  degree  from  William  Carey  University. 


Dorrance  Aultman,  president  of 
the  law  firm  of  Aultman,  Tyner,  Ruffin, 
Bell  &  Swetman,  Ltd,  in  Hattiesburg, 
received  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws 
degree  during  graduation  ceremonies  held 
at  William  Carey  University.  Aultman, 
an  active  alumnus  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  is  a  Life  Member  of 
the  Alumni  Association  and  the  athletic 
department's  Circle  of  Champions.  In 
addition,  he  serves  on  the  University  Foundation  Board  of  Directors.  Aultman  received  the 
honorary  degree  for  his  20  years  of  pro  bono  legal  services  to  WCU. 

Aultman  received  his  bachelor's  of  science  degree  in  accounting  from  Southern  Miss, 
and  earned  his  law  degree  from  the  University  of  Mississippi.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Mississippi  Bar  in  1956  and  was  appointed  to  the  Mississippi  Board  of  Bar  Admissions  by 
the  Mississippi  Bar  Association.  He  served  on  the  Mississippi  Board  of  Bar  Admissions 
from  1979  to  1982.  Aultman  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  Mississippi 
State  Bar,  the  Mississippi  Defense  Lawyers  Association,  the  American  Judicature  Society, 
the  Federal  Bar  Association,  and  the  American  Board  of  Trial  Advocates.  He  is  also  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mississippi  Bar  Association  and  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Bar  Association. 


Alumnus  Leading 
Office  of  Capital  Post- 
Conviction  Counsel 

Glenn  S.  Swartzfager  '89  has  been 
appointed  director  of  the  Office  of 
Capital  Post-Conviction  Counsel  by 
the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court.  Prior 
the  appointment,  the  Laurel  native 
served  as  the  deputy  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Office  of  Indigent  Appeals. 

The  Office  of  Capital  Post- 
Conviction  Counsel  was  created 
in  2000  to  provide  representation 
to  indigent  death  row  inmates  in 
post-conviction  proceedings.  As 
defined  by  the  Mississippi  Uniform 
Post-Conviction  Collateral  Relief  Act, 
post-conviction  proceedings  are  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  to  the  trial  court's 
attention  facts  not  known  at  the  time  of 
the  judgment. 

Swartzfager  '89  earned  a  law  degree 
from  Mississippi  College. 


race  her  with 
our  presents 


SCOTT  WALKER  '97  was  recently  named 
best  news  anchor  by  the  Mobile  Press 
Club  and  is  the  new  morning  news  anchor 
for  WESH  2  News,  a  NBC  affiliate  in 
Orlando,  Fla. 


SCOTT  E.  WHITE  '97  and  Laura  White  an- 
nounce the  birth  of  their  second  son,  Elijah 
Montgomery  White,  born  on  July  22,  2008. 
He  was  welcomed  home  by  his  big  brother 
Rhett.  The  couple  resides  in  Picayune. 


CELIA  MCCALL  WILSON  '97,  '99  and  Jeff 
Wilson  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Nathan  James  Wilson,  on  June  26,  2008. 
Nathan  joins  the  family,  including  big 
brother  Luke,  in  Piano,  Texas. 


200  South  27th  Ave. 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 
Ph.  601.264.1764 
www.parrisjewelers.com 


PAUL  HARRIS  '98  and  ANNIE  HARRIS  '99  recently  celebrated  the 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Caroline  Laurie  Harris. 


2000s 


JOANNA  GRAVES  HINSHAW  '00  and  COREY  HINSHAW  '01 

were  married  on  Oct.  20,  2008.  The  couple  resides  in  Jackson. 


58 


?MM 


Alumni  Reconnect  at  Pittsburgh  State  University 


Even  in  Hattiesburg,  the  chances  of  finding  two  faculty  members  in  a  department  of 
six,  with  the  same  undergraduate  degree  from  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  are 
rare.  The  occurrence  is  even  more  uncommon  at  a  university  thousands  of  miles  from  the 
Hub  City.  Such  is  the  case,  however,  for  David  Hensarling  and  Dr.  Rhonda  Phillips,  two 
Southern  Miss  alumni  who  are  part  of  the  faculty  of  the  Hotel,  Restaurant,  and  Tourism 
Management  Department  at  Plattsburgh  State  University  in  upstate  New  York. 

Hensarling  71,  73,  the  department's  chair,  started  his  tenure  at  PSU  as  an 
instructor  in  the  HRTM  program  in  2001.  Prior  to  his  arrival  at  PSU,  Hensarling 
was  the  assistant  director  of  the  HRTM  School  at  the  University  of  Denver.  He  also 
worked  in  the  Bureau  of  Business  Research  at  Southern  Miss  from  1976  to  1978. 
Hensarling  has  conducted  tourism  research  organizations  in  Texas,  Hawaii  and 
Colorado.  He  earned  his  bachelor's  and  master's  degrees  from  Southern  Miss  and 
pursued  advanced  studies  at  Texas  A&M  University. 
Phillips  '83,  '86  recently  joined  the  Plattsburgh  State  faculty.  Prior  to  the  appointment,  Phillips  was  the  director  of  the  School  of 
Community  Development  and  Resources  at  Arizona  State  University.  She  began  her  career  as  an  economic  and  community  leader 
throughout  the  southeastern  and  southwestern  U.S.  She  later  served  as  a  faculty  member  at  Southern  Miss  and  the  University  of 
Florida.  Phillips  earned  her  bachelor's  and  master's  degree  from  Southern  Miss  and  her  doctorate  from  Georgia  Tech.  She  is  the  edi- 
tor of  Community  Development:  Journal  of  the  Community  Development  and  Society. 

"It  has  been  fascinating  for  both  ol  us  to  reflect  upon  having  the  same  starting  point  educationally,  yet  following  very  different 
paths,  and  then  finding  ourselves  as  colleagues  in  the  same  department,"  they  said.  "Both  of  us  believe  it  was  the  strength  of  our 
undergraduate  degree  that  prepared  a  strong  foundation  for  our  academic  and  professional  success." 
Plattsburgh  State  University  has  6,000  students  and  approximately  275  faculty  members 
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ALEX  KARETAS  '00 
and  CARA 
MCGUFFEE  KARETAS 

'01  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Anna  Catherine, 
and  son,  Caiden  Alexander  Karetas. 

REBECCA  LEE  '00  and  husband,  Chris, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  first  child, 
Alexandria  Faith  Lee.  The  couple  cur- 
rently resides  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

:OTT  A.  MCCAIN  '00  earned  his  masters 
degree  in  nursing  science  from  the  LSU 
Health  Sciences  Center  in  New  Orleans,  La., 
in  May  2007.  Scott's  specialty  was  nurse  an- 
esthesia. After  degree  completion,  he  became 
a  Certified  Registered  Nurse  Anesthetist. 

TARA  L.  WHITAKER  '00  recently  ac- 
cepted an  associate  position  with  Alvis 
and  Willingham  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  Her 
specialty  will  be  product  liability  litigation. 

ANDREA  CARTER  '01  and  LIN  CARTER 

'01  announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 


Madeline  Elyse  Carter.  Proud  Golden 
Eagle  grandparents  are  EARL  CART 
and  PATRICIA  CARTER  '94. 

DANA  WEBB  '01  and  her  husband, 
Michael,  welcomed  the  arrival  ol 
their  son,  William  Michael  Webb  on 
April  24,  2008.  The  couple  resides  in 
Brandon.  Grandparents  include  Hoyte 
and  RITA  CRAIN  '70 

CHRISTY  SIEDELL  CROSBY  '02  and  Ryan 
Crosby  were  married  on  January  5,  2008, 
in  Ocean  Springs  at  Saint  Alphonsus 
Catholic  Church.  Christy  also  received  a 
Master  of  Business  Administration  horn 
William  Carey  University  in  May  2008 
The  couple  now  resides  in  Pascagoula. 

CARA  HASH  '02  was  recently  selected 
as  the  Teacher  Counselor  of  the  Year  at 
Christie  Care.  Christie  Care  is  an  or- 
ganization that  provides  menial  health 
treatment  for  children  and  families. 
i  ara  was  selected  for  the  award  due 
to  her  outstanding  work  with  clients 
and  the  Marvlhursi  community.  Cara 


;urrently  lives  in  Marylhurst,  Ore. 


RICHARD  HOFFMAN 
'02  and  HOPE 
BAKER-HOFFMAN  '03 

announce  the  birth  of 
their  second  son.  Price 
Harrison  Hoffman. 


JESSI  LOFLIN 
MARTIN  '02  and  Eric 
Martin  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Avery  Gail. 


THEODORE  M.  SOCHA  '02  recently  cel- 
ebrated the  birth  of  his  daughter.  Linkin 
Lorene  Socha. 


fS 


CARLA  KELLY 
HODGE  '03  and 


mf     DAVID  RYAN  HODGE 


'03  announce  the 
<  birth  of  their  daugh- 

^  ter,  Hannah  Mane. 

The  couple  resides  in  Sumrall. 
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"Man  of  Douglas,  Man  of  Lincoln:  The 
Political  Odyssey  of  James  Henry  Lane" 

Ian  Michael  Spurgeon  '07 
304  pages,  $42 
University  of  Missouri  Pr 
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Known  for  his 
emotional  speeches 
and  radical  ideas, 
James  Henry  Lane 
is  one  of  the  most 
volatile  figures  of  the 
Civil  War  era.  Hi: 
rise  from  Mexicar 
War  colonel  to 
senator  is  one  of 
most  unique  stork 
the  war.  Lane's  switch  from  a  pro-Douglas 
Democrat  to  pro-Lincoln  Republican  cre- 
ated heavy  criticism  that  has  altered  his 
place  in  history. 

In  "Man  of  Douglas,  Man  of  Lincoln: 
The  Political  Odyssey  of  James  Henry 
Lane,"  Spurgeon  examines  this  notorious 
politician  to  reassess  his  party  switch 
and  role  in  history.  He  challenges 
prevailing  views  of  Lane  as  a  self-serving 
demagogue,  arguing  instead  that  was  a 
steadfast  champion  of  both  the  Union  and 
his  own  concept  of  democratic  principles. 

Focusing  on  the  last  12  years  of 
Lane's  life,  Spurgeon  analyzes  his 
political  actions  and  principles  to  find 
consistency  in  Lane's  ideals  that  few 
historians  have  recognized.   Spurgeon 
also  examines  Lane's  participation  in 
Kansas'  constitutional  conventions  and 
his  evolving  view  regarding  slavery. 


views  of  Lane  and  provides  insight  into 
such  important  themes  as  the  breakdown 
of  the  Second  Party  System,  the  rise 
of  sectional  conflict  and  the  diverging 


ures  of  East  and  West. 
Spurgeon  is  an  independent  scholar 
residing  in  Okinawa,  Japan. 


"A  Season  to  Remember,  1958 
Southern  Miss  Football: 
The  Story  of  the  UPI  College  Division 
National  Championship" 

John  Cox  '78  •  $29.95 
vations  Group,  2008 

In  1958,  Coach  Thad 
Vann  was  beginning  his  1 
season  as  head  football  c 
at  what  was  then  known  c 
Mississippi  Southern  Colle: 
and  as  always  expectation 

were  high  for  his  Southerners.  ""  

But  no  one  expected  the       L 
Southerners  to  produce  the 
first  perfect  season  in  school  history  with 
a  9-0  record,  and  to  challenge  for  and  to 
win  the  first  ever  United  Press  International 
College  Division  National  Championship. 

"A  Season  to  Remember"  is  the  story 
of  that  team,  a  team  that  overcame 
the  odds  and  a  challenging  schedule 
to  become  one  of  the  greatest  teams 
in  school  history.  During  that  season, 
the  Southerners  recorded  memorable 
victories  over  Memphis  State,  North 
Carolina  State  and  Virginia  Tech  and 
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Chattanooga  on  Thanksgiving  Day  that 
locked  up  the  national  championship. 
From  spring  practice  to  the  final  game, 
"A  Season  to  Remember,  1958  Southern 


Miss  Football"  takes  you  inside  the  1958 
Mississippi  Southern  football  program 
with  the  players  and  coaches  that  won 
the  championship. 

Veteran  sportscaster  John  Cox,  the 
"Voice  of  the  Golden  Eagles,"  has  been 
a  part  of  the  school's  athletic  program 
for  31  years.  Cox,  who  began  his 
career  under  legendary  announcer  Bill 
Goodrich,  has  been  named  Mississippi 
Sportscaster  of  the  Year  four 
times.  Over  the  years,  Cox  has 
become  synonymous  with  the 
phrase  "Touchdown  Southern 
Miss"  as  well  as  his  signature 
reminder  as  he  ends  every 
broadcast,  to  remember  the 
'three  essentials  of  happiness  — 
omething  to  do,  something  to 
we  and  something  to  hope  for." 
In  addition  to  handling  the  play- 
by-play  duties  of  Golden  Eagle  football, 
basketball  and  baseball,  he  also  hosts  the 
"Southern  Miss  Sports  Today"  television 
shows  and  the  "Golden  Eagle  Hotline" 
radio  call-in  shows  for  football  and  basket- 
ball. Cox  has  also  authored  a  written  his- 
tory of  the  Southern  Miss  football  program, 
"Rock  Solid:  Southern  Miss  Football." 
Copies  of  the  book  can  be  pur- 
chased at  Barnes  &  Noble  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 


AMANDA  ALEJANDRO  LIZANA  '03 

and  Clark  Lizana  Jr.  were  recently  mar- 
ried. Amanda  is  a  federal  auditor  for  the 
defense  contract  audit  agency. 

DWAYNE  WALKER  '03  has  accepted  a 
position  as  a  standardization  advisor  with 
Aramco  Services  Company  of  Houston, 
Texas,  under  parent  company  Saudi 
Arabian  Oil. 


SETH  CUMBIE  '04  and  his  wife,  Jennifer, 
recently  celebrated  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Bryson  Cash  Cumbie. 

DARRIS  MCKENZIE  '04  and  ADRIENNE 
PORTER  '05  were  married  Oct.  6,  2007. 
The  couple  resides  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

CHIQUITA  DOZIER  '05  has  been 
deployed  to  Iraq  with  the  Army  Reserve 
Unit  894th  Company  out  of  Jackson. 


SARAH  NICOLE  MATTHEWS  GREER  '06 

and  Donald  W.  Greer  Jr.  married  on  May  10 
in  Gallman.  Nicole  has  also  been  promoted 
to  Youth  Court  Crisis  Specialist  for  Region  8 
Mental  Health  in  Copiah  County. 


KELSEY  MEEKS  '05  and 

Jamie  Duncan  married 
on  July  5  in  Pensacola, 
Fla.  The  couple  wil 
reside  in  New  Orleans. 
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SHAWN  OKEEFE  '06  is  finishing  his 
master's  degree  in  architecture  and 
construction  visualization  and  leach- 
ing at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  After  earning  his  master's 
degree,  Shawn  will  pursue  his  doctorate 
m  human  capital  development. 

ANNA  WALTMAN  GRAHAM  '07  and 
AARON  MICHAEL  GRAHAM  '07  were 
married  on  March  22,  2008.  Anna  is  a 
budget  counselor  for  the  Consumer  Credit 
Counseling  Service,  and  Aaron  is  a  police 
officer  for  the  city  of  Piano,  Texas. 

MANDY  N.  LAWRENCE  '07  is  currently 
finishing  graduate  school  at  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  in  Scotland. 

JAMES  ROBERTS  was  recently  appoint- 
ed a  circuit  judge  for  Mississippi's  First 
Circuit  Court.  Prior  to  the  appointment, 
he  was  a  professor  at  Southern  Miss. 

In  Memoriam 

VIRGINIA  E.  ELLARD  '37  of  Houston  died 

Aug.  21,2008. 

THELMA  J.  LAND  '39  of  Pans,  Tenn., 

died  Oct.  3,  2008. 

ZOLA  ESTELLE  DEFOORE  '40  of 

Comfort,  Texas,  died  Aug.  25, 

2008. 

TOMMIE  BEEMAN  GEHM  '41  of 

Meridian  died  July  25,  2008. 

LUCILLE  YENNI  '41  of  Kenner, 

La.,  died  Aug.  10,  2008. 

LESLIE  DEVALL  '42  of  Lake 

Charles,  La.,  died  Aug.  27,  2008. 

DOROTHY  D.  FLYNN  '42  of 

Jackson  died  Sept.  4,  2008. 

MILDRED  C.  FANCHER  '43  of 

Atmore,  Ala.,  died  July  11,  2008. 

MYRTIS  STEWART  KROHN  '45  of 

Wiggins  died  July  27,  2008. 

EDWIN  H.  ROBERTS  SR  '46  of 

Oxford  died  Sept.  20,  2008. 

NEIL  Z.  HARNEY  '49  of  Pepperell, 

Mass.,  died  Oct.  9,  2008. 

MALCOLM  T.  MALLETTE  '49  of 

Gulfport  died  Sept. 12,  2008. 

LEON  R.  CIRLOT  '50  of  Biloxi 

died  Sept.  25,  2008. 

EDWARD  O.  KELSON  '50  of 

Dallas,  Texas,  died  Sept.  2,  2008. 


'50  of  Jackson  died  Aug. 
11,2008, 

il  of  Pace, 
Fla.,  died  Aug.  25,  2008. 

E  WEEMS  '50,  '51  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  died  Aug.  31,  2008. 
JOHN  D.  ALONZO  SR.  '53  of  Lafayette, 
La.,  died  Oct.  10,  2008. 

3  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  died  July  15,2008. 

UEWIS'53ofBogue 
Chitto  died  Aug.  30,  2008. 

4ofPascagoula 
died  Aug.  30,  2008. 
DR.  RUBEN  MARCHOSKY  '54  of  San 
Gabriel,  Calif.,  died  Aug.  23,  2008. 

of  Millry,  Ala., 
died  Sept.  15,2008. 

■  of  Biloxi  died 
Sept.  2,  2008. 

IOMAS '55  of  Gulf pon  died 
Sept.  1 ,  2008. 

THELMA  L.  HERRINGTON  '57  of  Bailey 
died  Sept.  8,  2008. 

»OPE  '57  of  Warner  Robbins, 
Ga„  died  Aug.  19,  2008. 

E  '58  of  Summit  died  Sept. 
f  5,  2008. 

ROBERT  J.  MADISON  '60  of  Slidell,  La., 
died  Aug.  29,  2008. 


LEONARD  R.  HILL  '61  of  Knoxville, 

Tenn.,  died  Sept.  fO.  2008. 

DON  Q.  WILLIAMS  '61  of  Gainesville. 

Ga,  died  Aug.  13,  2008. 

JUDITH  HEARNE  BRYSON  KENNEDY 

'62  of  Hattiesburg  died  June  24.  2008. 

L.W  'BUD'  SPEED  '62  of  Dallas,  Texas, 

died  Aug.  6,  2008. 

WILLIAM  L.  LOTT  '63  of  St.  Francisville. 

La.,  died  Sept.  iO,  2008. 

JAMES  WALKER  COLEMAN  II  '66  of 

Charleston,  S.C.,  died  July  14,  2008. 

ERNIE  W.  ELKINS  JR.  '67  of  Jackson  died 

Sept.  25,  2008. 

WAYNE  A.  LOCHBAUM  '68  of 

Hamsburg,  Pa.,  died  Sept.  20,  2008. 

BETTY  IWANA  MCGEE  '69  of  Baton 

Rouge,  La.,  died  Aug.  27,  2008. 

MADALYNNE  F.  MCLAURIN  '69  of 

Jackson  died  Aug.  4,  2008. 

BETTYE  JANICE  WILLIAMSON  '70  of 

Columbia  died  July  f  9,  2008. 

DIXIE  SNOW  WILSON  BRYAN  '73  of 

Moss  Point  died  Oct.  f ,  2008. 

FRANKLIN  LOUIS  BENTON  JR.  '75  of 

Hattiesburg  died  April  14,  2008. 

STEPHEN  K.  WETZEL  SR.  '75  of  Biloxi 

died  Sept.  2,  2008. 

DR.  KENNETH  WEARE  RASMUSSEN  '78 

of  Clovis,  N.M.,  died  Aug.  4.  2008. 
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Share  the  milestones  in  your  life  with  other 

Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  be  a  part  of  the 

classnotes  section  of  The  Talon,  please  fill  out 

this  form  and  mail  to: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive  #50 13 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

or  e-mail  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 


DATE 


NAME 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname,  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


CHILDREN 


Names  and  ages 


YOUR  NEWS 


Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  return  any 

materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 
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JAMES  T.  'COOKIE'  RICHARDS  JR.  '78  of 

Ocean  Springs  died  July  19,  2008. 

RUTH  E.  YARBROUGH  '78  of  Alexandria, 

La.,  died  Sept.  20,  2008. 

ROBERT  COMER  HUDSON  '79  of  Ocean 

Springs  died  Aug.  2,  2008. 

DAN  R.  WHITE  '79  of  Albany,  Ga.,  died 

Sept.  2,  2008. 

JUDY  BETH  COX  '80  of  El  Paso,  Texas, 

died  July  14,2008. 

CYNTHIA  DENISE  SIMMONS  HARPER 

'80  of  Picayune,  died  July  28,  2008. 

WILLIAM  B.  CANNON  '82  of  New 

Orleans,  La.,  died  Sept.  1,  2008. 

CECELIA  BELL  DELBRIDGE  '82  of  Jackson 

died  Aug.  13,2008. 

LT.  COL.  FREDERICK  JOINER  GASTON 

III.  '82  of  Biloxi  died  Aug.  2,  2008. 

PAMELA  BELLE  FORBES  WHITE  '83  of 

Kokomo  died  July  15,  2008. 

RICHARD  CAMPBELL  '84  of  Biloxi  died 

Sept.  19,  2008. 

JAMES  N.  GILBERT  '85  of  Kearney,  Nev  , 

died  Sept.  4,  2008. 

JERRY  B.  HIGGINS  '85  ofMandeville,  La., 

died  July  28,  2008. 

RAUL  S.  ORNELAS  '86  of  Beaumont, 

Texas,  died  Aug.  3,  2008. 

AMANDA  P.  BROWN  '89  of  Winter  Park, 

Fla.,  died  Sept.  2,2008. 

CHERYL  LEAH  HUCKABEE  BROWN  '89 

of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  died  Aug.  30,  2008. 

LOREN  DAyiD  GILES  '89  of  Hattiesburg 

died  Aug.  6,  2008. 

HERALD  E.  WILLIAMS  '90  of  Burleson, 


Texas,  died  Aug.  22,  2008. 

KATHLEEN  A.  YARBER  '91  of  Biloxi  died 

Oct.  7,  2008. 

QUANTARA  R.  HIGHTOWER  '93  of 

Oxford  died  Sept.  6,  2008. 

SCOTT  L.  WILLIAMS  '02  of  Cartersville, 

Ga.,  died  Aug.  19,2008. 

HENRY  COY  BARLOW  JR.  of  Gulfport 

died  Aug.  12,  2008. 

WADDAD  EVELYN  HABEEB  BUTTROSS  of 

Natchez  died  July  31,  2008. 

ROBERT  L.  FLURRY  of  New  Orleans,  La., 

died  Sept.  3,  2008. 

NORBERT  R.  GRACZYK  of  Biloxi  died 

Aug.  18,  2008. 

JULIUS  W.  GRUBBS  SR.  of  New  Iberia, 

La.,  died  July  30,  2008. 

EDITH  G.  KEISER  of  Burlington,  Vt„  died 

Aug.  15,2008. 

JULIA  KELLEY  of  Hattiesburg  died  Oct.  1, 

2008. 

JANE  HENSON  KING  PRICE  of 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  died  Oct.  3,  2008. 

SUSAN  MALLON  ROSS  of  Bay  St.  Louis 

died  July  16,2008. 


Present  your  Alumni  Association  membership  card 
for  a  10%  discount  off  food  purchases. 


CHESTERFIELD'S 


CASUAL     FINE     DINING™ 


2507  Hardy  Street,  Hattiesburg  •  (601)  582-2778 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bankof  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard "  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 

4^2 Shack 

OFFICIAL  COLLEGIATE  MERCHANDISE 

Sports  Shack 

Sports  Shack  is  an  official  collegiate  store 
that  sells  Southern  Miss  and  NCAA  sports 
apparel  and  gifts.  For  more  information,  call 
228.392.7007  or  visit  sportsshack.com. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 
more  information,  call  1.800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF. 

(JiUN/'a//  -J '  riii/hi(i  (t/i(/  ■  /laiitiiHi 
Printing  and  Framing.  For  more  information,  call 
1.866.418.0320. 


Balfour 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  international  excursions  for 
Southern  Miss  alumni.  For  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 


MARSH 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  information 
or  to  order,  call  1 .866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 

reference  code  23 15. 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 

Liberty 
Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1 .800.98 1 .2372. 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.560.ALUM  (2586). 


PiplomaDisplay 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1 .800.422.4100. 


CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


The  institution's  name  for  the  first  12  years  of  its 
existence  was  Mississippi  Normal  College. 

President  Joe  Cook  served  as  the  institution's  president 
from  its  establishment  until  1928. 

The  institution  achieved  university  status  and  became  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  on  February  27,  1962. 

The  University's  motto  is  "Southern  Miss  to  the  Top!" 
It  represents  our  desire  for  the  best  for  the  University's 
constituency,  whether  in  the  classroom,  on  the  playing 
field  or  in  the  community. 

The  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  is  named 
for  the  institution's  sixth  president  who  led  the  University 
from  1975  to  1996. 

HOW'D  YOU  SCORE? 


C.A.R.D. 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association's  C.A.R.D.  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership 
card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is 
designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association 
and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Big  Buck  Sports 

10%  oil  merchandise  (firearms  and  sale  items  excluded) 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

10%  discount  on  any  service 

Brownsione's  LLC 

20%  discount  on  entrees 

Caliente  Grille 

10%  off  of  total  purchase 

Chesterfield's 

10%  discount  on  food  purchases 

Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center  10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

10%  off  rock  rate 

Comfort  Suites  * 

10%  off  rock  rote 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Expectations 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Firehouse  Subs 

Free  drink  with  purchase  of  sandwich 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

10%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  lite  Members 

Hodges  Dental  Clinics 

10° e  discount  on  dental  services 

Holiday  Inn 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  cose, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  nomontingency  cases 

J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

King  Photography 

10%  discount  on  photography,  exduding  senior  portraits 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

10%  discount  on  all  sales 

More  Ink  Payless,  LLC 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10°  o  discount  on  rental  items /not  valid  with  other  offer 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

O'Charley's 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

5%  discount  on  rental 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  a  round  ofgoff/not  valid  with  other  offers 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Missielated  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Orink  or  Slush  with  purchase  ofrloctf  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5'\<  discount  on  flooring, 

10%.  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  purchases  (cash-and-carry  excluded) 

The  Spicy  Pickle 

10%  discount  with  alumni  card 

Stix  &  Stones  Garden  Ctr. 

10%  discount  on  total  purchose  (sole  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gilt  boskets  and  catering 

Tranquility  Day  Spa 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  life  Members 

on  oil  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cosh  and  cany  only) 

Villie's  Subs 

S/.Woffarfoofsw^srw^^oralefQnrfbgBiW: 

$1.00  off  gome  day  party  subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 

10%  off  total  bill 

A  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 
discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase.  'Hattiesburg  locations  onh/. 
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A  symbol  of  beauty,  elegance  and  Southern  Miss  heritage,  the 
four-story  Thad  Cochran  Center  offers  237,000  square-feet  of  space 
to  accommodate  a  variety  of  functions.  The  center  houses  a  grand 
ballroom  that  can  be  divided  into  three  rooms  seating  300  each,  10 
meeting  rooms  with  a  seating  capacity  of  20  to  175,  two  open  pre- 
function  areas,  as  well  as  a  technology  atrium.  In  addition,  it  includes  a 
dining  area  named  the  Fresh  Food  Company  and  is  home  to  the  Barnes 
&  Noble  bookstore.  At  its  center  is  a  mural  painted  by  professor  of  art 
and  design  William  Baggett.  Titled  "University's  Bounty,"  the  mural  is 
an  oil  painting  on  stainless  steel  panels  that  speaks  to  the  University 
experience  in  a  broad  range  of  interrelated  vignettes. 

The  facility  is  named  for  United  States  Senator  Thad  Cochran, 
who  led  the  state  and  region's  Congressional  delegations  in  securing 
funding  for  relief  efforts  following  the  devastation  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  including  $95  million  to  assist  higher  education  in 
Mississippi.  After  serving  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  from 
Mississippi's  fourth  district,  Cochran  was  first  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate  in  1978. 


Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,   '80 
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You  can  now  purchase  this  photo  and  hundreds 

of  others  through  the  Office  of  Photography 

Services  at  usm.edu/photoservices. 
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Don't  sit  on  the  sideline- 
get  into  the  game  with  the 
get  READY  girls1  jersey  mesh  bag! 
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The  story  or  a  town 

and  her  namesake_ 


Captain  Wilfiam  Harris  Hardy  was  quite  a  visionary  for  his  day. 
Take  Hattiesburg,  for  example.  Surveying  (he  area  for  railroad 
construction  in  1882,  Captain  Hardy  discovered  vast  forests  of 
virgin  pine  trees.  The  only  break  in  the  landscape  was  the 
rolling  waters  of  the  Leaf  River.  As  he  sat  on  the  river  bank 
where  the  waters  forked,  this  pioneer  imagineed  linking 
together  the  emerging  radroad  industry  with  the  prospect  of 
an  unharvested  timber  industry.  The  birth  of  his  vision  was 
just  the  beginning  for  a  little  town  incorporated  in  1884  and 
posed  great  opportunities  for  town  dwellers  ready  to  get  on 


ft  didn  t  take  long  for  William  to  turn  his  dream  into  a  reality. 
But  you  must  know,  as  ingenious  as  he  was  at  breaking  new 
ground,  he  was  even  more  clever  on  the  home  front  That  is 
why  my  husband  thought  to  give  Hattiesburg  such  a  lovely 
name.  Don  t  you  agree?  -HATTIE 

866.4HA1TIE  •  visithattie.com 


o/<zy  wi/n  friends 


Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 
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Lake  Terrace 

CONVENTION     CENTER 


A  Natural  Distinction 


The  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center  boasts  a 
surrounding  beauty  surpassed  only  by  its  impeccable 
facilities  and  exceptional  staff.  With  its  scenic  backdrop 
and  state-of-the-art  accommodations,  one  look  and  you 
will  agree  Lake  Terrace  possesses  a  natural  distinction 
among  event  venues  across  the  state  and  region. 

www.LakeTerrace.com       1-800-638-6877      Hattiesburg,  MS 


Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing 

and  Urban  Development  and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 
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